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Ode to Fall—when the warm waters and cooler breezes mark the remains 
of the season!

From here in the Carolinas, I am so ready for fall on the water. Although 
we may dodge a few hurricanes yet, it is still my favorite time of the year. 

I salute Steve Brookman, who has officially left the cockpit and has left 
me here with a great crew and finely fitted association. I want to officially 
welcome our newly elected National Council members: Kent Lewis, Ben 
Sebens, and Bill Stirling. They join our well-seasoned crew: Samuel Shogrun, 
David Wyman, Pete Redston, John Weiss, and Carl Weissinger. It truly 
takes a team to keep the TSCA heading true. It was exciting to see so many 
members stepping up to take on leadership roles in our last election. May 
you all gain satisfaction in knowing your efforts are appreciated.

On that note, I encourage all of our members to step up and help move 
your local chapter forward. Seek out new members along the way as you take 
on challenging projects and explore uncharted waters. It is this fellowship 
that makes a voyage memorable. Send us your stories and pictures!

It is on this point that I would like to set a new heading at the helm. 
Having spent a lifetime on the water, I do not hesitate to acknowledge those 
who brought me along and eventually set me off on my own, my “mentors.” 
Think upon who your mentors were/are. Are you a mentor to someone else 
coming along? Access is often the only reason folks aren’t on the water. Turn 
the tide for someone and invite them out.

As for me, I was lucky enough to be the youngest of five in a family of 
water bugs. Both my parents began as water safety instructors in summer 
camps. As my father tells the story, he got tired of paddling that wedding gift 
canoe and asked my mother to sew him a sail; the rest is history. I am forever 
grateful that my mentors were my parents. The fiberglass revolution had not 
yet begun, so I grew up alongside them learning the value of wooden “boat 
maintenance.” I learned under my father's tutelage on all types of traditional 
boats and rigs on the Great Lakes. He went on to earn his 100-ton Captain’s 
license to mentor on other folk’s vessels and continued for 50 years helping 
the Red Cross with their programs on the water.

Then the day came when he brought home a lot from a nautical auction, 
and there it was........a beat up, dry rot, sail-less 11' wooden catboat skiff, 
yearning for a sorry soul to restore her to former glory. That would be me. In 
true mentorship fashion, he realized the challenge and promised she could 
be mine if I put in the work and brought her back to the water. She surely 
was a “project” boat that required many hours of new fastenings, varnish, and 
rigging, including a sewing lesson on my mom’s old straight stitch. Upon her 
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Oh! That’s the sort of thing granddads should be doing. 
My former crew John Shuttleworth had become a famous 
multihull designer, but now in his dotage he had made a pirate 
boat for his grandkids. We were visiting him in the old UK 
so,I took this germ of an idea home with me to Australia. Ever 
heard of this wonderful super cheap plywood called scrumpy 
ply? Well, I made a cabin out of it to fit on my Herreshoff 
rowboat, but the kids didn’t like it, and in hindsight, I believed 
it made the dory top heavy.

Stage two started off with the purchase from India of a pirate 
flag and a proper wooden steering wheel. Well, the flag looked 
big enough to make a sail so now was the time to employ 
that sailboard mast I had rescued form a rubbish tip. A hole 
was drilled in the mast to accept a broomstick handle, some 
cringles fitted to the pirate flag, and this was lashed to the 
cross beam. The free standing mast was supported by a beam 
across the gunwales and a positioning cleat glued to the floor.

A rudder extension was fitted to the steering rudder, and 
this was connected to the steering wheel. So, there we were, 
set up and ready to go. Well, we gave it a small run at the 
Dangar Dory Derby Day and were surprised how easily and 
swiftly did the small sail move the dory on. 

It is interesting to reflect on the difference between a sailboat 
and a rowing boat. They have entirely different requirements. 
The sail boat has ample wind power that threatens stability. 

Consequently, the sailboat must have substantial beam and 
wetted surface. The increased resistance through the water 
does not make a good rowing boat. The rowing boat or canoe 
has limited man power, so its beam, and thus its wetted 
surface, is reduced so that it is easily driven. Then its limited 
stability makes it a poor sailing boat. However, this is not on 

by John Murray, photos by Sofan Chan

The Grandkid 
Pirate Ship

Top: Inverse proportion—the smaller the boat, the more fun. 
Right: John Shuttleworth’s grandkids’ pirate boat in the old UK.

continued on page 8
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A Pine Tar Tale 
(How one TSCA Chapter got started)
by John Kipping 

Serendipity happens a lot around boats and the waterways—
at least I’ve noticed it a lot since a first sailing course at age 12 
and the intervening, ahem, let’s say 50 years around sailing 
and boats. The serendipity hit again recently and led to the 
organizing of a new TSCA Chapter. The “organizing” Fundy 
Chapter is way up here in the “far” north, in the “picture 
province” of New Brunswick, Canada. We’re just east of Maine 
and north of Nova Scotia, to save some from looking it up. 
More fun, the Fundy chapter formation is a “pine tar” tale.

I better admit right away, yes, I’m a “boat-head.” I suppose 
so too are most who will read this. We confirmed BHs will 
fondly recall hours spent reading the waterway imaginings 
of our heroes like William Garden, R.D. Culler, and John 
Gardner where pine shavings, turpentine, and linseed oil 
aromas are wafting around in the breeze while on boats they 
designed/developed/advocated, like R.D. Culler’s practical tip 
of how, oddly enough, a tablespoon of pine tar per gallon of 
white paint led to widespread compliments on the “whiteness” 
of a little schooner. (Skiffs and Schooners, page 171, first 
paragraph). 

So, here is the tale. Recently at a gala dinner, I was seated 
beside an old acquaintance, Peter Atkinson, who had been 
a theatre carpenter a while back and then went “pro” fine 

woodworking. I hadn’t seen him for years. Pete and two 
others had built Bolger designed Thomaston Galleys so we 
got talking, had some (plenty?) refreshments, and I blurted 
out that I always wanted to build a big scow sloop or schooner 
but never got around to it. Pete’s a quiet guy and gave no 
comment, so the talk moved on.

Days later, I got a call from one of the other “Galley” builders, 
John Geldart, and he was going on about two 40-gallon 
drums of pine tar that were going to be thrown in the local 
landfill by a company short on space, and he’d heard from 
Pete that I had somewhere to store them, and would I? I had 
storage space but wasn’t inclined to admit it without further 
research. Long story short, the two drums are safely on a pallet 
in the “red building” behind my house awaiting proper use 
on a traditional wood sailboat! Research showed that pine tar 
has indefinite shelf life, is not bothered by freezing, responds 
to heating, and mixes well with others (paints, oils, and goo). 
Further research confirms that “purified” linseed oil with pine 
tar and coloring is the underrated “modern” natural paint and 
preservation solution. Visions of an easily built replica scow 
sloop in natural finish began dancing in my (boat) head, so I 
stored the barrels.

continued on page 11
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by David A. Fitch

Building the Haven 12½: Part 4
Planking: The Scary Phase of the Project

So now all the framing is completed. The molds are built. 
The keel, stem, transom, and centerboard trunk are completed 
and locked in place. Frankly, this is the first time in the project 
that I actually felt fear. Until this point, it’s been all about 
learning, experimenting, and trial and error kinds of things.  
I asked Eric Dow one time about the planking. I asked if it is 
appropriate, after all the finish work and painting is completed, 
for the seams in the planking to be visible. He answered by 
saying it all depended on how good of a job was done on 
the planking. Frankly at the time, I did not understand what 
he had just said and was too embarrassed to pursue further. 
Now as I stand here looking at this skeleton of a boat, the 
reality hits me. Wood. Everything in this boat so far is made 
of wood. Wood does only one thing. 

When I lived in Texas, a building contractor friend of mine 
once told me that in Texas, concrete does only two things. It 
gets hard and it cracks. Wood, on the other hand, does one 
thing. It moves.  By move, I mean it can expand, contract, 
bend, twist, cup, bow, and crack. Thus far I have been 
absolutely meticulous in my workmanship. From the molds 
to the frames and stem and keel and transom and all other 
parts I measured and re-measured, then cut ever so carefully. 
I have no plausible means of knowing now how much all 
these pieces of wood have moved. And now I am to begin the 
process of laying the planks so that they are all true and fair 
against a shell that has most assuredly changed shape all on its 
own. I am thus reminded of Eric’s admonition that the laying 
of the planks will define the quality of the build. Great.

Before we start with laying the planks, I must raise one 
other challenge,  locating an adequate supply of White Cedar 
to plank the boat. White Cedar has been over harvested 
and locating enough to build the boat is very difficult. I am 
referring to clear White Cedar. Cedar with knots is available. 
I had no desire to plug two- and three-inch knots.  

Lining off and Spiling 
I won’t take up space here with specifics regarding lining 

off and spiling. I suggest if you have any doubts with either 
of these skill sets that you take the time to learn. I found 
invaluable help with this on both YouTube and Off Center 
Harbor videos.  

The Garboard 
This would be a very good time to step back and sharpen 

your chisels and bench plane blades. If you are not keenly 
skilled in this art, then I would recommend stepping back even 
further and acquiring the skills. Okay, back to planking. You 
might recall that the stem has a rabbit cut from near the top 
of the stem to the keel. The rabbit then merges into the rabbit 
in the keel. I found it difficult to visualize that transition of 
the rabbit before attempting to mount the garboard. Hence, 
some additional hand chiseling to get the correct and tight 
fit. Second, the keel on the Haven, unlike the keel on the 
Herreshoff 12½, has to accommodate a centerboard trunk. 
Accordingly, it is wider at the trunk area, creating additional 

Hinged spiling batton

Spiling the planks

continued on page 17
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issue if the wind is abaft the beam as longitudinal stability is 
large. Hence, the square rig is more practical and traditional. 
Now we can make long rowing trips in the direction of the 
anticipated afternoon wind and have a nice ride home.

Now it was time to try a more extended sail on the pirate 
boat. The steering control rope was severed near the seating 
position and snap hooks were attached for easy re-connection. 
The boat was launched up wind of Dangar Island and rigged 
for sail down river. Friends were alerted to photograph this 
strange invention.

With a bit of adjustment, the Dory picked up the wind and 
began sailing to the Island. Enhanced stability was achieved 
by sitting in the bilge and thus becoming ballast.

The small sail area and unstayed mast make the sail easy 
to handle. What must be realized is that running downwind 
increases sail as the wind assist comes not only from the sail but 
from all windage including the boat hull. On the other hand, 
the windage of hull and body opposes motion when going to 
windward. On one occasion travelling down-wind, I remember 
travelling at a good clip by standing up with my daughter and 
being driven by the sail area of our bodies. Sail can be quickly 
reduced by removing the mast and sail and bringing them into 
the boat. However, safety can be better assured by getting a 
good weather forecast and anticipating the wind.

Now to plan a row to Barrenjoey 6nm to the east and a sail 
back in the afternoon nor’easter. Let’s hope it works out. The 
old body can’t stand too much rowing these days, so maybe 
the sail will compensate.

John invented and makes the Gaco oarlocks. He also makes 
the turbo oars and dories and is an enthusiastic supporter of 
rowing as a clean healthy activity. His motto is: “Not smelly 
noisy engines, just smelly healthy people.”

Left Top: Pirate granddaughters training to take over the world.
Left Bottom: Still works OK with wind on the quarter, but sand 
ballast in the bow will help.

Pirate Ship
continued from page 3
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John Gardner Grant 
In 1999, TSCA created the John 

Gardner Grant program to support 
projects for which sufficient funding 
would otherwise be unavailable. Eligible 
projects are those which research, 
document, preserve, and replicate 
traditional small craft, associated skills 
(including their construction and 
uses) and the skills of those who built 
and used them. Youth involvement is 
encouraged. 

Proposals for projects ranging 
from $200 to $2000 are invited for 
consideration. Grants are awarded 
competitively and reviewed annually 
by the John Gardner Memorial Fund 
Committee of TSCA, typically in May. 

“To preserve, continue, and expand the 
achievements, vision and goals of John 
Gardner by enriching and disseminating 
our traditional small craft heritage.” 

The source of funding is the John 
Gardner Memorial Endowment Fund. 
Funding availability is determined 
annually. 

Eligible applicants include anyone 
who can demonstrate serious interest 
in, and knowledge of, traditional small 
craft. Affiliation with a museum or 
academic organization is not required. 
Projects must have tangible, enduring 
results that are published, exhibited, 
or otherwise made available to the 
interested public. Projects must be 
reported in The Ash Breeze. 

Program details, applications, and 
additional information: 

tsca.net/john-gardner-fund/
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Pine Tar Tale
continued from page 4

Way back, Geldart was also a fine woodworker, and he 
went on to architecture and then practiced in Nova Scotia 
and the Middle East. But he also has a passion for “visitor 
experience” venues and all it took was a mention of TSCA 
type boat meets, local indigenous boat talk, and revitalizing 
local boat building, and we were two with a purpose.  A few 
calls and it turns out there is a lot of pent-up demand for 
TSCA-like activity in the region. And Atkinson and Geldart 
followed through. A scow sloop plan measured from a “finer 
representative model” of the type by Chapelle in 1939 on 
a mudbank in St. Stephen, N.B. was obtained from the 
Smithsonian Institute and Geldart/Atkinson have produced 
a 1/16 scale model.  Our Fundy chapter has a plan to build 
the full scale craft as a first project. Pine Tar will be used! All 
advice is welcome. 

Great 4th Race
Once again this year, the July 

Great 4th Race was plagued with 
foul weather!

The fleet of eight traditionally 
rigged small sailing craft headed 
up current and up wind out 
of Taylors Creek in a light 
southwest breeze. 

Hopes of getting to 
Shackleford Banks and back before the nasty weather 
set in were dashed, however, when squalls moved in 

North Carolina Maritime Museum 
Chapter Update

off the ocean. Folks headed back after 
a short break on the west end of Bird 
Shoals, with a few hunkering down on 
the beach with sails furled tight.

August Rally
Another unsettled day looked likely 

as seven boats set off down the creek on 
a very light southwest breeze. The wind 
died prior to entering the North River 

and, as the rain began to fall, the fleet was towed in a line 
back to the Watercraft Center in Beaufort.
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The John Gardner Small Craft Workshop 
at the WoodenBoat Show
by Bill and Karen Rutherford, photos by Photographs by Bill and Karen Rutherford, Brian Cooper, and Sharon Brown

Rather than recount all the activities of the weekend, we 
thought we would share some photos of the highlights. Our 
lead photo (1) is of the start of the comparison row (it was not 
a race…) between Michael and Kristin Culbertson rowing 
conventionally in our Susan B. Holland and Andy Strode 
rowing a front-facing oar system in the Seaport’s John Gardner 
Modified Herreshoff rowing boat, commonly known as The 
Green Machine. It was an interesting exercise, pun intended, 
as they rowed down to the Bridge and back. Andy had the 
advantage of seeing where he was going; Michael and Kristin 
had the advantage of longer waterline length and double 
the person-power. Michael and Kristin took the scenic tour, 
visiting the Sabino and the Shipyard while Andy went straight 
as an arrow. They finished very close together, possibly out if 
respect for Andy, but with smiles all around. No one was out 
of breath and all had praise for their fine rowing boats.

(2) Right after Dawn Miller, manager of the Seaport 
Boathouse, welcomed us and advised us that we all wear life 
vests when on the water at the Seaport, Duncan Wright led 
us in a fun beach demonstration of Rescue Under Oar and 
Sail. As you can see, one of the JGTSCA Dories has capsized 
and the folks in the little red canoe have come to the rescue. 
Duncan walked (swam?) us through two scenarios, one 
in shallow water, one in deeper water. Lines were thrown, 
persons rescued, and boats righted. I was fortunate to be saved 
by my grandson and granddaughter and the boat saved in 
the shallow water scenario. Alas, we lost the boat in the deep 
water scenario, but all crew were saved. Good fun and new 
skills learned.

(3) Brian Cooper led Rows up the River on Saturday and 
down the River on Sunday morning. In the photo below are: 
Bob Lister in his Flapjack Skiff, Shelly and Bill Stirling in their 
Beach Pea Pod, Thad Danielson in a stretched Spurling Row 
Boat, Tom Clark in his off the grid, electrically powered CLC 
Southwester Dory and peeking from behind, Pete Peters in 
his Delaware Ducker. Other Saturday participants included: 

1

3

2

4
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Tom Shepard, Ralph Szur (who sailed back), Liz Blackwell, 
as well as Dan Nelson and Brian Hammond, Ben Fuller, and 
a wonderful father-daughter team rowing the Susan B. on 
Sunday.

(4) Our general theme was Camp Cruising and the boys 
from the Chesapeake, Pete Peters and Paul Skalka, entertained 
us all, pulling items from their camp cruising kits like this 
folding bowl that snaps together. Bits of advice included, 
“Don’t use dry ice; it’ll freeze your beer,” and “When you leave 
the launch ramp, turn around and take a photo. Then hit the 
manoverboard button on your GPS and it will remember the 
Lat/Long.” That and “Check the dew point before turning in 
without a boom tent; you could wake up soaking wet.”

(5) Continuing the Camp Cruising theme, Dan Nelson 
shared how to pitch a tent in a Dory, his CLC Southwester 
(sail only, please) Dory. Here he is rolling out the center 
support for his bicycle back packer tent that fits neatly between 
the side bench/air tanks. The question was asked, “Why do 
this?”answered by, “Have you seen the size of the mosquitos in 
Maine?” Dan has cruised his dory from Maine to Wisconsin 

so knows of what he speaks; he did, however admit to prefer 
to nose up onto a beach before setting up, and, if on the Great 
Lakes, staying there until morning.

(6) If we prefer to cruise off the grid, Tom Clark had the 
solution with his CLC Southwester (power only, please) Dory. 
Basically the same boat as Dan’s but with a 3hp equivalent 
Torqeedo outboard in a well. Tom has experienced 25 miles 
on a single battery charge at which point he switches over to 
the flexible Torqeedo solar panels on his bimini roof. Unless it 
is close to dark, that takes him off the grid. He explained that 
the boat is built of plantation grown Okoume with reclaimed 
spruce flooring for frames.

(7) Nicole (Nicky) Stimpson, an elite level sculler and 
former crew coach at Annapolis, was tempted away from the 
CLC tent to demonstrate their new Oxford II Shell. At 20’10” 
it weighs only 40 pounds and is designed to handle a chop. 
As Nicky sculled, keeping the blades just inches above the 
water, Carl Kaufman narrated the skills she was using. They 
demonstrated stability with the oars in the water (Carl keeps 
a piece of velcro in his pocket while sculling to tie the handles 
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together while he takes a break) and lack of stability with 
the oars out of the water. This combined nicely with Carl’s 
landslide display of his Grahame King recreational single fresh 
out of his shop in Mystic. For more info, see Carl’s recent 
article in WoodenBoat.

(8) That other kind of Sculling was in evidence as well, 
as Ben Fuller coached Steve McDermott in the fisherman’s 
method of getting out to their lobster boats,. While relaxing 
in the bottom of the Seaport’s Culler designed work punt, 
Skye, Ben explained the flat-blade approach. Steve will take 
that new skill home to his recent build, a 15 ft. Lowell Coast 
Guard Dory. Pop-up sessions like this went on all day long. 
Ben also helped fine-tune Pete Peter’s Delaware Ducker Sprit 
Rig, suggesting some additional brailing lines and reef points. 

It was not all lecture and learn; days were scheduled to 
include free time to row and sail. (9) Here a young family, the 
Blackwells, are getting ready to take a peapod out for a row 
as Dane Rochelle (cover) zooms by in his flattie skiff recently 
built by the Classic Boat Society on the east end of Long 
Island.

We hope this little photo album of the weekend gives you 
a sense of the activities and the fun people of all ages and 
backgrounds were having centered around small, traditional 
craft. Of course lots more was going on all around: the 

Sabino’s steam whistle was hooting and classic wooden boats 
ghosted by (one beautiful S Boat comes to mind). But it was 
the people that made the weekend, seeing old friends and 
making new ones. And of course the boats; did you see Mike 
Magee’s beautiful new Jersey Beach Skiff? Oh, I wish we had 
space for more photos…. Come see us next year and we’ll 
catch up.

Special thanks to Brian Cooper who, to the amazement of 
all who passed, carved an Eskimo kayak paddle right before 
their very eyes, to Carl Hammer and John Gearing for their 
beautiful knot work that drew people in, to Dan Nelson and 
others who staffed the TSCA Booth all day every day, to Sarah 
Clement who cheerfully checked us in at 7 am in the morning 
and coordinated folks staying on the Conrad (although, I am 
told spent the night on Schooner Brilliant), to Dawn Miller, 
Manager of the Seaport Boathouse, for adroitly balancing the 
requests of visitors with available livery boats, to WoodenBoat 
who made the Boathouse boats free for the weekend, to the 
Seaport’s Shannon McKenzie who organized the whole 
shebang, to the demonstrators and presenters who gave so freely 
of their time, but especially to the attendees of the WoodenBoat 
Show with their many questions (why is that boat pointy at 
both ends?) and fellow boat nuts that make all this possible.
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The Design Works
9101 Eton Road, Silver Spring MD 20901

301-589-9391
www.messingabout.com 

A growing collection 
of high quality 

videos and blogs 
that bring you 

inside the world 
of traditional boats. 

Visit the following website 
for a 10% discount 

on membership:
www.OffCenterHarbor.com/TSCA
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Learn How to Teach 
Math with Boats!

Framing Square Math
Bevin's Guide to Boat Building Math

Afternoons in the Boatshop
Available in Paperback and PDF Ebook

BUY YOUR COPY TODAY FROM:

Mariner Media (paperback and ebook)
marinermedia.com/product-category/boat-math/
or

WoodenBoat Store (paperback only)
woodenboatstore.com/category/boatbuilding

John Ruben 
Leonard
1940 - 2019

John Ruben Leonard, 79, of 250 Hamburg Road, Lyme, 
passed away unexpectedly Saturday, July 20, 2019, in Lyme. 
John was born in New London, March 22, 1940, and was 
the son of John Sawyer Leonard and Virginia Turner Smith 
Leonard. John was raised in Groton. His family were members 
of the Shennecossett Yacht Club in his home town. It was 
here that John discovered his love for boating, which led to 
his appreciation of the wooden boats that became central 
to his life. This passion led him to Hamburg Cove where he 
established the Cove Landing Marina in 1978. John's vision 
encompassed both the history of Hamburg Cove and the 
craftsmanship and the artistry of wooden boats. Through 
his boatyard, he created a community of like-minded people 
who shared his love of the water, the boats, and the beauty 
of the Cove. John's family will perpetuate his legacy with 
the continued operation of Cove Landing Marine. John 
was an accomplished artist and received a first place award 
in lithography at the Mystic Art Show in 1961. John had a 
10-year-long career in management at Electric Boat prior to 
purchasing Cove Landing in Lyme. From 1985–86, he was 
Commodore of the Hamburg Cove Yacht Club, and in 2013, 
John received the Commodore's Award for Outstanding 
Service. For many years, John was a Mystic Seaport member 
and Judge of The Antique and Wooden Boat Show, where the 
family yacht, Duchess, is widely known for leading the boat 
parade. John is survived by his son, Jonathan Leonard and 
his wife, Katherine, of Savannah, Ga.; and by his daughter, 
Jennifer Leonard Ruhling and her husband, Christopher, 
of Charleston, S.C. Seven grandchildren, Margaret, John 
Sawyer, and Robert Leonard of Savannah, Ga; Jacob, Hadley, 
John Turner, and Cailin Ruhling of Charleston, S.C., who 
named John "Boatyard Grampa," will miss his dry sense of 
humor, his quick wit, and kind generosity. It was a great joy 
for John to watch his grandchildren swimming and boating 
on his beloved cove, and the children loved being there with 
him as well. John is also survived by his sister, Jan Kirkup and 
her husband Joe, of Fort Meyers, Fla. Smooth seas and fair 
winds to you, my brother. A celebration of John's Life will 
be held from 3 to 6 p.m. Aug. 30, 2019, at Cove Landing 
Marine, 250 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

Published in The Day on Jul. 30, 2019.

Chuck Sutherland & Marilyn Vogel
2210 Finland Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054
canusailor@yahoo.com
canusail.org
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ducktrapstore.com

• Plans • Tools
• Hardware • Books

Everything you’ve come 
to expect from

Duck Trap and more.

Blue Hill Maine     Gardner@hewesco.com
www.hewesco.com/cnc-marine/boatkits

St. Ayles Skiff

Kits for Oughtred, Vivier, Duck Trap, Wolstenholme, 
Timeless Surf, Selway-Fisher, Hylan, and Heritage 23

In memory of  
Michael K. Davis

Executive Director
died Nov. 3, 2008  

Floating The Apple, an active TSCA Chapter 
since 1994. With boats we build we promote 
universal access onto the public waterways, as 
a 501(c)(3) corp. floatingtheapple@gmail.com

Haven 12½
continued from page 6

curves along the sides. The garboard has to conform to these 
additional curves. My best spiling techniques did not provide 
for this event satisfactorily, which caused me to have to do a 
lot of hand work in order to accomplish a tight fit between 
garboard and keel. The first attempt to fit the garboard to 
the keel was alarming. I could almost stick my figure through 
some of the gaps.

The garboard is similar to the foundation walls on your 
house. If not fair and true, then the structure (subsequent 
planks) that attach to it will also not be fair and true. It took 
me one day to make all the necessary adjustments. But at 
the end of the day, as they say, I was satisfied with the fit of 
the garboard to the keel. The orange color in the pictures is 
actually red lead paint. I used it to seal all surfaces that “will 
never see the sun.”

Next up will be more on the process of planking. 

Shape of a plank
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Bayfront Maritime Center TSCA
Richard Eisenberg
40 Holland St., Erie, PA 16507
814-456-4077 
rich.eisenberg@bayfrontcenter.org 
www.bayfrontcenter.org

British Columbia Chapter 
Quill Goldman, 2529 North Road, 
Gabriola Island, BC VOR 1X5, Canada 
250-247-9646 
barefootwoodenboats@shaw.ca

Brooklin Skiff Club 
Eric Blake 
PO Box 316, Brooklin, ME 04616 
etblake@gmail.com

Brooklyn Chapter 
Jim Luton, 570 20th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11218
917-971-7544
jim@canopystudios.com

Buffalo Maritime Center
Greg & Naomi Grundtisch
256 Iroquois Ave., Lancaster, NY 14086
716-681-1315
grundy@fantasiadesign.com

Cape Cod Chapter
Bill Stirling, 11 Naushon Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-790-0098
sstirling@comcast.net
Bob Lister, 126 Donegal Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-420-1718 
boblister98@yahoo.com

Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding
and Boating Society (CABBS)
Ed Neal, 4079 Porter Rd.
Westlake, OH 44145
440-871-0334
4edneal@gmail.com

Connecticut River Oar 
and Paddle Club (CROPC)
Jon Persson, P.O. Box 281 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-2534 
jonpersson7@gmail.com

Crystal River Boat Builders (CRBB)
Bill Connor
9 Browallia Ct., Homosassa FL, 34446
352-503-2166, wjconnorjr@yahoo.com

Delaware River TSCA 
Frank Stauss, 856-981-0998 
fstauss@verizon.net 
delrivertsca.net

Downeast Chapter
Steve Brookman
117 Parker Point Rd.
Blue Hill, ME 04614
239-822-1318
Steve@DowneastTSCA.org
DowneastTSCA.org

Floating The Apple
Adina Taylor, 1225 Park Ave, Ste C10
New York, NY 10128
212-564-5412
floatingtheapple@earthlink.net 

Florida Gulf Coast TSCA
Michael Jones, 4721 16th Ave N. 
St. Petersburg, FL
727-560-5782
fgctsca@gmail.com 
mj.woodwork@gmail.com

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum TSCA
Brent Creelman
315 Front Street
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-7317
brent@maritimefriends.org

John Gardner Chapter
Dan Nelson
U of Connecticut
Avery Point Campus
1084 Shennecossett Road
Groton, CT 06340
860-535-3623, dkenelson@att.net

Les Cheneaux Chapter
Mike Jellison 
906-630-1230
jellison_ml@centurylink.net 

Lost Coast Chapter—Northern CA
President Chris Barnes
P.O. Box 1096, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
707-506-6646, lostcoasttsca@gmail.com 

Lower Columbia River Chapter
Allen Bennett
262 State Route 409
Cathlamet, WA 98612
805-208-7335
allenbennett@centurytel.net

Michigan Maritime Museum Chapter
Pete Mathews, Sec’y
PO Box 100, Gobles, MI 49055
269-628-4396
canoenut@bciwildblue.com

North Shore TSCA
Nathan Burgess, 28 Ronaele Road
Medford, MA 02155
northshoretsca@outlook.com

Old Bay Club (Chesapeake Bay, VA)
Eddie Breeden, 3001 Winterfield Rd.
Midlothian, VA 23113
(804) 615-4413 
oldbayclub@gmail.com

Oregon Coots
John Kohnen, PO Box 24341 
Eugene, OR 97402 
541-688-2826
jkohnen@boat-links.com
https://groups.io/g/oregoncoots

Patuxent Small Craft Guild
Brian Forsyth, 13464 Lore Pines Lane
Solomons, MD 20688
443-804-6439
brforsyth@comcast.net

Pine Lake Small Craft Association
Sandy Bryson, Sec’y, 333 Whitehills Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823 
517-351-5976
sbryson@msu.edu

Puget Sound TSCA
Claire Acord, President
whidbeyboatpainter@gmail.com
Marty Loken, Secretary
PO Box 216, Nordland, WA 98358
360-316-1557, norseboater22@gmail.com
E-mail forum: tsca-puget@yahoogroups.com
www.tscapuget.org

Ralph Middleton Munroe Chapter
Barnacle Historic State Park
Coconut Grove, FL 33133
John Palenchar, john@palenchar.net
7641 SW 65th Place
South Miami, FL 33143
305-666-9588 (h), 305-803-1653 (c)

Sacramento TSCA
Todd Bloch, 122 Bemis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131
415-971-2844
todd.sb@comcast.net 

South Jersey TSCA
George Loos, 53 Beaver Dam Rd.
Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
609-861-0018
georgeowlman@aol.com

Active TSCA Chapters
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St. Augustine Lighthouse Chapter
Jim Millette
2353 Commodores Club Blvd
St Augustine FL 32080
410-279-9826 
Sailbythelee@icloud.com

Texas Boatcrafters and Messers
Mack McKinney
159 Albrecht Rd.
Center Point, TX 78010
830-370-8488
mack@woodnboats.com

Thames River Chapter
Russell Smith
6 Drawbridge West
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
860-536-1113
fruzzy@hotmail.com

TSC Raleigh
Dean Herring
494 Darius Pearce Rd
Youngsville, NC 27596
919-632-5915
dfharing@aol.com 

Warren Rivers (Rhode Island) Chapter
Rock Singewald
10 Taylor St.
Warren, RI 02885
443-980-5601
rock9@mindspring.com

Chapters Organizing

"Twin State" NH/VT Chapter 
Nate Carey, 
Grantham Boatworks 
P. O. Box 27 
Grantham, NH 03753 
603-863-2915 
granthamboatworks@myfairpoint.net

✔ Professional development online 
and in-person
✔ Tabletop Woodworking Stations turn 
your tables into a woodshop
✔ All and only hand tools
✔ Project plans with step by step 
directions aligned to standards
✔ Support and advice
✔ Purchase and Rental options

Portable Woodworking for Schools and Camps: Empowering, Engaging and Easy!

Learn more at:   www.maplewoodshop.com        info@maplewoodshop.com 

Pres. Message
continued from page 2

completion, we took her down to the easterly breeze on Lake Erie, and she and I 
were set adrift. All the years of mentorship met in that moment as I sailed off into 
the open rolling sea. It was such a proud moment to be at the helm, set out alone, 
her and I. To this day, I still have the little card my father gifted me, declaring her 
ownership, “I hope you enjoy sailing as much as I, she’s yours.  Love, Dad.”

Best gift a young girl could earn.
Their lessons were never lost on me as I in turn became a sailing instructor and 

mentor to anyone else taken by the same bug. I cannot even imagine how many 
watermen and sailors I have learned from over the years and how many I have taken 
along on rows, paddles, and sails. It truly is an honor to introduce new folks to 
boats, knowing how much enjoyment they will find out there!

So as I take on the challenge of writing tales and quips over the next two years on 
these pages, I hope my challenge strikes a chord in you and you take along someone 
onto your local waters and introduce them to what we already know and share. 
They will remember you and the adventure you gifted them!

Here’s to the beginning of your fall season of beautiful sunsets and warm breezes 
across the miles and waters.

Fair Winds,
Capt. Suz

Calendar of Events
Build Your Own Classic Sea Chest
November 7–10, 2019
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum
213 N. Talbot St.
St. Michaels, MD 21663
$650

Celestial Navigation Workshop
November 16–17, 2019
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum
213 N. Talbot St.
St. Michaels, MD 21663
$350

Go to tsca.net/events/ to 
submit events from your 
chapter and in your area.
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drathmarine
http://drathmarine.com

1557 Cattle Point Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Mole got it right...
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Sailing skiffs, rowing shells, kayaks, canoes, paddle boats, 
prams, and for the past several years “family-made, one-of-a-
kind cardboard boats” were on display and in the water at the 
Mid-Atlantic Small Craft Festival. Since 1982, the Chesapeake 
Bay Maritime Museum in St. Michaels, Maryland, has hosted 
this event. Small craft owners, builders, and designers hailing 
from all over the continent, from Canada to Florida, gathered 
on the docks and around open spaces of the museum for this 
weekend-long, family-oriented event. 

My children and now grandchildren love coming to St. 
Michaels with me on the first weekend of October. We’ve 
been doing it since 1992 and have a special bond with folks 
we really only see once a year. One of the joys of the MASCF 
experience has been watching youngsters become adults and 
now with families of their own coming back, year after year…
it’s like our own private village that appears once a year. 

Boat building is often a family affair and at the MASCF it 
begins with sheets of corrugated cardboard and the ultimate 
power tool, Duct Tape. Several unique small craft were 
created, launched, and raced from the floating docks on 
Saturday afternoon.  

The full report of the MASCF XXXVI will be in the winter 
issue.

Kids and Cardboard Boats
by Andy Wolfe

Several boats were created by kids in  
the extended James family. They dominated the event.



The Ash Breeze, Fall 2019 22

www.SmallBoatsMagazine.com

   Post unlimited classi� eds for 
gear, boats, kits, or tools

   Search the archive and read 
unlimited back issues

   Be a part of the conversation in 
enlightening comment sections

Motor • Sail • Paddle • Oar
Reviews • Adventures • Design Pro� les • Technique

Visit now and read any two articles for free

Join us: $2.99 monthly or $29.99 annually
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TSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM – Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
  New Membership  Membership Renewal/Upgrade   Change of Address
   Individual/Family, USA: $25 annually  Sponsor: $50 annually  Sponsor with ad: $75 annually
  Individual/Family, Outside USA: $35  Patron: $100 annually  Corporate Sponsor with ad: see below 
    

Enclosed is my check for $  _______________________ made payable to TSCA. 
Chapter member?  Yes  No Which Chapter? __________________________________________________________________________________
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City  ___________________________________ State/Prov. __________ Zip/Postal Code  ______________ Country ___________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Photocopy and mail to: Secretary, Traditional Small Craft Association, Inc., PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or go online to tsca.net/join/
Note: Individual and Family Memberships qualify for one vote and one copy of each TSCA mailing. 
Family Memberships qualify all members of the immediate family to participate in all other TSCA activities. 

The Ash Breeze
Winter 2019 Volume 40 Number 4

Editorial Deadline: November 1, 2019
Articles: The Ash Breeze is a member-
supported publication; members are 
welcome to contribute. We strongly 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  m a t e r i a l 
electronically. Send text in an e-mail 
message, or as an MS Word attachment. 
Send photos as e-mail attachments, in TIFF 
or JPG formats, as large and/or as high-
resolution as possible. Please give captions 
naming people, places, and to whom photo 
credit should be given. You may also submit 
photographic prints, clean line drawings or 
typewritten material by U.S. Mail. Please 
contact us IN ADVANCE if you must submit 
handwritten text, or material in another 
word processing or image format. 

E-mail to: andy@marinermedia.com.
The editors reserve the right to refuse 

publication of any material deemed not to be in 
the best interest of the TSCA.

Advertising Annual Rates:  (four 
consecutive issues of The Ash Breeze). 
Effective July 1, 2018

Sponsor, with 1/8 page ad  ................ $75
Corporate Sponsor: 1/4 page  .......... $150
Corporate Sponsor: 1/2 page  ..........$400
Corporate Sponsor: full page .........$600
Corporate Sponsor: back cover ......$600

Members’ Exchange:
Text only: 50 words or less, free to 
members. $10 additional, per photo.

Caps: Our navy blue TSCA caps feature 
a 6-panel design made with 100% 
brushed cotton, and a brass grommet 
and adjustment clasp. $20

T-shirts: preshrunk cotton/polyester 
blend, light gray with TSCA logo and 
stylistic black artwork by Barry Long on 
the back. Sizes S, M, L, XL, and XXL. $20

Sea Bag: high quality 600d poly-canvas, 
11 inch (diameter) and 20 inches tall. 
It features a drop-bottom zippered 
pocket, an adjustable webbed sling 
carrying strap with single carry handle, 
and a roomy open main compartment 
with drawstring rope and webbed clip 
closure. $29.95

2018 Calendar: 8-1/2″ by 11″ (opens to 
11″ by 17″) wall calendar. Now $13!

Order at www.tsca.net/shop

TSCA Wares

Time to renew?
Help us save time and postage by updating your membership before 
we send you a renewal request. Cut out or photocopy the membership 
form at the top of this page, complete it and return it with your renewal 
payment to the Secretary, PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or, you may 
send the address portion of the back cover with your payment. 

Ash Breeze Back Issues: Original/
duplicated at $4 each, plus postage.
For issues before 2011 contact
Flat Hammock Press
5 Church Street, Mystic, CT 06355
860-572-2722
For issues 2012 to current contact
Andy Wolfe
540-264-0021
andy@marinermedia.com



The Traditional
Small Craft
Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 183
West Mystic CT 06388 CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

6821 Rte 7 S.
N. Ferrisburgh, VT 05473

802-425-3926
guideboat@agbboats.com

Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/guideboat1

Join our “Traditional Small Craft Association” Facebook group!

TSCA Members 
Check our Instock Specials

on New & Used Boats 

Custom Cherry Oars  
Plus Free Sneak Paddle 

with New Boat Purchase  
when you enter your 

TSCA Membership Number.

adirondack-guide-boat.com

Free Catalog Available
Order online

Ask about discounted home delivery


