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Summer is here, and for the TSCA that means beginning our 
new year with new council members. We want to thank Walter 
Baron, Todd Bloch, and Douglas Oeller for their years of service 
on the board. By the time you read this we will have three new 
members of the TSCA council.

Over the past year we have been working on ways to introduce 
the TSCA to a wider audience by supporting events at festivals 
such as the family boatbuilding at Port of Toledo’s Wooden 
Boat Show. You will also find us at the Mid-Atlantic Small Craft 
Festival next to the registration booth where we are joining the 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum to support that event. We 
look to our chapters and members at large to help increase our 
exposure and introduce the TSCA to a larger audience.

The council is also initiating a program to work with builders, 
designers, and suppliers of boat building kits for the TSCA to 
supply a free one-year digital membership to the TSCA for their 
clients. The Traditional Small Craft Association can promote the 
virtues and values of small craft, but it is essential that we have 
designers, builders, and suppliers to make it possible for people 
to learn the skills and benefits of building and enjoying “simply 
messing about in boats.”

Through our John Gardner Grants program there are several 
active projects being supported: youth-oriented programs at 
San Francisco Maritime Museum, the Cleveland Amateur 
Boatbuilding and Boating Society, and The Sound School/
New Haven Harbor Foundation. We’re also supporting the 
documentation of the building of a traditional Banks Dory with 
Milford Buchanon at the Shelburne Dory Shop, and The Low 
Country Maritime Society’s adult boatbuilding program. Look 
for reports on these projects in a future Ash Breeze. (Donations 
to the John Gardner fund can be made at https://tsca.net/john-
gardner-fund/.)

Thank you for your continued support, and we all hope you are 
finding time to enjoy being on the water.

Michael Jones
President TSCA
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Top: Tina in the kayak and John in the Caledonia Yawl.

Buffalo Maritime Center 
Chapter Messabout

After several fits and starts, Greg Gruntisch, President 
of the Buffalo Maritime Center (BMC) Chapter of TSCA, 
finally cajoled a bunch of chapter members to messabout on 
the Glenwood Lake in Medina, New York.

October 23rd is a very late date to expect boatable 
temperatures in the short, “on the water” season up this far 
in the US. Here, boats are usually hauled out and snugged 
down weeks before this. After all, Lake Ontario is barely a 
dozen miles north of Medina, and the true north, Canada, 
is just on the other side of that big lake. But, even though 
President Greg has not been the best of Weather Wizards for 
previously scheduled messabouts, and despite a week of iffy 
weather forecasts for the scheduled day, he pulled a beautiful 
blue sky with mild temps out of his hat for this one. The 

weather was perfect, with just enough breeze to be called a 
zephyr.

Medina is one of the small Upstate New York towns that 
grew up along the Erie Canal after 1824. East and west of 
it are other canal towns, with names that seem out of place 
to anyone who lives on the coast. If Lockport, Middleport, 
Gasport, and Eagle Harbor are Google mapped, they appear 
to be farm communities pretty far away from navigable 
water—unless you zoom in close enough to read street names. 
Only then is the narrow ribbon of the canal visible, and it can 
be seen to tie these towns together just as it first did when the 
canal opened back then.

In the heydays of the canal, thousands of big line boats and 
freight boats hauled into wharves and along bulkheads in each 

at Glenwood Lake in the North Country
By Roger Allan
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Chelsea shows Tina a turtle at Glenwood Lake.

of these port towns to pick up cargoes of wheat, lumber, and 
salt, among countless tons of other bulk goods. People and 
manufactured goods were also offloaded, or loaded, for a new 
and faraway destination with the same hustle and bustle as 
could be found at any small port on salt water.

Medina’s specialty was “Medina” sandstone. Used as a 
primary building material along and for the canal, the reddish-
brown stone is readily quarried out from the escarpment that 
is the great stone ridge over which the famous Niagara must 
fall. Medina sandstone is so natural as a building material 
that when you drive past a place where road builders have 
cut through a ridge of it for the right-of-way, the remaining 
deposit of stone looks like a man-made wall. Thousands of 
tons were shipped out along the canal each season, and the 
town flourished until canal commercial traffic began a serious 
decline in the early decades of the last century.

The 93-acre Glenwood Lake curls off from the center of 
town in a northerly direction out into farmlands and vineyards 
that surround the town. It was created in 1925 during the 
Centennial of the canal by damming Oak Orchard Creek for 
a small hydroelectric generating plant.

Making electricity wasn’t the creek’s first important role in 
the early development of Medina. One of the first proposals 
for the Erie Canal suggested that enough water from Lake 
Erie, at an elevation of 570 feet above sea level, would be 
diverted from its natural course down the Niagara River 
into “Clinton’s Ditch” (what the earliest version of the canal 
was unaffectionately called by detractors). The lake water 

would “gently” flow eastward, dropping downhill by over 
five hundred feet for nearly 500 miles, carrying canal boats 
across the entire State to gush out into the Hudson River 
at Waterford. Recreationally it would have been an exciting 
ride but geographically and hydrologically it would be nearly 
impossible to do. The brilliant amateur canal engineers—
who overcame the other astounding number of difficulties 
met while hand-digging a canal through what was still a land 
of virgin forests, swamps, and porous terminal moraine—
came up with a better solution for watering the canal. Every 
creek within a reasonable distance of the new canal’s course 
would be drafted into service as a tributary to the local 
stretch of the canal. Oak Orchard Creek was recruited, and 
still, after nearly two hundred years, provides a dependable 
flow of water, tapped off to fill the canal just before it crashes 
over Medina Falls to supply Glenwood Lake. Despite all of 
that hard work, there are other paddle-able stretches north 
and south of Medina where the creek in its original form 
passes through some very lovely pastoral parts of western 
New York.

Six boats with nine crew members showed up for the 11:00 
a.m. rendezvous at the lake’s excellent ramp and kayak launch. 
President Greg sailed with wife Naomi in their rebuilt Beetle 
Cat. John Montague brought his Ian Oughtred designed 
Caledonia Yawl. Buffalo Maritime Center’s Director, Brian 
Trzeciak, and our new Educator, Chelsea Moore, showed up 
in a tandem canoe. A guest of theirs, Marla Segol, showed up 
in her own kayak as well.
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CHESAPEAKE BAY MARITIME MUSEUM

Your Chesapeake adventure begins here!

213 N. Talbot St., St. Michaels, MD  | 410-745-2916 | cbmm.org

HATCHES
EPOXY
GLASS CLOTH
HARDWARE
NAV LIGHTS
CLEATS
TOOLS
BOAT PLANS
BEACH ROLLERS
ROPE
PAINT WWW.DUCKWORKSBBS.COM

Heritage Coast Sailing 
and Rowing

Promoting Community 
Boat Building, Sailing, 

and Rowing on the 
Heritage Coast of Michigan

989-460-2642 • www.heritage-23.org

Come sail and row on beautiful Tawas Bay

T&L TOOLS
Phone: 860-464-9485 

Cell: 860-460-2212
www.tltools.com

UNSCREW-UMS™ broken-screw extractors

Remove broken screws and 
other fasteners. Hollow tool 
uses the stub as a guide.

gryffynrowing.com 

Time 
to Row 

Forward
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Old Anacortes
Rowing and Sailing Society

Rowing together to enjoy, honor and promote wooden boats and small craft traditions

www.oarss.org

 
rmorrisonphotos.com

RICHARD MORRISON PHOTOGRAPHY

207-754-1033 RMORRISON1214@GMAIL.COM

tell your story

contact us at 540-264-0021
Info@marinermedia.com

Beautiful Beautiful 
KitsKits 

chasesmallcraft.com
207-602-9587•boatkits@gmail.com

You Can Do ItYou Can Do It

Sail
Row

Motor

Ready Ready 
to Buildto Build

10–20'
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Beetle meets Caledonia Yawl on Glenwood Lake.

My wife, Tina, and I brought kayaks that we’d recently 
picked up for a steal at a house sale. Marla “oooh-ed” over 
my boat, which is some kind of skinny carbon fibre thing 
that’ll keep moving for many yards with a single slice of the 
featherlight paddle that came with it. As I write this, our two 
kayaks are hanging from the floor joists in the root cellar of our 
old farmhouse down in the Southern Tier, south of Buffalo. 
There is a fair drift of snow blocking the hillside access door—
or else I’d go try to find out who produced our boats—but it’s 
below 27 degrees out, and there’s a layer of ice on top of the 
snow, so I won’t.

In any case, Marla turned out to be an aficionado of the 
type, and a masterful paddler—which I am not preferring to 
sailboats instead—and she thought Tina’s boat was generally a 
better all-around boat: more comfortable, though not as fast. 
I asked Tina if she wanted to trade, as I like fast women, but 
she said no. I was OK with that, too, as I like comfortable 
women just as much.

Messabouts truly reflect the kind of individuality found 
amongst small boat builders and users. Some of us like to sail 
in company. Some hit the water with a splash and head out as 
if there is a race to be won. Tina and I began our exploration in 
company and paddled around John and Greg and Naomi. The 
two sailboats initially mostly drifted around until a pretty little 
breeze settled in and then both worked their way out towards 
the middle of the lake. The canoe and other rocketeer kayak had 
disappeared beyond a small point of land—a cape, as it were—
that marked the entrance to the southern end of the lake.

In any case, after hanging around with the sailboats, and 
appreciating how pretty the wooded shores of the lake were, 

I followed Tina down into the narrow part of the lake to see 
where the other half of the fleet had disappeared to. After a 
short lazy paddle for me, we met the canoe crew and kayaker 
coming back at us.

We learned that Brian and Chelsea in the tandem canoe 
had taken advantage of the outing to keep in practice 
for the next year’s 90-mile  Adirondack Classic Canoe 
Race. The Canoe  Classic,  locally called the  90-Miler,  is 
an  Adirondack  tradition going back over three decades. 
Chelsea organized a BMC crew to enter BMC’s war canoe in 
the three-day event in early September, and the two of them 
were still recovering. The course covers the first 90 miles of 
the Northern Forest Canoe Trail from Old Forge, New York, 
to Saranac Lake, New York. The BMC crew included some 
ringers from our Scajaquada Canoe Club, who are fierce 
paddlers and even more fearsome drinkers, and they came in 
a respectable second place in their class (of two). Don’t laugh 
until you’ve done 90 miles of steady paddling, because that’s a 
pretty fearsome amount of effort right there!

Back on the lake, with the sailboats trailing us, I followed 
Tina down to the headwaters where the Oak Orchard Creek 
cascades over Medina Falls to fill the lake. The fall rushes and 
crashes over a ridge of Medina sandstone, and though small by 
Niagara standards, it makes a deeply satisfying roar when you 
sit in a small boat near enough to be enveloped by its misty 
breath. The ridge of sandstone it has cut through continues to 
the east a little before it passes under and helps carry the canal 
“lense,” as the channel of the canal is called.

The falls, and the wall that contains the canal near it, brook 
no passage by boat beyond them without a near vertical climb, 
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Specializing in
Small-Craft Sails

www.dabblersails.com

dabblersails@gmail.com
PO Box 235, Wicomico Church, VA 22579

Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop.

so I followed Tina as we headed back towards the rest of the 
lake. Fall colors were everywhere and rich. Turtles, an Osprey, 
a Blue Heron, and Kingfishers were all observed.

The sailboats had run into shallow water about halfway 
between the Cape and the Falls and opted to circumnavigate 
the rest of the lake instead, before heading back to the ramp. 
I beat Tina to the kayak haul-out, and she was the last boat 
hauled out for the day.

In the usual post-messabout palaver in the parking lot, while 
loading up, we all kept asking Greg why he hadn’t dragged 
us out for other such perfect occasions. The BMC Staff, in 
particular, kept repeating over and over that getting people 
out on the water like that was as important as the many other 
watercraft-related educational programs we do, so why hadn’t 
more of this kind of casual, almost impromptu event been 
worked out? Even now in February they’re still talking about 
how great it was, so I’m guessing Greg will get heard as soon 
as winter begins to ease its grip up here and he starts asking for 
us to do another messabout soon. There are literally hundreds 
of such lovely lakes and creeks to be explored up here in the 
North Country.

Right Top: Greg and Naomi in the Beetle.  
Right Bottom: The Fleet on Glenwood Lake.

Wooden Boat Building
and Repair

615 MOYERS LANE
EASTON, PA 18042

ROB BARKER
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We enjoyed TSCA member Ron Breault’s Ash Breeze 
story on the building of his lapstrake tender, Teer. 

Now Ron’s introducing us to his restored Dolphin 24 
and telling the rest of this ongoing story in his book 
Voyaging with Marionette. Together we single hand sail 
the New England coast from Old Lyme, Connecticut, 
to Brooklin, Maine. We participate in some successful 
racing with great crews and meet some very interesting 
people along the way.

$34.95 ▪ Order online at:  
marinermedia.com/product/voyaging-with-marionette/

260 Dyckman Avenue

South Haven, MI 49090

269.637.8078

800.747.3810

michiganmaritimemuseum.org
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The oak and cedar logs were milled less than a mile from the 
boat shop, in a wooded area on the bank of the Jones River. 
The lofting, the building of the molds, and the attachment of 
the ribands came shortly after. 

All and all, things seemed to be moving at a pretty good clip 
for a group that only meets for a few hours once a week. Then 
the Covid-19 epidemic hit, and like most projects, this one 
came to a grinding halt for a couple years. Thankfully we all 
made it through, and the project is back in full swing.

The hull was created upside down on molds fastened to the 
floor. The frame and keel are made of white oak, while the 
carvel planking is made of cedar. Interesting note: the stem 
is made from a piece of live oak which was purchased by us 
after being excavated, out of the dirt, from under a building in 
the Charlestown Naval Yard, home to the USS Constitution. 
Nobody knows how old the oak is, but the building was over 
100 years old when it was torn down.

Building the Kingston  
Lobster Boat—In Kingston!

The Kingston Lobster Boat, an iconic symbol of New 
England’s fishing heritage, was originally designed and built 
in the mid-1800s in Kingston, Massachusetts, on the banks 
of the Jones River, which feeds into Kingston Bay, Plymouth 
Bay, and then Cape Cod Bay.

Designed to be sailed or rowed, the Kingston Lobster 
Boat, originally used for both fishing and lobstering, became 
a popular racing craft as boat builders and America’s Cup 
champions Edward Ransom and Nathaniel Watson, both 
working in shops on the Jones River, tweaked and built on 
the designs of one another.

The Mass Bay Maritime Artisans are proud to be underway 
building the first Kingston Lobster Boat on the Jones River 
since the early 1900s. This small team has a diverse background 
ranging from seasoned shipwrights, boat builders, and 
carpenters to a commercial oyster farmer, a software developer 
(yours truly), a science teacher, and a retired pediatrician. It 
is being built in the Shiverik boat shop in the Jones River 
Ecology Center, one of the oldest continually running boat 
shops in the United States of America.

The project started in 2017 with the purchase of a set of 
plans from the Smithsonian. They were drawn by Howard 
Chappell, who lifted them from a half-model by Edward 
R. Ransom circa 1885. They contained little more than line 
drawings, sparse notes, and a table of offsets. 

By Ben Souther
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The whisky plank (last plank on the hull) was fastened in 
early January, and on April 6th the hull was removed from the 
mold for the first time. These two events, for boat builders, are 
huge milestones.

When completed, the boat will have an overall length of 
17'8" and have a 4'11" beam. It will have two masts carrying a 
loose footed spritsail main and a lace footed mizzen sail.

As much as possible the boat will be made using traditional 
methods and materials. The boat was lofted on the floor of 
the shop and planks were steam bent into place. However, 
to keep the project moving forward, and the budget within 
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Contact Sumner Ford: sford@pineisland.org. 

drathmarine
http://drathmarine.com

1557 Cattle Point Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Mole got it right...

reason, some compromises will need to be made. For instance, 
due to the high cost of materials, the original fittings are being 
fabricated from stainless steel with the hope of eventually 
casting their replacements in bronze. 

The boat will be moored next to Merrywing, an 85-year-
old Duxbury Duck, which was restored by the Mass Bay 
Maritime Artisans, in Kingston Harbor, at the mouth of the 

Jones River, and will be used to teach boat maintenance and 
sailing to the community.

To stay up-to-date, you can find us on the web at jonesriver.
org or follow us on Instagram at @jonesriverecology.

If you find yourself in the area, stop by and say “Hi.” We 
meet to work of the boat on Wednesdays from 5 to 8 p.m.

Our address is 55 Landing Road, Kingston, MA 02364.
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Traditional Rigging Co.
Sails

Rigging

Blocks
www.traditionalrigging.com - 207.542.4385

Appleton, Maine

Carpinteria Dory Company
Hand crafted boats & restorations
www.carpdory.com

Carpinteria, CA

submit events from  
your chapter and 

Find Events from  
around the country  
on the TSCA Website!

tsca.net/events/ 
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The year 2023 marks the 125th anniversary of one of the 
most well-recognized and revered small craft manufacturers of 
all time. Old Town Canoe is a truly American company still 
in business to this day. The company focuses on producing 
fine watercraft and leading the industry in innovation and 
modernization while still holding to the traditions that have 
made the company successful for over a century.

Old Town, Maine, was known for its watercraft even 
before loggers plied the Penobscot River with their wooden 
bateaux in the 1800s. The Old Town Canoe Company traces 
its origins to 1898, when it was formed to make a different 
type of boat than the bateaux. Their wood-and-canvas canoe 
evolved from the birch bark canoes of the local Penobscot 
people—a connection Old Town Canoe would feature in its 
advertising and celebrate to this day.

Originally called the Indian Old Town Canoe Company, the 
new enterprise was backed by members of the entrepreneurial 
Gray family. The Gray family had ventures in logging and 
hardware and owned a wildly successful salve for horses called 
Bickmore’s Gall which would also endure for more than 100 
years.

The first few canoes were made behind the Grays’s hardware 
store, but within a few months, fabrication moved into two 
floors of an industrial building. High demand prompted 

several other moves to increasingly larger facilities. Old 
Town built about 250 canoes in its first year. The company 
aimed for a wide market from the beginning by advertising 
in recreation publications as well as producing an annual 
catalog. According to Susan Audette’s thorough history of 
the company, the distribution network for the horse salve was 
easily tapped for canoe sales. Audette noted that ready access 
to rail service was another factor in the firm’s success.

The company was incorporated as Robertson & Old Town 
Canoe Company in 1902, and in 1905 sales reached about 
$25,000. The company was soon making between 200 and 
400 canoes per month. The product line was expanded to 
include shorter (15-foot) and longer (34-foot) models. The 
latter were called “War Canoes” and were designed for several 
people. By 1908, Old Town was also selling motorized models.

While the logging industry dwindled, New Englanders took 
to the woods—and the water—by the thousands. Old Town 
was expected to sell 6,000 canoes in 1914, before World War 
I intervened. As men went to war, noted Audette, the company 
tailored advertising to the women who started working and 
earning money. The company also supplied the military with 
paddles. A Square Stern model was introduced in 1917 specifically 
to accommodate new outboard motors. In 1923, Old Town 
became the first distributor for the Johnson Motor Company.

Old Town Canoe
 Over a Century of History and Innovation

Top: This 1929 Old Town Canoe Catalogue from the Museum’s Marion Clayton Link 
Archives was the inspiration for the 59th Annual Antique Boat Show’s poster.

By Matthew Macvittie—Antique Boat Museum’s Curator/Collections Manager
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Sales exceeded $500,000 in 1927. Sam Gray became 
company president following his father’s death in 1928. 
Sam Gray was described by Audette as a tireless and creative 
marketer. He began the enduring practice of giving away 
four-foot canoe replicas as promotional gifts to dealers who 
ordered complete railcars of 40 canoes. Those who ordered 
two railcars had the option of an eight-foot version. These 
models were highly prized and credited with boosting sales 
considerably.

In 1931, Old Town was able to produce about 1,600 canoes, 
in spite of the Great Depression. Its products were available in 
more than 50 different colorful designs in the 1930s.

The postwar years saw several different models introduced 
to encourage a newly affluent society to get out on the water. 
There was an emphasis on speed, noted Audette, with more 

powerful outboard motors available. Old Town’s all-wood 
motorboats were among its strongest sellers in the 1950s 
and 1960s. Old Town began working with fiberglass in the 
mid-1960s after acquiring the talents of pioneering designer 
Walter King, who helped develop the company’s first large 
motorboat, the 24-foot Atlantis. Fiberglass and other new 
materials helped Old Town regain its lead against aluminum 
craft.

In the 1970s, Sam Johnson of S. C. Johnson wax fame 
was building a portfolio of outdoor-related companies and 
acquired Old Town Canoe in December 1974. The substantial 
corporate backing allowed the company to modernize its 
back-office functions, marketing, and production methods. 
At the same time, there remained a place for traditional wood-
and-canvas canoe construction.

Below Top: Color options and index of models available in 1929. From the 1929 Old Town Canoe Catalogue in the Museum’s 
Marion Clayton Link Archives. Below Bottom: Late 1960s catalogue spread promoting the Breakout color design.
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• George & Marla Surgent • Robert Thompson • Jim Tolpin • Sean Trew • Richard Vogel • Larry Wachowski • Keith Wahamaki 
• Steve Warfle • Stephen M. Weld Jr. • Michael Wick • Martha Wolfe • Steve Wright 

* Please join these and other Sponsor Members and Advertisers (shown throughout this issue) in supporting TSCA!

John Gardner Grant 
In 1999, TSCA created the John Gardner 

Grant program to support projects for 
which sufficient funding would otherwise 
be unavailable. Eligible projects are those 
which research, document, preserve, and 
replicate traditional small craft, associated 
skills (including their construction and 
uses), and the skills of those who built 
and used them. Youth involvement is 
encouraged. 

Proposals for projects ranging from $200 
to $2,000 are invited for consideration. 
Grants are awarded competitively and 
reviewed annually by the John Gardner 
Memorial Fund Committee of TSCA, 
typically in May. The source of funding is 

the John Gardner Memorial Endowment 
Fund. Funding availability is determined 
annually. 

Eligible applicants include anyone who 
can demonstrate serious interest in, and 
knowledge of, traditional small craft. 
Affiliation with a museum or academic 
organization is not required. Projects must 
have tangible, enduring results that are 
published, exhibited, or otherwise made 
available to the interested public. Projects 
must be reported in The Ash Breeze. 

Program details, applications, and 
additional information: 

tsca.net/john-gardner-fund/

“To preserve, continue, and expand the 
achievements, vision, and goals of John 
Gardner by enriching and disseminating 
our traditional small craft heritage.”
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Old Town began distributing Lettmann and Prijon kayaks 
in 1979 and stopped selling kayaks under its own brand for a 
few years. Old Town’s Discovery line of canoes was introduced 
in 1984. These employed a three-layer polyethylene 
hull developed by Lew Gilman. The strong, affordable, 
lightweight canoes were popular enough to return Old Town 
to profitability for the first time in ten years, noted Audette. 
Old Town became the world’s largest producer of canoes, 
as aluminum canoes fell out of favor. According to Rhode 
Island’s Providence Journal, Old Town had more production 
space at 181,000 square feet than all other canoe makers in 
the United States combined. At this time, Old Town was also 
selling kits, complete with wood, for buyers to construct their 
own canoe at home.

In today’s technology-crazed, disposable world, the 
hallmarks of Old Town Canoe Co.—heritage, innovation, 
quality, and craftsmanship—stand out. The world’s largest 
and oldest manufacturer of canoes and kayaks, Old Town 
successfully blends the performance of modern materials and 
design with the time-honored look and feel of traditional 
paddle craft.

The Museum is delighted to celebrate Old Town Canoe 
Company alongside Correct Craft and Herreshoff at the 59th 
Annual Antique Boat Show & Auction. To learn more about 
the Antique Boat Museum and our 2023 programming, visit 
abm.org.

Rundown on the Bay
It was the third week of June, last 

summer, when I received a message 
from John Fairfield telling me about 
a horrific accident that happened 
on Chesapeake Bay five weeks prior. 
John was alive by the Grace of God, 
though terribly injured. He wrote, 
“In a bizarre accident while  rowing 
on May 13 (yep, a Friday the 13th), 
I was broadsided by a heavy crab 
boat on plane. Their foredeck was stacked with crab pots, so 
they couldn’t see directly ahead. Result: two palm-sized pieces 
broke off my pelvis, clavicle broken in two places, massive 
muscle damage and bruising on my right side, and my boat 
crushed under theirs.”

Reflecting on the accident, John said, “I am very fortunate 
to have survived. The VCU trauma center in Richmond 
installed a lot of hardware in my pelvis and collarbone. The 
prognosis is good for a full recovery, but it’s going to take 
many months—I’m relearning to walk.”

John was rowing LOON, a 21'5" custom four-oar gig 
designed by Bill Platt and built by me. We christened and 
launched LOON at the John Gardner Small Craft Workshop, 
Mystic Seaport, on June 9, 2002. She slipped into the water 
and instantly became the center of attraction on Australia 
Beach for the next several days. LOON was victorious in races 
with the Floating-the-Apple gigs and participated in all of the 
morning rows on the Mystic River.

LOON was designed to do many things well, whether 

it be cruising, sailing (with her 
standing lug rig that folded into the 
floorboards), or just pulling (with 
one, two, three, or four rowers). 
John was smitten with the boat and 
kept her in pristine condition for 20 
years. He said, “I loved that boat. 
Whenever we were at our place down 
on the bay, I’d be rowing the hour 
before sunrise, and the hour after 

sunset. Often two hours.”
When LOON was ordered, John was a principal at Rosetta 

Stone, the language teaching company. I thought of LOON as 
their corporate yacht. It covered some distance cruising under 
sail and oar far beyond Chesapeake Bay, proving to be a very 
fast boat, much to the credit of her designer.

Fast forward to the Mid-Atlantic Small Craft festival 
in 2017. John was there without LOON, the first I’d seen in 
nearly 20 years. He sweet-talked Andre de Bardelaben into 
letting him row his fixed-seat Skua in the race, and pulled to 
victory just ahead of my 16-year-old son Connor, rowing in 
his first adult race.

The dearly departed LOON was built by the Rib-Strip 
method 21'2⅝" LOA on the lines. A full twenty-two-feet-
six-inches length overall by four-feet-seven-inches of beam, 
and about twenty inches deep when she came off the molds. 
She was cedar strip planked over laminated white oak ribs 
with mahogany thwarts and trim. I’ve included the lines to 
memorialize the boat…possibly the finest boat I ever built.

By Andy Wolfe
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Rising Tide Celebrates  
St. Michaels Scow Launch

Top: The middle school students in the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum’s “Rising Tide” after-school 
program launched their newly constructed St. Michaels sailing scow on Monday evening.

With a collective push, a group of middle school students 
from the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum (CBMM) 
“Rising Tide” after-school program trundled the St. Michaels 
sailing scow they’ve spent the spring constructing onto the 
water for the first time on Monday evening.

The 12-foot wooden boat, dubbed Pickle by a consensus 
vote of the builders, launched into Fogg’s Cove to spirited 

cheers from the assembled group of family, friends, and 
program supporters.

“It’s fun because you get to see all the stuff that you worked 
on, and then it’s finally done,” said seventh-grader Sofia 
Mercado, after taking her turn to get a short ride in the boat. 
“It’s fun to make something and see it turn out well.”

Meeting three days a week, a total of 19 middle school 

By Eric Detweiler
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students logged a combined 630 hours toward the project this 
spring, following Shipwright Apprentice Megan Mitchell’s 
project plan with support from CBMM education staff and 
volunteers.

Rising Tide is a free, donor-funded after-school program that 
has been teaching students in grades 6–9 basic boatbuilding 
and woodworking skills since 2015. “It’s been an incredible 
experience to see the Rising Tide participants take ownership of 
this project over the last few months,” said CBMM Education 
Programs Manager Kendall Wallace. “I hope this project will 
help to reinforce the ideas that anything is possible if you’re 
willing to try, and that patience and commitment can result in 
something to be incredibly proud of. I’m constantly inspired 
by the work they’ve put into this boat, which they can forever 
point to and say, ‘I built that.’”

Beginning in January, the Rising Tide students contributed 
to nearly every step in the process to bring the boat to life 
in the program workshop. The project started by studying 
original plans in CBMM’s collection, drafted in 1929 for the 
Miles River Yacht Club by George Krill, to draw information 
about the boat’s shape and size and making a building plan for 
the molds to set the vessel’s structure.

Once construction commenced, the task list included 
assisting with milling lumber, scarfing planks, and transferring 
patterns from the lofting to the building stock. They were 
involved with the gluing up and shaping of the mast and 
boom, crafting and installing all of the components, and 
painting the vessel, as well.

Each day brought new lessons for the students, ranging 
from wood species selection to proper use of block planes to 
the fine art of varnishing. One memorable February afternoon 

brought a field trip to the newly renovated Norman & Ellen 
Plummer Center for Museum Collections to examine a sail 
in the CBMM collection that was originally built for a St. 
Michael’s scow.

The result was Pickle, whose bright-white hull and green 
trim sparkled in the evening sun on Monday. It was the first 
boat built by the program since launching a pair of Chesapeake 
crab skiffs, Mary and Susan, in 2018.

Eighth-grader Mac Hudson said his favorite parts were 
learning the history of the boat and using a hand plane to 
shape it, while his brother Oskar, a sixth grader, liked getting to 
visit CBMM’s working shipyard and the teamwork necessary 
to get the boat completed. “We all worked together,” Mac 
Hudson said. “It’s cool that we got to help make it, and now 
it’s an actual boat that we can take on the water.”

For Mitchell, the build served as a capstone project of sorts 
in her final year of CBMM’s Shipwright Apprentice Program. 
She agreed to take on the project in December and quickly 
found it to be a mix of fun and challenge. “We’ve learned a lot 
from the project about what is necessary to complete a project 
like this with a build philosophy that the kids are helping in 
a meaningful way,” Mitchell said. “That’s so important. We 
want them to be involved. If they’re just occasionally rubbing 
sandpaper on the boat, that’s not meaningful and that’s not 
building skills for them.” Beyond the chance to teach her craft 
to the next generation, Mitchell found it meaningful to take a 
step back in time to complete a classic design with a distinctly 
local history.

True to its name, the scow is a St. Michaels original, 
serving as the racing class of the Miles River Yacht Club 
in the 1920s and ’30s. One of the few surviving examples 

is in CBMM’s collection 
and will be featured in the 
new watercraft heritage 
exhibition in the new 
Welcome Center. This is 
likely the first one to be built 
in-town in decades.

Rising Tide will resume 
in the fall with a new, yet-
to-be-determined project to 
tackle.

The launch event, including 
an awards presentation and 

pickle juice toast, was a 
well-deserved celebration of 
months of hard work by the 
students in CBMM’s Rising 
Tide after-school program.
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“Now, let’s act as a TEAM! Everybody line up along the 
starboard side and grab the chine! Those forward, bend it 
inward. Those aft, lower the chine about six inches. Those in 
the center, twist and fit the chine into the notch between the 
center frame and the side panel. Now, as those forward guide 
it toward the stem, those aft raise the chine parallel to the 
edge of the side panel.” Viola! The spruce chine is installed 
(hopefully without breaking) on the overturned skiff with 
the ends fitting snugly against the transom and the stem. We 
pause to take some pleasure in this empirical sizing method 
that results in a tight, flush fit along a curved outline.

This is just one session in an ongoing effort to introduce 
woodworking and boatbuilding skills to 12-year-olds at the 
Cape Cod Maritime Museum in Hyannis, Massachusetts. 
The museum began this program back in 2012 using mainly 
volunteer instruction and assistance. Most are members of the 

Building the Bevin’s Skiff
CCTSCA (TSCA Cape Cod Chapter). Our perennial theme 
has been the 12-foot Bevin’s Skiff designed by Joe Youcha as 
part of his extensive Building to Teach program that seeks to 
incorporate math and spatial thinking in a non-classroom 
setting, focusing on fun. The skiff is a simple, flat-bottomed 
design, constructed from marine-grade plywood and lumber 
yard spruce. Classes typically meet for one 3-hour session per 
week each spring and fall. Use of hand tools and assembly 
is emphasized in class. Operations that are even remotely 
hazardous or require power tools are performed on Thursday 
nights by experienced, adult volunteers. Occasionally, older, 
interested recent graduates of the Bevin’s class have been 
invited to participate as interns on these worknights or during 
class.

Over the years, 25–30 skiffs have been completed, including 
a few as demonstrations at fairs or boat shows. These builds 

By Richard Peterson

Below Top: Lofting class.
Below Bottom: Preparing the Crosby OB Skiff for priming.

Below Top: Preparing to install the keel.
Below Bottom: Trimming the frames.
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usually involve rowing skiffs, but a handful of sailing 
versions have been constructed as well. A 10-foot version has 
been developed as a readily transportable alternative to the 
12-footer. The museum often sells these boats to the public 
for use as dinghies, etc. But sometimes parents or sponsoring 
institutions purchase the finished products. A major goal in 
each class is to provide the students an opportunity to enjoy 
the fruit of their labors by launching their finished boat 
from one of Cape Cod’s many beaches. When weather and 
scheduling permit, this is always a joyful and festive occasion 
for all!

We grown-ups all understand the importance of proper use 
and interpretation of measurement—not only in boatbuilding 
but in most fields of endeavor—so we devote special care to 
how to use a tape measure, combination square, and ruler. 
We sympathetically challenge students to come to grips with 
the cumbersome Imperial system of measurement by cajoling 
them into doing arithmetic with fractions as the boat is 
assembled. Learning to drive a nail, cut a compound bevel, 
and mount a screw are repeatedly stressed. This exercise in 
quantitative thinking is reinforced by side projects where 
students are asked to build, for instance, a simple box holding 
one cubic foot or explain why an empty bean can floats but a 
crushed one invariably sinks!

This is an enormously satisfying activity for the adult 
volunteers. We do as much as we can with the time we 
have with these young people. There is never time enough. 
It would be nice, for example, to routinely include simple 
lofting techniques to transfer critical dimensions to plywood 
sheets in preparation for cutting. Nevertheless, for whatever 
we accomplish as mentors, we volunteers owe much to the 
enthusiastic support from the director and the board of 
trustees of the Cape Cod Maritime Museum.

Learn How to Teach 
Math with Boats!

Framing Square Math
Bevin's Guide to Boat Building Math

Afternoons in the Boatshop
Available in Paperback and PDF Ebook

BUY YOUR COPY TODAY FROM:

Mariner Media (paperback and ebook)
marinermedia.com/product-category/boat-math/
or

WoodenBoat Store (paperback only)
woodenboatstore.com/category/boatbuilding

Trimming the stem.

Designing, building, and sailing Arey’s 
catboats and other small designs on beautiful 

Pleasant Bay, Cape Cod, MA. 

Visit our website to learn more. 

AreysPondBoatYard.com 



The Ash Breeze, Summer 2023 22

Cedar Key  
Small Boat Meet

For thirty-eight years small boats have been gathering in 
Cedar Key on the first full weekend in May to enjoy “simply 
messing about in boats.” Saturday afternoon, under blue skies 
and light winds, there were 40 boats on the beach of Atsena 
Otie Key, and more still out sailing around the other islands. 
Atsena Otie is one-half mile off Cedar Key and is part of the 
Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge. With a welcoming 
sand beach for easy landing, it is always filled with an eclectic 
collection of boats and friendly people.

The event is unstructured, no fees or registration—just come 
and join the fun. On Saturday night we had dinner at the 
community center, this year with over 75 people attending. 
Ed Mauer led a discussion of Chapelle’s work published by 

the Smithsonian Institute: The Migrations of an American Boat 
Type, the Sharpie. Ed has made available a reprint of these 
publications through Barnes and Noble.

Make your plans now to attend the 39th Annual Cedar Key 
Small Boat Meet, May 3–5, 2024.

The fall Cedar Key gathering is the Florida Gulf Coast Small 
Boat Meet, November 10–12, 2023.

These events are supported by the Florida Gulf Coast 
Traditional Small Craft Association (http://fgctsca.weebly.
com/) and The West Coast Trailer Sailors Squadron (https://
wctss.net/).

Contact fgctsca@gmail.com for more information.

By Michael Jones
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A growing collection 
of high quality 

videos and blogs 
that bring you 

inside the world 
of traditional boats. 

Visit the following website 
for a 10% discount 

on membership:
www.OffCenterHarbor.com/TSCA

Chuck Sutherland & Marilyn Vogel
2210 Finland Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054
marvogel@verizon.net
canusail.org
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The Design Works
9101 Eton Road, Silver Spring MD 20901

301-589-9391
www.messingabout.com 

Blue Hill, Maine   Gardner@hewesco.com
www.hewesco.com/cnc-marine/boatkits

St. Ayles Skiff

Kits for Oughtred, Vivier, Duck Trap, Wolstenholme, 
Timeless Surf, Selway-Fisher, Hylan, and Heritage 23

Migratory Birds & Wildlife  |  Fall 2020

Subscribe at
estuarymagazine.com

Life of the Connecticut River

Great stories. 
Great photos. 

Featuring the beauty, 
nature, people, and more of the 

Connecticut River watershed.

Stocktails.com
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Sitting here watching it snow seems like the perfect time to 
reflect on what has become an annual small craft gathering 
here in the Midwest. On May 20, 2000, several friends at the 
Pine Lake Chapter got together for a messabout at the Lansing 
Sailing Club on Lake Lansing, in East Lansing, Michigan (all 
the same Lansing, Home of Michigan State University [MSU] 
and the “Spartans”). Since then, the event has been open 
to any small craft. Homemade, kit built, or manufactured; 
rowed, paddled, sailed, or pedaled––we’ve had some of each. 
It is the only event put on by the Pine Lake (the former name 
of Lake Lansing) Chapter all year.

For years now, the West Michigan Chapter (formerly the 
Michigan Maritime Museum Chapter) has participated as 
well. The club is capable of launching by hand off a beach, 
a walk-in ramp, and two trailer ramps. This is handy as they 
attract a variety of craft. The event is now usually held the 
second Saturday in September unless there is a home football 
game at MSU. Those days are avoided due to traffic issues.

In addition to members of the two chapters, sailing club 
members, students, and family members frequently show 
up—just possibly because the Pine Lake Chapter puts on a 
hot dog roast for the boaters, their families, and children and 
about anyone else loitering around with an interest in small 
boats. It’s as much a social event as it is a boating event. The 
Sailing club doesn’t have a “clubhouse” per se, but a small 
building with a deck and sanitary facilities serves.

Pine Lake 
Messabout

By Pete Mathews

This year the weather cooperated marvelously with sunshine, 
moderate temperatures, and enough wind to move small boats 
but not enough to discourage rowers. I brought the Faering 
that John Hansen and I finished earlier in the year. I got to 
row this boat solo for the first time, and Jack and George 
took it for a spin as well. George stayed dry this year. Jack 
brought the Chapter’s Pooduck Skiff with sail rig, and several 
members of Pine Lake brought their small craft. Another Pine 
Lake member, Walt Peebles brought his collection of peddle-
power devices with boats to mount them on, so we had people 
peddling around the lake. Walt is also known for building 
currachs and coracles, traditional Irish small craft with wood 
frames and—in this day and age—painted canvas skins rather 
than the older cowhides (no cows were harmed in the building 
of these boats).

It’s always fun, sort of like Easter, but rather than a new 
bonnet, everyone waits to see what new or restored boats are 
going to show up. It was enough to bring out others on the 
lake to gaze at this unique assemblage of boats besides the 
usual squadrons of plastic ski boats that normally inhabit this 
urban lake. This has always been a one-day affair, so, after sun, 
fun, and food, the party loads boats and heads for home in 
time to get them put away in the daylight.
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Atlantic Challenge Chapter
Arista Holden
PO Box 481, Belfast, ME 04915
207-610-9554
atlanticchallengeusa@gmail.com
atlanticchallengeusa.com

Bayfront Maritime Center TSCA
Richard Eisenberg
40 Holland St., Erie, PA 16507
814-456-4077 
rich.eisenberg@bayfrontcenter.org 
www.bayfrontcenter.org

British Columbia Chapter 
Quill Goldman, 2529 North Rd.  
Gabriola Island, BC VOR 1X5, Canada 
250-247-9646 
quillgoldman@gmail.com

Brooklin Skiff Club 
Eric Blake 
PO Box 316, Brooklin, ME 04616 
etblake@gmail.com

Brooklyn Chapter 
Severn Clay-Youman
229 17th St. #1, Brooklyn, NY 11215
917-501-7337, severnclaystudio@gmail.com

Buffalo Maritime Center
Greg & Naomi Grundtisch
256 Iroquois Ave., Lancaster, NY 14086
716-681-1315
grundy@fantasiadesign.com

Cape Cod Chapter
Bill Stirling, 11 Naushon Cir.
Centerville, MA 02632
508-790-0098
billstirling08@gmail.com
Bob Lister, 126 Donegal Cir.
Centerville, MA 02632
508-420-1718 
boblister98@yahoo.com

Channel Islands Traditional 
Small Boat Society
Dutch DeHaan
960 Novato Dr., Oxnard, CA 93035
805-612-0834
176dutch@gmail.com

Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding
and Boating Society (CABBS)
Ed Neal, 4079 Porter Rd.
Westlake, OH 44145
440-570-7620, 4edneal@gmail.com

Connecticut River Oar 
and Paddle Club (CROPC)
Jon Persson, PO Box 281 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-2534 
jonpersson7@gmail.com

Crystal River Boat Builders (CRBB)
Bill Connor
9 Browallia Ct., Homosassa FL, 34446
352-503-2166, wjconnorjr@yahoo.com

Delaware River TSCA 
Frank Stauss
25 White Pine Dr.
Sewell, NJ 08080
856-981-0998
fstauss@verizon.net
delrivertsca.net

Downeast Chapter
Steve Brookman
117 Parker Point Rd.
Blue Hill, ME 04614
239-822-1318
Steve@DowneastTSCA.org
DowneastTSCA.org

Florida Gulf Coast TSCA
Michael Jones
4721 16th Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-560-5782
fgctsca@gmail.com 
mj.woodwork@gmail.com

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum TSCA
Brent Creelman
315 Front St., Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-7317
brent@maritimefriends.org

John Gardner Chapter
Brian Cooper, President
35 Mohawk Rd. 
Windsor Locks, CT 06096
cooperbd@aol.com 
www.jgtsca.org

Les Cheneaux Chapter
Mike Jellison, 906-630-1230
jellison_ml@centurylink.net 

Lost Coast Chapter (Northern CA)
Chris Barnes, President
PO Box 1096, Fort Bragg, CA 95437
707-506-6646, lostcoasttsca@gmail.com 

Lower Columbia River Chapter
Allen Bennett
72 Blue Mountain Rd.
Castle Rock, WA 98611
805-208-7335, theallenbennett@gmail.com

New Hampshire/Vermont Chapter 
Bill Real
175 Ruffled Rd.
Henniker, NH 03242
603-428-7829, BandLReal1@comcast.net

North Shore TSCA
Nathan Burgess
28 Ronaele Rd.
Medford, MA 02155
northshoretsca@outlook.com

Old Bay Club (Chesapeake Bay, VA)
Eddie Breeden
PO Box 365
Mathews, VA 23109
804-615-4413, oldbayclub@gmail.com

Oregon Coots
John Kohnen
PO Box 40043
Eugene, Oregon 97404 
541-688-2826, jkohnen@boat-links.com
https://groups.io/g/oregoncoots

Patuxent Small Craft Guild
Attn: Brian Forsyth 
Calvert Marine Museum 
14200 Solomons Island Rd. S. 
Solomons, MD 20688
brforsyth@comcast.net

Pine Lake Small Craft Association
Sandy Bryson, Secretary 
333 Whitehills Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823 
517-351-5976, sbryson@msu.edu

Puget Sound TSCA
Claire Acord, President
whidbeyboatpainter@gmail.com
Marty Loken, Secretary
PO Box 216
Nordland, WA 98358
360-316-1557
norseboater22@gmail.com
E-mail forum: tsca-puget@yahoogroups.com
www.tscapuget.org

Ralph Middleton Munroe Chapter
Barnacle Historic State Park
Coconut Grove, FL 33133
John Palenchar
john@palenchar.net
7641 SW 65th Pl.
South Miami, FL 33143
305-666-9588 (h), 305-803-1653 (c)

Active TSCA Chapters



The Ash Breeze, Summer 202327

Sacramento TSCA
Todd Bloch
757 North Point St., #8
San Francisco, CA 94109
415-971-2844
todd.sb@comcast.net 

St. Augustine Lighthouse Chapter
Jim Millette
2353 Commodores Club Blvd.
St Augustine, FL 32080
410-279-9826
sailbythelee@icloud.com

Texas Boatcrafters and Messers
Steve Fletcher
4602 Kiowa Pass
Austin, TX 78745
512-484-0925
ssfletch@gmail.com

TSC Raleigh
Donald Dill
121 Solstice Dr.
Haw River, NC 27258
603-369-9877
spartimeboatworks@gmail.com
John Buhrmann
jbuhrmann@gmail.com

Warren Rivers (Rhode Island) Chapter
Rock Singewald
10 Taylor St.
Warren, RI 02885
443-980-5601
rock9@mindspring.com

West Michigan Chapter 
Pete Mathews, Secretary
PO Box 100
Gobles, MI 49055
269-628-4396
canoenut@bciwildblue.com

✔ Professional development online 
and in-person
✔ Tabletop Woodworking Stations turn 
your tables into a woodshop
✔ All and only hand tools
✔ Project plans with step by step 
directions aligned to standards
✔ Support and advice
✔ Purchase and Rental options

Portable Woodworking for Schools and Camps: Empowering, Engaging and Easy!

Learn more at:   www.maplewoodshop.com        info@maplewoodshop.com 

Swag for TSCA

Tr
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onal Small Craft

  Associatio

n

3-inch Embroidered iron-on Patch 
for jackets, hats, and more 

$3
3-inch Vinyl Sticker  
for water bottles, boats, bumpers, 
etc.  won’t fade or crackle. 

$1.50

18x12 Printed Nylon Burgees  
(NOW in stock so order fast) 

$29 

Price includes shipping 

Order Online @  
TSCA.net/Shop

Tr
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onal Small Craft

  Associatio

n
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It all started at last year’s Mid-Atlantic Small Craft Festival 
when Andy Wolfe told me he was moving to Lake Murray in 
South Carolina. He said it was a great sailing lake, year-round, 
and intended to plow it up with his newly restored Menger 
17 catboat. I said I had another friend with a Menger 19 who 
lived on the very same lake. I connected them and soon after 
was hearing about sailing the lake from both of them. Having 
the good providence to be the current caretaker of a Menger 
19 myself, I was soon looking to sail this apparent aquatic 
marvel in Menger company. A date was set in April, and 
Chris and Brynley Farr graciously opened their home to me 
and my beautiful and talented first mate. They also provided 
an amazing location for what officially became the Menger 
Messabout No. 01.

Menger Messabout No. 01  
at Lake Murray, SC

We arrived on Friday and launched at Rocky Point, the 
neighborhood ramp. SeaWolfe was already on the dock. After 
lunch, Andy and his wife, Rosemary, took a sail with us on 
our Finale. Then Chris’s Tiggy got splashed and joined the 
pride.

Saturday morning was partly sunny with light winds, 
a chance of rain with wind increasing out of the west by 
afternoon. We set out for Twin Islands in company. We sailed 
south through the Little Gap then southeast on a broad reach 
for 3.5 nm with consistent wind. I am not sure why they are 
called twin islands; they were nothing alike. The larger one was 
tooth-shaped and had higher red clay cliffs to the west topped 
with trees, while the smaller one was dog-bone-shaped, low to 
the water with a pea stone shore and trees.

Left: Menger Men—(left to right) Chris Farr, Bud Buckwell, Andy Wolfe, and (author) Don Dill. Right: Waiting for the wind.

By Don Dill
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170 Old Chequessett Neck Rd., Wellfleet, MA 02667
508-349-2383, info@oldwharf.com, oldwharf.com

Building small 
rowing, row/sail, 

and expedition 
boats for over 

40 years on 
Cape Cod, MA

Let this book serve 
to fuel your 
woodworking 
daydreams or get
your wood-strip boat 
project back on track.

Available at 
Amazon.com

How To Build A
Wood-Strip Rowboat

In A Two-Car Garage

Brian Ramoly

We beached on the lee side of the smaller island for lunch. 
While children explored the island, we enjoyed conversation 
over the pros and cons of a dodger versus a bimini and our 
one-cylinder Yanmar diesel engines. All the while the west 
wind steadily increased and whitecaps appeared and we 
decided to make the run back to base camp comparing the 
performance of the afore mentioned Yanmar. The sun set as 
we enjoyed a great dinner followed by viewing a Bill Menger 

infomercial about the superior attributes of the Menger breed. 
We were already sold.

Sunday opened about the same as Saturday, weather-wise, 
but with a slower, more relaxed pace. Chris and I were working 
on de-engineering an overly complicated spritsail rig on an old 
Redmond Bluegill when Andy arrived and set us straight on a 
few rigging things. Then we were ready to head out in the cats 
again, this time west to the hurricane hole. I assumed it was 
named for a good calm anchorage during storms. We ghosted 
along with very little wind until we were ready to eat lunch, 
or head home. As soon as we got to hurricane hole the wind 
stepped up to a fresh breeze; so we sailed—never stopping at 
the hole—and enjoyed lunch on our boats.

Back at home base (cat cove?), we were surprised with a visit 
from another Menger captain which started another round 
of Menger Cat talk in the cockpit of Finale. Then it was time 
to return the visiting boats to their trailers and wrap up the 
weekend. By the time we got home we were talking about 
Menger Messabout No. 02.

Below: Farr Crew. Right: Cat Cove.
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Jackets, Caps, T-shirts, Belts, Totes, and more. 
Order online, Year-Round

Rjsebastian.net

Nautical Outfitters
RJ Sebastian
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TSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM – Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
  New Membership  Membership Renewal/Upgrade   Benefactor: $1,500
   Individual/Family, USA: $25 annually  Sponsor: $50 annually  Sponsor with ad: $75 annually
  Individual/Family, Outside USA: $35  Patron: $100 annually  Corporate Sponsor with ad: see below 
    

Enclosed is my check for $  ____________________ made payable to TSCA.              Change of Address
Chapter member?  Yes  No    Which Chapter? _____________________________________________________________________________
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City  __________________________________ State/Prov. __________ Zip/Postal Code  _____________ Country __________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Photocopy and mail to: Membership, Traditional Small Craft Association, Inc., PO Box 183, West Mystic, CT 06388. Or go online to tsca.net/join/
Note: Individual and Family Memberships qualify for one vote and one copy of each TSCA mailing. 
Family Memberships qualify all members of the immediate family to participate in all other TSCA activities. 

The Ash Breeze
Fall 2023 Volume 44 Number 3

Editorial Deadline: August 1, 2023
Articles: The Ash Breeze is a member-
supported publication; members are 
welcome to contribute. We strongly 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  m a t e r i a l 
electronically. Send text in an e-mail 
message, or as an MS Word attachment. 
Send photos as e-mail attachments, in TIFF 
or JPG formats, as large and/or as high-
resolution as possible. Please give captions 
naming people, places, and to whom photo 
credit should be given. You may also submit 
photographic prints, clean line drawings 
or typewritten material by US Mail. Please 
contact us IN ADVANCE if you must submit 
handwritten text, or material in another 
word processing or image format. 

E-mail to: andy@marinermedia.com.
The editors reserve the right to refuse 

publication of any material deemed not to be in 
the best interest of the TSCA.

Advertising Annual Rates:  (four 
consecutive issues of The Ash Breeze). 
Effective July 1, 2018

Sponsor, with 1/8 page ad  ................$75
Corporate Sponsor: 1/4 page  .......... $150
Corporate Sponsor: 1/2 page  ..........$400
Corporate Sponsor: full page .........$600
Corporate Sponsor: back cover ......$600

Members’ Exchange:
Boats for sale at TSCA.net, no charge for 
members.

TSCA Burgees: Fly our burgee with 
pride. Measuring 18x12 our nylon 
burgee has brass gromets. $29

Caps: Our navy blue TSCA caps feature 
a 6-panel design made with 100% 
brushed cotton, and a brass grommet 
and adjustment clasp. $20

Embroidered TSCA Member Patch 
is 3 inches and can be added to your 
favorite blazer, sailing jacket, or hat. 
Iron on for positioning. $3

T-shirts: Preshrunk cotton/polyester 
blend, light gray with TSCA logo and 
stylistic black artwork by Barry Long on 
the back. Sizes S, M, L, XL, and XXL. $25

TSCA Member Stickers are great for 
autos, boats, water bottles, and more. 
They won’t fade or crack. $1.50

Sea Bag: High quality 600d poly-
canvas, 11 inch (diameter) and 20 inches 
tall. It features a drop-bottom zippered 
pocket, an adjustable webbed sling 
carrying strap with single carry handle, 
and a roomy open main compartment 
with drawstring rope and webbed clip 
closure. $29.95

TSCA Wares

Time to renew?  Help us save time and postage by updating your membership before 
we send you a renewal request. Use the membership form above, renew online, or you 
send the address portion of the back cover with your payment.

Ash Breeze Back Issues: Original/
duplicated at $4 each, plus postage.
For issues before 2011 contact
Flat Hammock Press
5 Church Street, Mystic, CT 06355
860-572-2722
For issues 2012 to current contact
Andy Wolfe
540-264-0021, andy@marinermedia.com

Order at www.tsca.net/shop
Prices include shipping to lower 48 states.
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6821 Rte 7 S.
N. Ferrisburgh, VT 05473

802-425-3926
guideboat@agbboats.com

Join our “Traditional 
Sm

all C
raft A

ssociation” 
Facebook group!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW LINE OF 

Custom Spruce 
Feathering 

Oars

adirondack-guide-boat.com

Free Catalog Available
Order online

Ask about discounted home delivery 

Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/guideboat1


