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While many of us have already packed up our gear and covered our boats 
for the winter months, there are many just beginning to enjoy more moderate 
breezes and temperate water temps, especially now clear of 2019’s hurricane 
season. And yet, there are still hot spots of sailing in icy regions to be found...
get back to that in a minute.

During the winter months, being more reflective and cozy before a warm 
fire can conjure up all forms of wild ideas and fond memories of creative 
builds, small craft adventures, and friendships developed over a broad reach. 
It is within that “off” time where passion projects and voyaging visions are 
born. One such moment to remember for me was just summer last, when I 
participated in the John Gardner Workshop at Mystic Seaport, Connecticut, 
during their annual Wooden Boat Show. Talk about being immersed in small 
craft heritage! The weekend kept us busy messing about in traditional boats, 
ogling over the shiny new small craft on exhibition, surrounded by various 
workshops and displays on all sorts of topics from tools to seafaring heritage. 
And to top it off, we slung our tired selves onto a “rack” (bunk) aboard the 
permanent dockside tall ship for two nights so we could stay in the action!

This was my first experience offering my skills to the John Gardner 
Workshop. The John Gardner Chapter out of Groton, Connecticut, keeps the 
origin namesake. A consummate builder/maker with a passion for traditional 
design, defender of what makes them so beautifully seaworthy, John Gardner 
played a critical role in the origins of the TSCA. It was out of his dedication 
to mentoring that ignited the preservation of small craft heritage. His books, 
workshops, and articles helped educate all levels of small boat enthusiasts. 
One of his many claims to fame was standing up to changing regulations 
that would have discounted the more seaworthy traditional small craft hull 
designs. This foul not only fired up many traditional boat designers but it 
inspired the formation of our Traditional Small Craft Association. 

Another aspect of his legacy was the formation of the John Gardner Grant, 
which was created to help “research, document, preserve, and replicate 
traditional small craft associated skills.” Check out the John Gardner Grant 
fund applications on our website: tsca.net/john-gardner-fund/. As this year 
comes to a close, as a chapter or individual, consider making a donation to 
keeping his legacy of mentorship growing amongst our ranks!

It is with great honor that we look forward to the 50th year of the John 
Gardner Workshop in 2020 and reflect upon its legacy of small craft heritage! 
Cheers, John!

In celebrating John’s legacy, I would like to press upon all of our chapters to 
renew their passion for small craft heritage by sharing your origin story in the 
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The second running of the largest small-boat cruise in 
North America, the Salish 100, will take place July 10–17, 
with more than 100 boats voyaging 100 nautical miles—the 
full length of Puget Sound—from Olympia to Port Townsend, 
Washington.

At press time, 130 boats were registered for the cruise, 
including 15 larger support vessels. Scheduled overnight 
anchorages after leaving Olympia will include Henderson 
Inlet, Penrose Point State Park, Gig Harbor, Blake Island 
State Park, Kingston, Port Ludlow, and Fort Flagler State Park 
before hitting the beach in Port Townsend the afternoon of 
July 17, on the eve of the annual Pocket Yacht Palooza, one of 
the largest small-boat gatherings in the U.S.

The first Salish 100 was organized by the Port Townsend 
Pocket Yachters and sponsored by Duckworks Boat Builder’s 
Supply. Co-sponsors included the Puget Sound chapter of 
TSCA, Small Craft Advisor magazine, Kingston Mercantile 
& Marine, The Artful Sailor, and the non-profit Gig Harbor 
BoatShop. This year, the Salish 100 cruise will be under the 

banner of the Northwest Maritime Center in Port Townsend, 
joining two of the NWMC’s other major events, the Race 
to Alaska and Seventy48 (a human-powered-only race from 
Tacoma to Port Townsend).

Jake Beattie, executive director of the NWMC, said he was 
thrilled to see the popular small-boat cruise become part of 
the Northwest Maritime Center, whose mission is to help 
encourage more folks (especially youngsters) to get on the 
water, learn new maritime skills, and experience nature afloat. 
“You can’t sail, row, or paddle 100 miles without learning 
more about boat-handling,” said Beattie, “along with your 
own personal limits, how to deal with different wind and 
weather conditions, the natural world of Puget Sound and 
the buddy system. The Salish 100 isn’t a race, like some of 
our other events, so it’s a perfect complement to the R2AK, 
Seventy48, and the NWMC’s other on-the-water offerings.”

Co-sponsors of this year’s Salish 100 will include the Port 
Townsend Pocket Yachters, Small Craft Advisor, Duckworks 

Story and photos by Marty Loken

The Second 
Salish 100

Now Under the Banner of the 
Northwest Maritime Center in 
Port Townsend

Top: One of the prettiest boats in the Salish 100 fleet—Jim Hill’s 18-foot Myst, design by Don Kurlyko—shown here during a low-
wind day in Colvos Passage. (Fortunately, the current was flowing in the right direction…toward the night’s destination.)

continued on page 12
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by Ben Sebens

The 
100-Year-Old 
Whitehall

Top: Banks Lake. Above Right: To Catalina.

This past summer, my family and I spent a week at 
Steamboat Rock State Park on Banks Lake in Washington 
State. Banks Lake is a secondary reservoir for the Grand 
Coulee Dam. We brought along the family’s old Whitehall.  

Much like the storied dam, the classic Whitehall is a type 
that is easily recognized by sight and name. This particular 
Whitehall, named Winey for its wineglass transom, has had 
quite a history itself, reaching back well before the lake we 
were enjoying was even a thought.  

Winey was built in the San Francisco area in the 1920s with 
cedar planks over oak ribs. It was originally a deck boat for a 
large ship. It was uncovered by a gentleman in the early 50s 
in a junkyard. He fixed it up with broad amounts of fiberglass 
and whatever other sticky goo he could get a hold of. He 
proceeded to row it from the California coast to Catalina 
Island and back several times over the next couple of decades.  

In the early 80s, my father-in-law, Steve Clancy, came 
upon this lovely shape buried under some blackberries on 
Catalina Island. Stories were told, some money changed 
hands, and he brought the Whitehall home.  

The boat was in desperate need of restoration. All the 
fiberglass was easily stripped off, and the entire interior was 
removed. Some of the ribs had cracked and were replaced. 
The sheer strake was quite damaged, so Steve removed it, 
leaving the boat one strake shorter. Some seaworthiness was 
lost, but the rowing geometry was much improved. New 
thwarts and stern sheets were fabricated out of some excellent 
old growth fir.

During this project, Steve and his wife, Gladys, relocated 
from California to Eugene, Oregon. A year or two following 
the completion of the project, Steve sold Winey to a neighbor 
out of frustration of not using it. Gladys was quite upset at 
this and marched down the street to inform the neighbor 
that she would buy it right back at the same price anytime. A 
few months later, taxes came due, and Gladys got a knock at 
the door asking if her offer was still good. As such, Winey is 
technically Gladys’ boat, and cannot be sold for any reason.  

The next couple of decades saw many day trips, afternoons 
on the lake, boat shows, and plenty of time sitting on her 
trailer under a well-fitted cover. She has had several smaller 

continued on page 11
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by David A. Fitch

Building the Haven 12½: Part 5
More on Planking the Haven 12½

So now the planking, save for the sheer plank, is completed. 
I am falling behind a bit, but then I have to remind myself 
that I am setting my own schedule so who really cares. I am 
saving the sheer plank for after I turn the boat over. I think I 
can get a better fit by doing it more at eye level. At my age and 
knee condition, I don’t bend over well.  

Planking the boat is an artful task. Before I started, I created 
in my mind an image of a hull with no seams being visible 
on the finished boat. I wanted an absolutely smooth and fair 
exterior when the final coat of paint was applied. I’ll come 
back to this later.  

Lining Off 
Most of the lining off work for this boat was done for me. 

There is a table in the book on building the Haven 12 ½ that 
provides plank spacing at given frames. However, since no 
two boats are ever exactly alike, I went through the task of 
lining off according to the table and making the necessary 
adjustments to fit my boat. The adjustments were small but 
necessary in order to allow the sheer plank to lay fair and true 
to the Herreshoff design. 

 
Spiling
After studying some of the different spiling techniques, 

I went with the more traditional method of using a spiling 
batten and a set of dividers. I want this boat to finish out very 
traditional, so I am trying to use traditional methods wherever 
I can. Whichever method is used there is always an obligation 

to step back and sight down the lines to assure that the plank 
lines are fair. Mistakes can and will be made, and it is better to 
find them before the plank is cut. It has been said many times 
that you can take more off but you can’t put it back on. Laying 
out the plank on the bare cedar stock took some sorting. My 
cedar plank boards were four inches to twelve inches in width. 
Some of the planks have double curves, almost serpentine. 
This is especially true at the bilge curve. Accordingly, a plank 
that is seemingly four or five inches wide might require a board 
eight to ten inches wide in order to allow for the curves. I was 
not so concerned with the length of the boards since scarfing 
them was not problematic. I did not however want to have to 
edge glue any of the planks. To allow for the curvature of the 
planks at the bilge curve for the width of stock I had, I used 
an angle scarf. I laid two planks end to end and overlapped in 
the middle where the scarf would go. Then I laid my spiling 
batten down and arranged the planks so that all spiling points 
fit within the outside edge of the planks. I marked the angle 
and cut the scarf.  

Another issue with the planks is getting them to lay fairly 
against the frames, especially at the bilge curve. To achieve 
that, the backs of the planks have to be “backed out” or in 
other words hollowed out to match the curve of the frame. I 
used a scrub plane for that purpose, and it worked well. 

It doesn’t sound difficult, but it does take some practice in 
drilling the screw holes in the cedar planks. The cedar boards 
I had were all clear but seemed to have different densities. It 

The Angle Scarf

Lining off adjustments

continued on page 17
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Top: Witnesses to the launching of the replica canoe in the Green River, July 2019 (Sven Haakanson). Above Right: Muckleshoot 
and Burke staff after paddling the replica canoe to the ASUW Shell House at the University of Washington (Sven Haakanson).

by Sven Haakanson, Warren King George, Peter Lape, and 
Laura Phillips

Rebirth of an 
Ancient Coast  
Salish Canoe

On an early July day in 1963, 10-year old David Monstad 
was messing about on the banks of the Green River near his 
family’s dairy farm in Auburn, Washington, when he noticed 
a piece of carved wood sticking out of the river bank. He dug 
away to expose more and soon realized that he had found a 
dugout canoe. While he hoped to keep the canoe for himself, 
some fishermen also spotted it and reported it to the Burke 
Museum at the University of Washington (UW) in nearby 
Seattle. A few days later, UW students excavated the rest of 
the 26’ long canoe and brought it to the Burke where it has 
remained since.

Over five decades later, thanks to a $2,000 grant from the 
Traditional Small Craft Association John Gardner Fund, we 
began a new collaborative project to study this canoe, upgrade 
its storage cradle, carve a new replica, and paddle down the 
Green River. The project reunited some of the people involved 
in the 1963 find and introduced a new generation to this 
unique type of Coast Salish canoe used for hunting, fishing, 
and travel in rivers and estuaries, called “s.d xwìł” (phonetic 
spelling) in the Lushootseed language. This collaborative 
research highlights important aspects of local canoe traditions, 
specialized technologies adapted for the Pacific Northwest’s 
extensive inland river systems, and the continuing deep 
cultural connections to these places.

We began in fall 2016, when a group of experts including staff 
from the Burke Museum and the Muckleshoot Tribe (whose 
ancestral lands encompass the Green River valley) spent a day 

continued on page 13
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John Gardner Grant 
In 1999, TSCA created the John 

Gardner Grant program to support 
projects for which sufficient funding 
would otherwise be unavailable. Eligible 
projects are those which research, 
document, preserve, and replicate 
traditional small craft, associated skills 
(including their construction and 
uses) and the skills of those who built 
and used them. Youth involvement is 
encouraged. 

Proposals for projects ranging 
from $200 to $2000 are invited for 
consideration. Grants are awarded 
competitively and reviewed annually 
by the John Gardner Memorial Fund 
Committee of TSCA, typically in May. 

“To preserve, continue, and expand the 
achievements, vision and goals of John 
Gardner by enriching and disseminating 
our traditional small craft heritage.” 

The source of funding is the John 
Gardner Memorial Endowment Fund. 
Funding availability is determined 
annually. 

Eligible applicants include anyone 
who can demonstrate serious interest 
in, and knowledge of, traditional small 
craft. Affiliation with a museum or 
academic organization is not required. 
Projects must have tangible, enduring 
results that are published, exhibited, 
or otherwise made available to the 
interested public. Projects must be 
reported in The Ash Breeze. 

Program details, applications, and 
additional information: 

tsca.net/john-gardner-fund/
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Whitehall
continued from page 4

refits since then. Two years ago, she received a new skeg, stem, 
and keelson.  

Now being in fine condition, we loaded her up with enough 
gear for my family of four (myself, wife—Brenna, and two 
boys, 2.5 and 7) for a week and pulled her from Bellingham 
to Steamboat Rock to meet up with Steve, Gladys, and their 
bright red 1929 Old Town Canoe.  

Winey is the kind of boat that makes anyone looks like a 
good rower. She will track straight and true as long as you can 
pull two oars with roughly equal force. In a park full of very 
expensive and flashy ski boats, jet skis, and other motorized 
toys, the old Whitehall never failed to get an approving look 
and, frequently, a friendly compliment.  

Sadly, but unsurprisingly, a few hundred miles over less 
than excellent roads while being full of gear resulted in a few 
more broken ribs. Just par for the course for an old boat, and 
it didn’t stop me from bringing Winey to the Port Townsend 
Wooden Boat Festival.  

As Winey rounds out her first century and looks forward to 
another, I am pleased to have such a wonderful boat to enjoy. 
In a world increasingly filled with adrenaline and go-fast toys, 
being able to take joy in the rhythmic sound of the oars and 
the pitter-patter of water in the laps is something that I have 
come to relish and look forward to.  

Below: Post Restoration. Right Top: Capt'n and Crew.
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Boat Builder’s Supply, Kingston Mercantile & Marine, 
The Artful Sailor, Gig Harbor BoatShop, and the Ports of 
Olympia, Kingston, and Port Ludlow.

The fleet of small boats taking part in the S-100 will range 
from 11’-11” SCAMP sailboats to dozens of rowing-sailing 
Whitehalls, wherries, sharpies, melonseeds, and flatiron skiffs, 
to a full variety of smaller production sailboats including 
Montgomery 15’s and 17’s, West Wight Potters and others, 
along with dozens of home-built sailing-rowing boats designed 
by John Welsford, Iain Oughtred, Chesapeake Light Craft 
and many others. (Participating in the S-100, in fact, will be 
John Welsford—coming all the way from New Zealand—and 
John Harris of CLC, bringing one of his PocketShips from 
Maryland.)

Along the route, small-boat skippers from 14 states and two 
foreign countries will experience everything the Salish Sea has 
to offer: currents that race through narrow channels, tide rips, 
sandbars, rocky shores, wonderfully protected anchorages, 
wind conditions ranging from flat calm to small-craft 
warnings, encounters with wildlife (last year a pod of orcas 
glided through the fleet near Bainbridge Island), and some 
new friendships that’ll last a lifetime. Many of the participants 

Salish 100
continued from page 3

will come from inland states to experience saltwater boating—
tidal ranges of up to 14 feet—for the first time. Others will 
drive thousands of miles to attend. (Last year young Rachel 
Doss covered 2,200 miles, through seven states between Texas 
and Washington, to take part aboard her 13’ Guppy sailboat.)

While the first two Salish 100 small-boat cruises have started 
in Olympia and ended in Port Townsend, sailing routes for 
future runnings of the event will probably vary, since Puget 
Sound only accounts for about 20 percent of the broader 
Salish Sea, which extends from South Puget Sound north to 
the upper reaches of the Strait of Georgia in British Columbia 
waters and into vast fjords and the Strait of Juan de Fuca that 
separates Washington from BC. So, future Salish 100 routes 
might well include the San Juan Islands, the BC Gulf Islands, 
and waters farther north in British Columbia.

Registration for this year’s Salish 100 is full, but TSCA 
members who might wish to take part in the 2021 cruise 
can get details by emailing the S-100 volunteer team at 
Salish100cruise@gmail.com. Readers can also check out the 
Salish 100 Facebook page, where participants share photos 
and their experiences before, during, and after each cruise.

Below Left and Bottom: Some of the 100 boats, shown in 
Budd Inlet on the first day of the Salish 100.

Below Right: While Emiliano Marino had a modest sailing rig 
aboard his Bolger-designed Gloucester Gull, he rowed most of 
the way during the Salish 100.



The Ash Breeze, Winter 201913

Canoe
continued from page 8

Nooksack Tribal Member Elizabeth Swanaset King George (right) and her granddaughter 
Kalena Delgado bless the canoe before its maiden voyage (Sven Haakanson).

examining the canoe in the Burke collections storage area 
and taking samples of wood for analysis. The group included 
George Swanaset Sr., master canoe carver from the Nooksack 
Indian Tribe, who shared his detailed observations about 
the type, age, and historical repairs of the canoe. The canoe 
has two types of repairs to cracks done sometime in its life. 
One crack was “sewn” together and the cedar root stitching 
secured with spruce plugs. Another crack was repaired with 
square shank iron nails, which were available in the Green 
River area after about 1850. Swanaset also noted some unique 
aspects of the canoe—like its unusually thin walls, style of 
the gunwales, and the high number of natural knots. George 
helped the team choose samples of wood for radiocarbon 
dating, guiding us to the part of the hull that would have 
included the outermost rings, which would give a date closest 
to the cutting of the tree in the past. Archaeologist and 
ancient wood specialist Dr. Jennie Shaw identified the species 
of wood and part of the tree it came from prior to sending the 
sample to the dating lab. Results of that radiocarbon dating 
puts construction before 1840. Based on that date and other 
clues, Burke and Muckleshoot researchers determined that 
the original hunting canoe was carved in the early 1800s and 
was in use until the 1850s or later when it was left behind 
on the river bank. Canoes were frequently left or moored at 

convenient places on the river. We don’t know why this canoe 
was not reclaimed, but the 1850s and 60s were a time of great 
upheaval and violent displacement of Coast Salish people in 
the Green River valley and beyond.

In 2017, we were awarded a grant from 4Culture (a local 
heritage and arts foundation) to carve a new replica hunting 
canoe and launch it on the Green River. Nathan Garcia, a 
visiting researcher from the University of Denmark, recorded 
the hull shape using both 3D photogrammetry and traditional 
lines measurement. We then used the 3D files to print models 
in resin (at 1:10 scale) and gave a copy along with detailed 
plans of the original to Swanaset, who set about carving 
the replica using a cedar log donated by the City of Seattle. 
Swanaset had help from family members Trevor Delgado, 
George Swanaset Jr., and Mary Delgado, and frequent visits by 
Burke and Muckleshoot staff. Although George has a lifetime 
of experience carving various types of Coast Salish canoes and 
is well known for his fast racing canoes, which are in high 
demand on the active racing circuit in Washington and British 
Columbia, this is the first hunting canoe he has carved. 

On a hot July day in 2019, 56 years (maybe to the day) 
after David Monstad saw a piece of carved wood emerging 
from the muddy banks of the Green River, the replica hunting 
canoe was launched into the cool clear waters. Witnessing 
the launch ceremony, led by 10-year-old Kalena Delgado 
and her grandmother, Elizabeth King George (the great-
granddaughter and daughter of carver George Swanaset Sr.), 

continued on page 14
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Canoe
continued from page 13

were members of David Monstad’s extended family (David 
could not attend that day but has visited the canoe on another 
occasion), as well as the Portman family, who farmed the fields 
above the find site.

After the ceremony, we set off to paddle the hunting 
canoe to a new home on the shores of Union Bay in Lake 
Washington on the UW campus, a 33 mile, two-day trip. 
We paddled by the 1963 find spot on our way down river, 
accompanied by numerous kingfishers. In the 1800s, we 
could have paddled down the Green River to the Black River 
and to Lake Washington to the UW campus area. Since the 
construction of Hiram M. Chittenden Locks, which lowered 
Lake Washington by ten feet in 1916, the four-mile-long 
Black River no longer exists, so our crew made an overland 
portage (by truck) to the shores of Lake Washington, then 
paddled north to Union Bay. 

The hunting canoe handled beautifully. Stable and fast, it 
did well with one or two paddlers. Its rounded stern shape is 
ideal for river currents, and its high bow can take waves and 
keep occupants and cargo dry. This was tested on day two, 
when Seattle’s notorious fickle early summer weather gave us 
a torrential rain and a strong south wind for the lake part of 
the trip.

The replica hunting canoe will be kept at the ASUW Shell 
House, where the famed Boys in the Boat team practiced for 
their 1936 Olympic gold medal, and where historic Pocock 
racing shells were first made. It has easy access to the lake to 
facilitate on-water learning. Next, we plan to carve traditional 
19th century style paddles and weave tule or rush seat 
cushions, take more paddling trips, and learn more from this 
ancient canoe that has come back to life.

Top Right: Burke Museum staff excavate the ancient canoe 
from the banks of the Green River in July 1963 (Muckleshoot 
Tribe archives). 
Bottom Right: The canoe before its maiden voyage in the Green 
River (Sven Haakanson).
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The Design Works
9101 Eton Road, Silver Spring MD 20901

301-589-9391
www.messingabout.com 

A growing collection 
of high quality 

videos and blogs 
that bring you 

inside the world 
of traditional boats. 

Visit the following website 
for a 10% discount 

on membership:
www.OffCenterHarbor.com/TSCA

In memory of  
Michael K. Davis

Executive Director
died Nov. 3, 2008  

Floating The Apple, an active TSCA Chapter 
since 1994. With boats we build we promote 
universal access onto the public waterways, as 
a 501(c)(3) corp. floatingtheapple@gmail.com
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Learn How to Teach 
Math with Boats!

Framing Square Math
Bevin's Guide to Boat Building Math

Afternoons in the Boatshop
Available in Paperback and PDF Ebook

BUY YOUR COPY TODAY FROM:

Mariner Media (paperback and ebook)
marinermedia.com/product-category/boat-math/
or

WoodenBoat Store (paperback only)
woodenboatstore.com/category/boatbuilding

Chuck Sutherland & Marilyn Vogel
2210 Finland Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054
canusailor@yahoo.com
canusail.org

gryffynrowing.com 

Time 
to Row 

Forward

Calendar of Events
24th Annual Washington’s Birthday Regatta
February 21–February 23, 2020
The Barnacle Historic State Park
3485 Main Highway, Coconut Grove, FL 33133

Organizational Meeting – Proposed Vermont/New 
Hampshire Chapter
March 28, 2020, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Upper Valley – White River Junction, VT/Lebanon, NH, Exact 
location to be determined at a later date 

Go to tsca.net/events/ to submit events 
from your chapter and in your area.
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ducktrapstore.com

• Plans • Tools
• Hardware • Books

Everything you’ve come 
to expect from

Duck Trap and more.

Blue Hill, Maine     Gardner@hewesco.com
www.hewesco.com/cnc-marine/boatkits

St. Ayles Skiff

Kits for Oughtred, Vivier, Duck Trap, Wolstenholme, 
Timeless Surf, Selway-Fisher, Hylan, and Heritage 23

Haven 12½
continued from page 6

was very easy to drill too deeply with some holes and then too 
shallow on others. Using a stop on a counter sinking drill is 
advisable.  

Space Between Planks
This is still a mystery to me. I researched every place I could 

find and never did get even a hint of an answer. The question 
is whether or not to leave a space between the planks and if 
so, how much of a space. Intuition suggests that the boards 
will expand when wet and will seal off the space between 
them. Hence an expansion space is necessary, but how much? 
I ended up with some space, no more than a 1/16 inch. I 
suspect that if the boat does not sink, then I did alright. Just 
have to wait and see.  

Caulking
Whatever space I left between the planks got closed up 

with cotton caulking. I filled all the seams with cotton then 
painted the seams and cotton with primer paint. On top of 
that goes the filler compound for both under and out of water 
areas. I let the caulking dry for several days before the horror 
struck. Remember I said earlier that I wanted a seamless 
appearance on the boat when finished. Well the above water 
filler compound does not harden enough to be sanded flush 
with the planks. It took me another two weeks to get my 
head around that. I am now, after much sole searching and 
consultation with woodworker friends, resigned to the fact 
that my seams will show. Fortunately for me, the seam lines 
are all fair. In preparation for caulking and filling the seams, 
I edged all seams with masking tape to mitigate caulking 
and paint getting too far out onto the planks. This should 
help with the cleanup process and getting ready for the final 
sanding before painting. My intention now is to finish paint 
the bottom prior to turning it over.  

Next article will discuss faring and sanding. 

Caulking
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Bayfront Maritime Center TSCA
Richard Eisenberg
40 Holland St., Erie, PA 16507
814-456-4077 
rich.eisenberg@bayfrontcenter.org 
www.bayfrontcenter.org

British Columbia Chapter 
Quill Goldman, 2529 North Road, 
Gabriola Island, BC VOR 1X5, Canada 
250-247-9646 
barefootwoodenboats@shaw.ca

Brooklin Skiff Club 
Eric Blake 
PO Box 316, Brooklin, ME 04616 
etblake@gmail.com

Brooklyn Chapter 
Jim Luton, 570 20th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11218
917-971-7544
jim@canopystudios.com

Buffalo Maritime Center
Greg & Naomi Grundtisch
256 Iroquois Ave., Lancaster, NY 14086
716-681-1315
grundy@fantasiadesign.com

Cape Cod Chapter
Bill Stirling, 11 Naushon Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-790-0098
sstirling@comcast.net
Bob Lister, 126 Donegal Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-420-1718 
boblister98@yahoo.com

Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding
and Boating Society (CABBS)
Ed Neal, 4079 Porter Rd.
Westlake, OH 44145
440-871-0334
4edneal@gmail.com

Connecticut River Oar 
and Paddle Club (CROPC)
Jon Persson, P.O. Box 281 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-2534 
jonpersson7@gmail.com

Crystal River Boat Builders (CRBB)
Bill Connor
9 Browallia Ct., Homosassa FL, 34446
352-503-2166, wjconnorjr@yahoo.com

Delaware River TSCA 
Frank Stauss, 856-981-0998 
fstauss@verizon.net 
delrivertsca.net

Downeast Chapter
Steve Brookman
117 Parker Point Rd.
Blue Hill, ME 04614
239-822-1318
Steve@DowneastTSCA.org
DowneastTSCA.org

Floating The Apple
Adina Taylor, 1225 Park Ave, Ste C10
New York, NY 10128
212-564-5412
floatingtheapple@earthlink.net 

Florida Gulf Coast TSCA
Michael Jones, 4721 16th Ave N. 
St. Petersburg, FL
727-560-5782
fgctsca@gmail.com 
mj.woodwork@gmail.com

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum TSCA
Brent Creelman
315 Front Street
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-7317
brent@maritimefriends.org

John Gardner Chapter
Dan Nelson
U of Connecticut
Avery Point Campus
1084 Shennecossett Road
Groton, CT 06340
860-535-3623, dkenelson@att.net

Les Cheneaux Chapter
Mike Jellison, 906-630-1230
jellison_ml@centurylink.net 

Lost Coast Chapter—Northern CA
President Susan Larkin
Secretary Jade Tippett
P.O. Box 1096, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
707-506-6646, lostcoasttsca@gmail.com 

Lower Columbia River Chapter
Allen Bennett
262 State Route 409
Cathlamet, WA 98612
805-208-7335
allenbennett@centurytel.net

Michigan Maritime Museum Chapter
Pete Mathews, Sec’y
PO Box 100, Gobles, MI 49055
269-628-4396
canoenut@bciwildblue.com

North Shore TSCA
Nathan Burgess, 28 Ronaele Road
Medford, MA 02155
northshoretsca@outlook.com

Old Bay Club (Chesapeake Bay, VA)
Eddie Breeden, 3001 Winterfield Rd.
Midlothian, VA 23113
(804) 615-4413 
oldbayclub@gmail.com

Oregon Coots
John Kohnen, PO Box 24341 
Eugene, OR 97402 
541-688-2826
jkohnen@boat-links.com
https://groups.io/g/oregoncoots

Patuxent Small Craft Guild
Brian Forsyth, 13464 Lore Pines Lane
Solomons, MD 20688
443-804-6439
brforsyth@comcast.net

Pine Lake Small Craft Association
Sandy Bryson, Sec’y, 333 Whitehills Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823 
517-351-5976
sbryson@msu.edu

Puget Sound TSCA
Claire Acord, President
whidbeyboatpainter@gmail.com
Marty Loken, Secretary
PO Box 216, Nordland, WA 98358
360-316-1557, norseboater22@gmail.com
E-mail forum: tsca-puget@yahoogroups.com
www.tscapuget.org

Ralph Middleton Munroe Chapter
Barnacle Historic State Park
Coconut Grove, FL 33133
John Palenchar, john@palenchar.net
7641 SW 65th Place
South Miami, FL 33143
305-666-9588 (h), 305-803-1653 (c)

Sacramento TSCA
Todd Bloch, 122 Bemis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131
415-971-2844
todd.sb@comcast.net 

South Jersey TSCA
George Loos, 53 Beaver Dam Rd.
Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
609-861-0018
georgeowlman@aol.com

Active TSCA Chapters



The Ash Breeze, Winter 201919

St. Augustine Lighthouse Chapter
Jim Millette
2353 Commodores Club Blvd
St Augustine FL 32080
410-279-9826 
Sailbythelee@icloud.com

Texas Boatcrafters and Messers
Mack McKinney
159 Albrecht Rd.
Center Point, TX 78010
830-370-8488
mack@woodnboats.com

Thames River Chapter
Russell Smith
6 Drawbridge West
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
860-536-1113
fruzzy@hotmail.com

TSC Raleigh
Dean Herring
494 Darius Pearce Rd
Youngsville, NC 27596
919-632-5915
dfharing@aol.com 

Warren Rivers (Rhode Island) Chapter
Rock Singewald
10 Taylor St.
Warren, RI 02885
443-980-5601
rock9@mindspring.com

Chapters Organizing

Fundy Chapter
John Kipping, 506 Rusagonis Rd
Rusagonis, NB  E3B 8Z2 Canada
jkipping@nbnet.nb.ca, 506-444-1550

"Twin State" NH/VT Chapter 
Nate Carey, Grantham Boatworks 
P. O. Box 27, Grantham, NH 03753 
603-863-2915 
granthamboatworks@myfairpoint.net

✔ Professional development online 
and in-person
✔ Tabletop Woodworking Stations turn 
your tables into a woodshop
✔ All and only hand tools
✔ Project plans with step by step 
directions aligned to standards
✔ Support and advice
✔ Purchase and Rental options

Portable Woodworking for Schools and Camps: Empowering, Engaging and Easy!

Learn more at:   www.maplewoodshop.com        info@maplewoodshop.com 

Pres. Message
continued from page 2

Ash Breeze, along with photos and stories of how your chapter has grown 
and the events that define your region/group. Let’s make 2020 a year to 
celebrate what makes traditional small craft heritage worth preserving and 
protecting! 

Now back to that winter hot-spot! 
Although I’ve swallowed the anchor in the South, my Northern 

upbringing rings in my ears when the cold-winds blow. You see, I remember 
days on the “hard.” Yes, the sea comes in two personalities, hard and soft! 
And seeing how I’m a personality of contradiction, there had to be more 
to winter then skiing...ice skating? 

Then it was confirmed...a famous traditional boat designer I knew of 
also enjoyed the pleasures of designing and sailing on hard water! Our first 
family boat to sail the Great Lakes was a 26' L. Francis Herreshoff sloop, 
but when we sailed to an island in Lake Erie, THERE IT WAS, suspended 
from the ceiling of a Put-in-Bay restaurant! A 26' Iceboat. It looked quite 
a bit like Herreshoff’s 1925 Slipper. Little did I know that years later I 
would actually sail across the frozen sea of Lake Erie in late January from 
Sandusky to South Bass Island to attend a regatta of other small craft 
iceboats. WOW! Talk about a community of traditional boat builders on 
the edge of West system technologies. We wore out those DN (Detroit 
News) iceboats until we moved South and configured beach wheels for 
blades.

Until there at the Grayden Paul Park in Beaufort, NC, I dared to set up 
my “iceboat” on a sheet of clear plastic and fielded all sorts of questions at 
my first Wooden Boat Show decades ago. We were a humorous spectacle 
in the South. Northern transplants knew exactly what she was, and we had 
a good laugh and reminisced together on the glory days of “hard-water 
sailing.”

I eventually sold Polar Bear to a Canadian and still imagine she flies the 
winds of winter.

Here’s to Winter Daydreams and projects enough to keep us warm!

Capt Suz
Captain Suzan R. Wallace MFA MM
President of the Traditional Small Craft Association
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drathmarine
http://drathmarine.com

1557 Cattle Point Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Mole got it right...
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by Rock Singewald

Year in Review—Warren Rivers Chapter
Another busy year for us here in Warren, RI, kicked off 

in early March with the appropriately named Snow Row in 
Hull, MA. This 3½ mile race is hosted by the Hull Lifesaving 
Museum and features a Le Mans type start with crews 
running across the snowy beach to jump in their boats, back 
off the sand, and head out around the course in Hull Bay. Our 
hearty crew of Carol Meeker, Jim Allen, Mary Evans, Owen 
Mesham, Austin Geist, Dylan Ladds, and Adam Mushin 
rowing in Cady, our Pilot Gig, handled snow, wind, and waves 
in expert fashion. 

The weather warmed up and the rain stopped long enough 
for us to hold our third annual Learn to Row Day at the Warren 
Town Beach in early June. We 
had our best turnout ever with 
kids of all ages trying out the fleet 
of rowing craft we assembled. 
Once again Sally Johnson and 
Curtis Betts provided a sizable 
portion of the fleet. We again 
welcomed Ron Rantilla and 
his Front Rower and this year 
some sliding seat boats from 
our neighbor in Barrington, 
East Bay Rowing. Curtis also 
anchored his Herreshoff H-28 
Holiday off the beach next to 
Tim Fallon’s beautiful catboat Kathleen, providing a perfect 
background for the event.

At the Learn to Row Day, we received a number of 
questions about how kids in town could get more time rowing 
in boats. In response, we approached Warren Recreation and 
Parks and suggested that we add rowing as an activity in the 
annual summer camp the town holds right on the banks of 
the Warren River. The suggestion was gladly accepted, and so 

Don Betts, Harbormaster Ed Cabral, and I found ourselves 
herding groups of 8-, 9-, and 10-year-olds in a collection of 
dinghies we were able to put together from our own boats 
and some generous donations. It was great fun and the kids 
seemed to really enjoy themselves mastering some new skills. 
We hope to do it again this coming summer.

We had a full weekend of rowing in early September starting 
on Saturday with an event we hosted for the local Land Trust, 
rowing out to one of their properties on the Palmer River in 
Warren. It was a beautiful day to visit a beautiful spot. Then 
on Sunday, we teamed up with our friends from East Bay 
Rowing for a 35-mile relay using our gig Cady. We started 

way up the Taunton River in 
Taunton, MA, and rowed six 
legs swapping crews as we went 
down the river under the Braga 
Bridge in Fall River, MA, out 
across Mt. Hope Bay and under 
the Mt. Hope Bridge in Bristol, 
RI, and then up Narragansett 
Bay to the Warren River and 
home. It took all day but was 
worth the effort as we traced 
an ancient route used by the 
indigenous Pokanoket Tribe to 
travel through their territory 

for centuries.
Last but not least, we raced in Hull, MA, again in late 

October in the Head of the Weir 5½ mile race. We had 
chapter members winning medals in two different categories 
in this colorful regatta that brings a large fleet of traditional 
rowing craft together from all over New England and New 
York. Another fun day making us all the more eager to start 
planning for the next Snow Row and another great year ahead!!
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Sharing the Joy of Small Boats

September 26-27, 2020
Portland Yacht Services

100 West Commercial Street

"The MSCC is not only my favorite event of my boat show season but has been the most rewarding in terms of boats sold and new relationships generated"
Clint Chase-Chase Small Craft
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TSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM – Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
  New Membership  Membership Renewal/Upgrade   Change of Address
   Individual/Family, USA: $25 annually  Sponsor: $50 annually  Sponsor with ad: $75 annually
  Individual/Family, Outside USA: $35  Patron: $100 annually  Corporate Sponsor with ad: see below 
    

Enclosed is my check for $  _______________________ made payable to TSCA. 
Chapter member?  Yes  No Which Chapter? __________________________________________________________________________________
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City  ___________________________________ State/Prov. __________ Zip/Postal Code  ______________ Country ___________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Photocopy and mail to: Secretary, Traditional Small Craft Association, Inc., PO Box 183, West Mystic, CT 06388. Or go online to tsca.net/join/
Note: Individual and Family Memberships qualify for one vote and one copy of each TSCA mailing. 
Family Memberships qualify all members of the immediate family to participate in all other TSCA activities. 

The Ash Breeze
Spring 2020 Volume 41 Number 1

Editorial Deadline: February 1, 2020
Articles: The Ash Breeze is a member-
supported publication; members are 
welcome to contribute. We strongly 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  m a t e r i a l 
electronically. Send text in an e-mail 
message, or as an MS Word attachment. 
Send photos as e-mail attachments, in TIFF 
or JPG formats, as large and/or as high-
resolution as possible. Please give captions 
naming people, places, and to whom photo 
credit should be given. You may also submit 
photographic prints, clean line drawings or 
typewritten material by U.S. Mail. Please 
contact us IN ADVANCE if you must submit 
handwritten text, or material in another 
word processing or image format. 

E-mail to: andy@marinermedia.com.
The editors reserve the right to refuse 

publication of any material deemed not to be in 
the best interest of the TSCA.

Advertising Annual Rates:  (four 
consecutive issues of The Ash Breeze). 
Effective July 1, 2018

Sponsor, with 1/8 page ad  ................ $75
Corporate Sponsor: 1/4 page  .......... $150
Corporate Sponsor: 1/2 page  ..........$400
Corporate Sponsor: full page .........$600
Corporate Sponsor: back cover ......$600

Members’ Exchange:
Text only: 50 words or less, free to 
members. $10 additional, per photo.

Caps: Our navy blue TSCA caps feature 
a 6-panel design made with 100% 
brushed cotton, and a brass grommet 
and adjustment clasp. $20

T-shirts: preshrunk cotton/polyester 
blend, light gray with TSCA logo and 
stylistic black artwork by Barry Long on 
the back. Sizes S, M, L, XL, and XXL. $20

Sea Bag: high quality 600d poly-canvas, 
11 inch (diameter) and 20 inches tall. 
It features a drop-bottom zippered 
pocket, an adjustable webbed sling 
carrying strap with single carry handle, 
and a roomy open main compartment 
with drawstring rope and webbed clip 
closure. $29.95

Order at www.tsca.net/shop

TSCA Wares

Time to renew?
Help us save time and postage by updating your membership before 
we send you a renewal request. Cut out or photocopy the membership 
form at the top of this page, complete it and return it with your renewal 
payment to the Secretary, PO Box 183, West Mystic, CT 06388. Or, you 
may send the address portion of the back cover with your payment. 

Ash Breeze Back Issues: Original/
duplicated at $4 each, plus postage.
For issues before 2011 contact
Flat Hammock Press
5 Church Street, Mystic, CT 06355
860-572-2722
For issues 2012 to current contact
Andy Wolfe
540-264-0021, andy@marinermedia.com



Th
e T

raditional
Sm

all C
raft

A
ssociation, Inc.

P.O
. B

ox 183
W

est M
ystic C

T
 06388

C
H

A
N

G
E

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 R
E

Q
U

E
S

TE
D

N
on-P

rofit O
rg.

U
.S

. P
O

S
TA

G
E

P
A

ID
P

ontiac, Illinois
P

E
R

M
IT N

O
. 592

6821 Rte 7 S.
N. Ferrisburgh, VT 05473

802-425-3926
guideboat@agbboats.com

Join our “Traditional 
Sm

all C
raft A

ssociation” 
Facebook group!

TSCA Members 
Check our Instock Specials
on New & Used Boats 

Order Now for Spring Delivery

Custom Cherry Oars 
included with 
all Boats

adirondack-guide-boat.com
Free Catalog Available

Order online

Ask about discounted home delivery 

Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/guideboat1


