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Where have these last two years 
gone? Two years ago I was honored 
to be elected as president of this 
association of fine folks dedicated to 
ensuring that traditional small craft 
are preserved, built, enjoyed, and 
appreciated.

I want to thank our dedicated 
council members who have worked to 
strengthen TSCA. Our membership 
has grown and our financial picture 
has improved. In 2013 we were 
operating at a significant budget 
deficit. Since then we have come 
very close to balancing our budget 
by increasing membership and 
improving our financial management. 

Membership is up 16 percent and 
sponsor and patron memberships 
have increased. Recordkeeping and 
billing practices have improved 
leading to a revenue increase of 46 
percent. We’ve reduced expenses 
without eroding member benefits. 
Most importantly, we have been able 
to avert a membership dues increase, 
for now.

I am confident that our 
membership will continue to grow. 
We established a Facebook group 
page for TSCA, and it has grown to 

1,024 members. That is 130 more 
than our paid membership. Chapters 
are encouraged to use Facebook to 
announce events and publicize their 
activities. Facebook has the potential 
to increase interest among younger 
folks who may join TSCA. Chapters 
may also post events on the TSCA 
website tsca.net via an easy direct 
online event submission process.

The John Gardner Endowment 
Fund is key to the TSCA mission. 
It is our way of directly supporting 
traditional small craft initiatives and 
projects. The Fund accepts donations 
that sustain the Fund. In 2014 we 
awarded three $2,000 grants to 
three worthy organizations, thanks 
to the efforts of the Gardner Grant 
Committee. I am proud to report 
that this is more than the previous 
three years combined. 

It has been my pleasure and privilege 
to serve as your leader. The future is 
bright for TSCA. Please join me in 
supporting the incoming leaders to 
ensure this fine organization grows 
and prospers.  

Thank you and best wishes,
Frank Coletta
President
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  Maritime Museum

President’s 
Message

Cover image: Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum shipwrights, apprentices, and 
volunteers take a break from constructing a three-log canoe at the museum in St. 
Michaels, MD. The log canoe was christened Bufflehead. Pictured, from left: Apprentice 
Brooke Ricketts; Assistant Curator of Watercraft Rich Scofield; Apprentices James 
DelAguila and Chris Baden; Boatyard Manager Michael Gorman; Volunteer Mike 
Corliss; Vessel Maintenance Assistant Joe Connor; and Volunteer Cliff Stretmater.



It’s hard to imagine a longer but more fitting name for this 
little white canoe than Bufflehead. Like its namesake, the diving 
bufflehead duck, it’s pretty without being dainty—compact, 
muscular, and ready to leap into action. The economy of 
style and intricate attention to detail belie the fact that it is a 
byproduct of a training exercise for craftsmen facing an even 
bigger task.

The Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum’s nine-log bugeye 
Edna E. Lockwood is in serious need of repair. Built on 
Tilghman Island in 1889, the Edna is the last of her breed. 
The native yellow pine logs that make up much of her hull 
have to be replaced to save her for another generation. The 
Museum shipwrights quickly realized that while the search for 
massive logs goes on, they needed to acquire new, yet time-
honored skills.

“It has been a long time since someone has built a log canoe 
and there is not a lot of information around on log construction 
anymore,” says Michael Gorman, the Museum’s Boatyard 
Manager. “Before we started working on the large logs for Edna, 
we thought we would try it on the smaller logs first.” 

Chesapeake log 
canoes evolved 
from the single-log 
dugouts perfected 
by Native 
Americans into 
larger, multiple-log 
boats built by early 
European settlers. 
For a few hundred 
years they were 
everywhere on the 
Bay, but they have 
all but vanished. 
Museum Curator 
Pete Lesher says 
much of what is 
known about log 
construction can 
only be found in books, primarily M.V. Brewington’s classic, 
Chesapeake Bay Log Canoes and Bugeyes.

“Brewington was writing as a historian and his book is 
good, as far as it goes. Learning to build a log canoe from a 
book, however, is like learning to tie a knot by reading about 
it without rope in your hands,” Lesher says.

Gorman found three logs suitable for his experiment in 
Queen Anne’s County and had them delivered to the Boatyard 
where he soon found the learning curve to be a lot sharper 
than anticipated. “Just moving the logs around took a lot of 

A time-lapse video covering 
the log canoe’s six-month 

build can be seen at 
www.bit.ly/buffleheadlaunch 
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by Dick Cooper

Building a Little Boat with a 
  Big Name and a Bright Future

Top: Bufflehead right after her launch, along the Miles River. Once rigged, these sailing log canoes only race along the Chester, 
Miles, and Tred Avon Rivers on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. With long masts and large sails, these boats keep upright as they 
accelerate to speeds of 10 knots or more, with crew members climbing to the ends of 15-foot boards placed perpendicular to the boat 
itself. Above and Right: Construction of Bufflehead began with sourcing three 26-foot local loblolly pine logs, as seen here. 

continued on page 16
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continued on page 20

Beware of Imitations: 
A Brief History of Bain and Co.

by Julie Broadbent

The Thousand Island Region, a stretch of fifty miles of the 
St. Lawrence River from Lake Ontario to Ogdensburg, runs 
along the border between New York and Canada. The region 
was first populated by Native Americans of the Algonquin 
and Iroquois tribes. The Iroquois gave this region the name 
“Honatana,” or “Garden of the Great Spirit,” because of its 
opportunities for hunting, fishing, and foraging. In the mid-
1870s the Thousand Island Region changed drastically to fit 
the influx of summer visitors to resort hotels of the Gilded 
Age who came to the expansive fishing grounds. 

St. Lawrence River Skiffs emerged over generations, but 
their prominence reached a peak during the Gilded Age. 
Developed from a compilation of punt, wherry, dory, and 
bateau, the St. Lawrence River Skiff is a small, wooden, 
double-pointed vessel between sixteen and twenty-four feet 

in length. They are known for lapstrake planks, a flat keel, a 
folding centerboard, and, many times, decorative wood on 
the seats and small decks. Skiffs have a wide beam to create 
steadiness when fishing or sailing with heavy wind. They can 
be rowed in either direction with oars, or sailed, depending on 
the weather. These boats hold three adults comfortably with 
one sailing or rowing the boat and the other two fishing or 
sightseeing. 

One of the most famous and earliest builders were A. Bain 
and Co. in Clayton, New York. Local dentist Alexander Bain 
partnered with boatbuilder Xavier Colon in 1879. Bain brought 
business aptitude to Colon’s boatbuilding skill. Bain recognized 
the potential of the St. Lawrence River Skiff and its attraction to 
summer tourists. He started supplying fishing boats to local hotels 
and boat liveries reaching nearly 100 fishing boats in use at the 
Clayton, Round Island Park, and Thousand Island Park. Bain also 
opened a boat livery in Clayton, building a large dock and two 
story boathouse. 

A. Bain and Co., sometimes referred to as Bain and Colon, 
became a local building powerhouse, but Bain wanted to 
market further across North America. To reach a broader 
market Bain, relied on a new advertising tool—the catalog. 
Catalogs were 
a relatively new 
marketing and 
advertising idea, 
with the first catalog 
published in 1872. 
Catalogs brought 
visual appeal to 
the products and 
allowed people not 
in the immediate 
region to become 
familiar with 
products. A. Bain 
and Co.’s first 
catalog in 1885 
opened with, “To 
our friends and 
the public we 
present this our 
first catalogue in 
the belief that a more thorough knowledge of the peculiar 
advantages of the already famous St. Lawrence River Skiff…

Top: Bain & Co. Envelope
Bottom: Bain & Co. Livery
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Talk to us about 
commissioning 

a new boat
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Sail ties are used to quickly secure a sail when it is brought 
down. Sail ties have been made of short pieces of line, 
nylon webbing, nylon straps with Velcro closures, etc. On a 
traditional small boat, a sail tie made with a wooden toggle 
looks good and is easy to use. A toggle is defined as a rod or pin 
for inserting through a loop of a rope to make an attachment. 
Creating a sail tie with a wooden toggle merely requires 
shaping a piece of hardwood and then attaching it to a length 
of shock cord or line. First the shock cord or line is secured 
around the toggle. Then a loop that the toggle will easily pass 
through is made at the other end of the cord. Toggles can also 
be used to advantage in other applications where making and 
breaking a rope connection is required. 

The simplest toggle, the “3/8” Dowel Toggle” is cut from a 
hardwood dowel. Cut the dowel to a length of 2.5” and then 
cut a groove around the circumference at the middle with a 
round file to retain the shock cord or line, as shown in the 
drawing below, in which the toggle is set on the drawing. 

by David Wyman, photos by Rosemary Wyman

A fancier toggle can be carved from a small piece of 
hardwood. The drawing below shows this toggles set on the 
drawing. 

The “Carved Toggle” can be made by starting with a piece 
of wood ¾-inch square that is 3 inches long. First, the shape 
from the drawing should be drawn on one face of the wood 
as shown in the photo below and then cut out with a chisel. 

Sail Ties Made With Toggles 

Top: Sail ties with toggles on tanbark sail
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Next rotate the toggle 90 degrees and draw the shape on this 
face and cut out as shown in the photo below 

Then cut the groove with a small round file in the middle 
of the toggle to retain the line as shown in the photo below 

After sanding and varnishing, it is time to secure the line 
to the toggle. One fourth inch diameter line is a good size to 
use. You can use three-strand line or, better yet, use shock cord 
which stretches and then will be tight around the sail when in 
place. The line should be 2 to 3 feet long; the length should 
just fit around the sail twice as shown in the photo on the top 
of the previous page.

If you use three-strand line, it should be tightly spliced 
around the toggle and then make a loop at the other end that 
is large enough to easily allow the toggle to pass. If you use 

shock cord that stretches it must be secured with a seizing, as 
shown in the photo below. 

This seizing is best done with sail twine and using a sail 
needle to secure it to the shock cord. Start the seizing away 
from the toggle, and as you wrap the sail twine around the 
two pieces of cord, the loop around the toggle gets tighter. 
The beginning of the seizing should be started by putting an 
overhand knot at the end of the twine and then sewing it into 
the cord. After wrapping the seizing around the shock cord for 
a distance of approximately 1.5 times the cord diameter, you 
should then go around the seizing between the two pieces of 
cord thus tightening the seizing even more. The seizing should 
be finished by sewing it into the cord. At the other end of the 
shock cord, an open loop that will easily allow a toggle to pass 
is made with the same type of seizing, resulting in a sail tie, as 
shown in the photo below. 

Having a few sail ties with nicely carved toggles makes it 
easy to secure a sail in a traditional manner.

continued from previous page
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* Please join these and other Sponsor Members and Advertisers (shown throughout this issue) in supporting TSCA!

John Gardner Grant 
In 1999, TSCA created the John 

Gardner Grant program to support 
projects for which sufficient funding 
would otherwise be unavailable. 
Eligible projects are those which 
research, document, preserve, and 
replicate traditional small craft, 
associated skills (including their 
construction and uses) and the skills 
of those who built and used them. 
Youth involvement is encouraged. 

Proposals for projects ranging 
from $200 to $2000 are invited 
for consideration. Grants are 
awarded competitively and reviewed 
semiannually by the John Gardner 
Memorial Fund Committee of 
TSCA, typically in May and 

“To preserve, continue, and 
expand the achievements, 
vision and goals of John 
Gardner by enriching and 
disseminating our traditional 
small craft heritage.” 

October. The source of funding 
is the John Gardner Memorial 
Endowment Fund. Funding 
availability is determined annually. 

Eligible applicants include anyone 
who can demonstrate serious interest 
in, and knowledge of, traditional 
small craft. Affiliation with a 
museum or academic organization 
is not required. Projects must have 
tangible, enduring results which are 
published, exhibited, or otherwise 
made available to the interested 
public. Projects must be reported 
in The Ash Breeze. 

Program details, applications, and 
additional information: 

www.tsca.net/JohnGardnerGrant.html
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The Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum is offering free, 
general admission to all active-duty military personnel 
and their immediate families from Memorial Day, May 
25, 2015, through Labor Day, September 7, 2015, as part 
of the Blue Star Museums 2015 program. 

Representing collaboration among the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, the 
Department of Defense, and more than 2,000 museums 
across America, Blue Star Museums is a nationwide 
program offering free museum admission for all active 
duty, National Guard, and Reserve military personnel and 
their families each summer. 

CBMM’s 18-acre waterfront campus offers 12 exhibition 
buildings to explore over a few hours, days, or multiple 
visits. Highlights of a visit include climbing and exploring 
the 1879 Hooper Strait Lighthouse, interacting with real 
shipwrights restoring authentic, wooden Chesapeake 
boats, taking a weekend river cruise on the 1920 buyboat 
Winnie Estelle, and engaging in numerous hands-on 
exhibitions, family-oriented activities, and events. 

Two exhibitions highlight a museum visit this summer, 
including A Broad Reach: 50 Years of Collecting, which 
opens May 23, 2015 in the Steamboat Building and 
includes 50 significant artifacts from the museum’s 
collection. The exhibition is part of a year-long celebration 
of the museum’s 50th anniversary, which continues through 
May 2016. A second new exhibition is Chesapeake Swan 
Song: From Commodity to Conservation, which opens in 
the Waterfowling Building on April 10, 2015, and shares 
the story of the evolving relationship between the people 
and swans of the Chesapeake Bay

To receive free admission Memorial Day through Labor 
Day, active-duty military personnel and their immediate 
family members need to show a military ID upon entry. 
Festival admission is not included. CBMM also offers 
free general admission to all active military individuals 
throughout the balance of the year. General admission 
is otherwise good for two days or is free for CBMM 
members. For more information, call 410-745-2916 or 
visit www.cbmm.org. 

CBMM Offers Free Admission for 
Military Families this Summer

Aerial view of Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum  campus. 
Photo courtesy Mid-Atlantic Aerial Videography and Photography.
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Pocket Yacht Palooza July 18 in Port Townsend, WA
by Marty Loken

The fourth annual Pocket Yacht Palooza, July 18 at the 
Northwest Maritime Center in Port Townsend, will have two 
exciting twists this year, both of which make this a “must-
attend” event.

The Palooza is a celebration of small-boat design, showcasing 
the widest variety of watercraft—rowing, paddling, sailing, 
and even a few small, traditional motorboats. There is 
some emphasis on boats suitable for camp cruising, but all 
interesting designs are welcome and equally appreciated.

The two “must-attend” events:
John Welsford—Keynote Presentation
We’ve known for awhile that John Welsford, master small-

boat designer, was going to be Saturday evening’s speaker, 
but we can now announce the topic of his presentation—
and, again, you won’t want to miss it. For the past four years, 
designer Welsford has been consulting with his good friend 
Howard Rice, regarding construction of an expedition-
worthy SCAMP Howard has been building, in preparation 
for a voyage to some unnamed, distant, and wild place. As 
John aptly describes the voyage, “It’s a jaw dropper,” and we 
couldn’t agree more. The soon-to-be-embarked-upon voyage 
is not only a sobering challenge for the sailor but will be the 
subject of a documentary feature film. (The documentary will 

be a unique opportunity for all small boat sailors since the 
final product may be the first true depiction of how capable 
small boats can be in the most challenging conditions).

Inside the SCAMP community, the wider small-boat 
and sailing communities, and especially within the Small 
Craft Advisor-run SCAMP Forum and the Woodenboat 
Forum, fans of the small boats have been following Howard’s 
conversion of a standard 11’11” kit sailboat into a bulletproof 
expedition machine capable of taking on big, nasty waters in 
some hostile corner of the world.

For a number of reasons both practical and personal, 
Howard has been mum about his expedition’s goal, 
destination, or other details, until now, but during the 7 
p.m. presentation, John Welsford will reveal full details about 
Howard’s incredibly challenging voyage. The Port Townsend 
Pocket Yachters and organizers of the Pocket Yacht Palooza 
are honored to have been selected to announce details of the 
voyage and the documentary!

In addition to describing Howard’s small-boat voyage, John 
will detail why Howard selected the SCAMP for his voyage. 
He will describe the modifications Howard has designed and 
made to the standard-model SCAMP #2 during construction, 
and how he has carefully matched safety and performance to 
where he will sail, thus creating an intriguing, purpose-built 
small boat. 

John will go into detail about the challenges Howard will 
face each day, Howard’s ethic of not seeking sponsorship, 
the planned route, provisioning, and other aspects of his 
preparation. John will then introduce a few others—including 
the film’s producer, director, and some boaters from the 
Port Townsend area—-who will be involved in production 
of the feature film documentary covering Howard’s build, 
preparation, upcoming voyage, and launch of the documentary 
website (which will go “live” immediately following John’s 
Palooza talk). 

The floor will then be open to questions, with the hope 
of engaging John and others in an informative and engaging 
discussion about the voyage, the boat, and the strategy 
Howard will employ. This should prove to be a great learning 
opportunity for everyone.

The Palooza Crooza—July 19–22
The other “don’t miss” aspect of this year’s Pocket Yacht 

Palooza starts the next day—the first annual Palooza Crooza, 
a small-boat micro-adventure that departs the Northwest 
Maritime Center at 9 a.m. July 19, with boaters cruising 
together for one, two, three, or all four days (with an easy 
return to Port Townsend possible at any point during the loop 
cruise around Indian Island and Marrowstone Island).

continued on next page

Marty Loken's 1880s 
canoe yawl Nordvinden
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The plan will be to head south, riding the current through 
Port Townsend Canal, and continue rowing, paddling, and/or 
sailing south to Mats Bay, our overnight stop the first night. 
(Those who are only able to join us for one day can return to 
Port Townsend in the late afternoon.)

On Day Two, we’ll ride the ebb current north in Admiralty 
Inlet along the east shore of Marrowstone Island, ending the 
day at Fort Flagler State Park. (Again, those who need to can 
return to Port Townsend, rather than overnighting aboard 
their boats or ashore at the state park.)

The following day, those continuing the cruise will row, 
paddle, and/or sail south in Kilisut Harbor, overnighting in 
Mystery Bay. The cruise will officially end the next day with a 
return to Port Townsend.

Each evening during the Palooza Crooza we’ll have informal 
’round-the-campfire conversations about different small-
boat cruising subjects, ranging from Favorite Anchoring 
Techniques to Gunkhole Gourmet, to Taking Advantage of 
Tides and Currents, and more. (There may or may not be 
actual campfires, depending on location...but it’ll be fun to 
share small-boat cruising tips in any case.)

So, we hope to see many of you with your boats at the July 
18 Pocket Yacht Palooza…and also as we enjoy the ensuing 
Palooza Crooza.

Other Details: The Palooza will be open to the public from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., July 18, at the Northwest Maritime Center’s 
First Federal Commons plaza, and also along the adjoining 
waterfront beach. After the show closes for the day, we’ll share 
a potluck at the edge of the Commons, and then adjourn for 
the 7 p.m. presentation by John Welsford, upstairs in the large 
Maritime Meeting Room.

Registration: If you’d like to bring your boat to the Pocket 
Yacht Palooza, get in touch with registration chief Bob Miller 
by email: rmiller43@gmail.com 

To sign up for the Palooza Crooza (which you can join 
whether or not your boat is in the Saturday Palooza) contact 
Marty Loken at Norseboater22@gmail.com

continued from previous page
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GACO oarlock snaps onto the oar 
for semi-permanent capture. Made 
from hardened 316 stainless and UV 
proof polypropylene. Kind to oars, its 
carefully angled shape cuts out friction 
and wear. Cost: $35 for two oarlocks, 
two sockets and sleeves from Jamestown 
Distributors.

Calendar of Events
Les Cheneaux RAID
Jun. 19-20, 2015
Great Lakes Boat Building School, Cedarville, MI

Classic Boat Show and Small Craft Festival
Jun. 20, 2015
Michigan Maritime Museum, South Haven, Michigan

Hope Island Messabout
Jun. 20-21, 2015
Deception Pass State Park, Oak Harbor, WA

The John Gardner Small Craft Workshop
Jun. 26-28, 2015
WoodenBoat Show, Mystic, CT

Pocket Yacht Palooza/Crooza
Jul. 18, 19-22, 2015
Port Townsend, WA

Bay Front Center Small Boat Festival
Aug. 14-15, 2015
Erie, PA

Port of Toledo 11th Annual Wooden Boat Show
Aug. 15-16, 2016
Toledo Waterfront Park

Adirondack Canoe Classic - 90 Miler Race
Sep. 11-13, 2015
Saranac Lake, New York

Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival
Sep. 11-13, 2015
Port Townsend, WA

Annual Southport Wooden Boat Show
Sep. 26, 2015
Corner of Moore Street and Caswell Avenue, Southport, NC

Mid-Atlantic Small Craft Festival
Oct. 3-5, 2015
St. Michaels, MD

Annual Georgetown Wooden Boat Show
Oct. 17-18, 2015
Georgetown, SC
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North Shore TSCA

A growing collection 
of high quality 

videos and blogs 
that bring you 

inside the world 
of traditional boats. 

Visit the following website 
for a 10% discount 

on membership:
www.OffCenterHarbor.com/TSCA

Geoff Kerr
2211 Route 128, 
Westford, VT 05494
tdbotwks@sover.net
802-849-6579

by Richard Honan

I ventured up on the north shore of Boston for the monthly 
(April) meeting of the North Shore Traditional Small Craft 
Association (TSCA) which is held at the Gloucester Maritime 
Center. It was a “Show and Tell” night with a variety of projects 
ranging from a completed skin on frame pulling boat to an 
unfinished Adirondack Guide Boat. We also had a discussion 
about the Hobie Mirage foot powered assembly for kayaks and a 
small dory shaped, child’s rocking boat, similar to a rocking horse. 
We talked about a sweet looking 12’ Pea Pod and the half model 
that was to be the basis for a full size double ended rowing boat. 
Hazel, a local member, asked for help in shaping her unfinished 
rudder for her one design Wayfarer sailboat. 

Each of the “show and tell” participants discussed what 
led them to build their particular project along with what 
materials they used, and the problems they encountered along 
the way. This was followed by a question and answer period. 
Some members had slide show presentations of their building 
process to go along with their finished projects. Without a 
doubt, it was an interesting evening filled with enthusiasm, 
pride, questions, and the sharing of boat building information. 

The North Shore TSCA meets on the second Wednesday 
of each month, September through April, at 7:30pm at 
the Gloucester Maritime Center, 23 Harbor Loop, Gloucester MA. 
The contact info for the Chapter is northshoretsca@outlook.com.



The Ash Breeze, Summer 2015 14

Adirondack Chapter
Mary Brown, 18 Hemlock Lane 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
518-891-2709, mabrown214@hotmail.com

Bayfront Maritime Center TSCA
Richard Eisenberg, 40 Holland St. 
Erie, PA 16507, 814-456-4077 
rich.eisenberg@bayfrontcenter.org 
www.bayfrontcenter.org

Brooklyn Chapter 
Jim Luton, 570 20th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11218
917-971-7544, jim@canopystudios.com

Buffalo Maritime Center
Greg & Naomi Grundtisch
256 Iroquois Ave., Lancaster, NY 14086
716-681-1315, grundy@fantasiadesign.com

Cape Cod Chapter
Bill Stirling, 11 Naushon Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-790-0098, sstirling@comcast.net
Bob Lister, 126 Donegal Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-420-1718, boblister98@yahoo.com

Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding
and Boating Society (CABBS)
Ric Altfather, 14695 Cheerful Lane
Strongsville, OH 44136
440-263-7020, raltfa@yahoo.com

Connecticut River Oar 
and Paddle Club (CROPC)
Jon Persson, P.O. Box 281 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-2534, jonpersson7@gmail.com

Crystal River Boat Builders (CRBB)
Bill Whalen, 4539 N Grass Island Ter. 
Hernando, FL 34442, 352-344-5482 
wfxw1@embarqmail.com

Delaware River TSCA 
Tom Shephard, 482 Almond Rd. 
Pittsgrove, NJ 08318, tsshep41556@aol.com 
www.tsca.net/delriver

Down East Chapter
Denis Wang, 67 Clinton Avenue 
Northport, ME 04849, 207-338-3866
drdeniswang@gmail.com

Floating the Apple
Adina Taylor, 1225 Park Ave, Ste C10

New York, NY 10128
212-564-5412, floapple@aol.com 

Florida Gulf Coast TSCA
Bob Pitt, 2815 1st Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205, 941- 704-2074 
rwpitt001@gmail.com

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum TSCA
Brent Creelman, 315 Front Street 
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-7317, maritime@ncmail.com

John Gardner Chapter
John Symons, Peter Vermilya
U of Connecticut, Avery Point Campus
1084 Shennecossett Road
Groton, CT 06340, 860-535-3623 
pjsymons@live.com, pvermilya@gmail.com

Les Cheneaux Chapter
Bud McIntire 
c/o Great Lakes Boat Building School
485 S. Meridian St., Cedarville, MI 49719
906-484-1081, bud.mcintire@glbbs.org

Long Island TSCA—Reorganizing
John Weiss, jrweiss98020@comcast.n

Lost Coast Chapter—Northern CA
Stan Halvorsen, 31051 Gibney Lane
Fort Bragg, CA 95437, 707-964-8342
krish@mcn.org, www.tsca.net/LostCoast

Michigan Maritime Museum Chapter
Pete Mathews, Sec’y, PO Box 100
Gobles, MI 49055, 269-628-4396 
canoenut@bciwildblue.com

North Shore TSCA
Richard Koolish, 212 Park Ave., Arlington, 
MA 02476, koolish@dickkoolish.com

Oregon Coots
John Kohnen, PO Box 24341 
Eugene, OR 97402 
541-688-2826, jkohnen@boat-links.com

Palmetto Chapter
John Merritt, 4612 Marlboro Pl. 
North Charleston, SC 29405 
843-345-5126, johnstonmerritt@yahoo.com

Patuxent Small Craft Guild
William Lake, 11740 Asbury Circle, 
Apt. 1301, Solomons, MD 20688
410-394-3382, wlake@comcast.net

Pine Lake Small Craft Association
Sandy Bryson, Sec’y., 333 Whitehills Dr. 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
517-351-5976, sbryson@msu.edu

Puget Sound TSCA
Marty Loken, Secretary
PO Box 216, Nordland, WA 98358
360-301-6737, norseboater22@gmail.com
E-mail forum: tsca-puget@yahoogroups.com

Sacramento TSCA
Todd Bloch, 122 Bemis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131
415-971-2844, todd.sb@comcast.net 

South Jersey TSCA
George Loos, 53 Beaver Dam Rd.
Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
609-861-0018, georgeowlman@aol.com

Southern California Small Boat 
Messabout Society (Scuzbums)
Annie Holmes, San Diego, CA 
annieholmes@mac.com

St. Augustine Lighthouse Chapter
Brendan Burke, 81 Lighthouse Ave. 
St. Augustine, FL 32080, 904-838-8813 
bburke@staugustinelighthouse.org

Texas Boatcrafters and Messers
Mack McKinney, 159 Albrecht Rd
Center Point, TX 78010
830-370-8488, mack@woodnboats.com

Thames River Chapter
Russell Smith, 12 Wendell Comrie Road
Ledyard, CT 06339
860-536-1113, fruzzy@hotmail.com

TSC Raleigh
Dean Herring, 494 Darius Pearce Rd
Youngsville, NC 27596
919-632-5915, dfharing@aol.com 

TSCA of Wisconsin
James R. Kowall
c/o Door County Maritime Museum
120 N Madison Ave. 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Green Mountain Chapter
William Edwards, 220 Upper Turnpike 
Rd., Norwich, VT 05055
802-649-2923, wedwards@me.com

Western Long Island TSCA
Walter Connolly, 14 Jamaica Walk 
Breezy Point, NY 11697 
718-945-5302, walterc530@mac.com

Active TSCA Chapters

Chapters Organizing
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Seaworthy Small Ships
Dept A, PO Box 2863

Prince Frederick, MD 20678
800-533-9030

seaworthysmallships.com
Catalog Available $1.00

The John Gardner Memorial Grant 
Endowment Fund—A four year review 
(2011–2014)

Year-end endowment balance (net of 
grants awarded and administrative fees 
of The Maine Community Foundation):

2011 $70,474.56
2012 $79,662.05
2013 $89,090.49
2014 $86,799.84

Total grants awarded annually:
2011 $2,440.00
2012         -0-
2013 $2,000.00
2014 $6,000.00

Administrative fees of The Maine 
Community Foundation:

2011 $620.00 
2012 $637.00
2013 $711.00
2014 $751.00

Annual donations to the endowment:
2011 $110.00 (3gifts)
2012 $725.00 (4 gifts, including 

one of $500, and two of $100)
2013 $200.00 (2 gifts of $100)
2014 $200.00 (2 gifts of $100)

Some generous donors have repeatedly 
given to the endowment. In 2015, the 
fund has already received a donation of 
$500.00. Hopefully there will be more!

In the Winter 2014 edition of The 
Ash Breeze, TSCA President Frank 

Coletta devoted his “Message” to a 
comprehensive statement about the 
John Gardner Fund, including the grants 
awarded in 2014. On the opposite page 
was a report: “A Dory for the Schooner 
Adventure,” which is typical of the 
articles required of grant recipients.

Tax-deductible donations to the 
TSCA John Gardner Fund may be 
sent directly to the Maine Community 
Foundation (www.mainecf.org), or 
to One Monument Way, Suite 200, 
Portland, Maine, 04110.

This new report from the Maine Community Foundation details their 
investment performance against other indexes over one, three, five, and 
ten years. “They are in the top quartile of over 450 endowments and 
foundations,” said Sid Whelan. “It is a significant affirmation of the 

TSCA John Gardner Fund being in good hands.”



effort,” he says. “You can’t just call the guys together and say, 
‘Let’s move this over there.’ We wanted to see how much we 
could do with modern tools. What we found was, not very 
much. It was mostly ax and adz.”

Before they got started, however, they did use a few modern 
tools to help in the design process. The Museum’s collection 
includes the hull of a five-log Tilghman-style canoe built by 
the late Robert D. Lambdin of St. Michaels who constructed 
numerous log vessels. The boat was well-regarded in the log 
canoe racing community for its sweet lines. The Boatyard 
crew entered the specifications of that canoe into an Excel 
spreadsheet and reduced it by a third. They used those 
computer-generated dimensions to cut plywood guides and 
help capture the shape of the logs. “Of course when you 
reduce anything by 65 percent it is going to have some odd 
angles. We had to make some modifications to make it look 
good,” Gorman says.
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Little Boat, Big Name
continued from page 3

Top: Shaped with ax and adz, the logs are drifted together 
and with the addition of one or two planks, form 

the hull up to the deck.
Middle: One of the Museum’s straight adzes used to shape 
Bufflehead’s logs. Adzes were a key tool for Chesapeake Bay 

log canoe construction.
Bottom: CBMM Apprentice Chris Baden uses a power planer 
to taper the ends of the wing log. As the crew moved forward, 

they learned using adz and ax were more effective.

The log canoe construction began in October, with 
CBMM shipwrights and apprentices seen here 

squaring the logs this past December.
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continued on next page

Left Top: CBMM shipwrights, apprentices, and 
volunteers take a break. 

Left Middle: Shipwrights and their apprentices work on the 
construction of the three-log sailing canoe.

Left Bottom: In this shot, you can see how the lower part of the 
log canoe’s hull is made primarily of three logs.

Right Top (clockwise from top right corner): Grown knees 
lined up in position in the log canoe, waiting for a profile 

cut to fit; Shipwright Apprentice James DelAguila adzes out 
the interior of the log canoe to the desired thickness; CBMM 

Boatyard Manager Michael Gorman holds an Osage knee and 
pattern, showing where it will be fastened in the log canoe;  
The three-log canoe rough shaped and primed, which slows 

the drying out of the wood.
Right Middle: Using boat building techniques traditionally 

used in the Chesapeake region, Bufflehead is the first log canoe 
to be built since 1979, when Tenaceous [sic] joined the 

fleet of Chesapeake Bay sailing log canoes.
Right Bottom: Staff and volunteers turned over the log canoe.



He says he is also very 
pleased with the name 
of the new boat. “There 
is a tradition of naming 
watercraft for waterfowl. 
The bufflehead is a 
duck we see here in late 
winter and it is one of 
the smallest and cutest. 
I think this will be the 
smallest and the cutest 
boat in the fleet. It looks 
like a slippery little devil.” 

As Gorman and Joe 
Connor, the Museum’s 
Assistant Vessel 
Maintenance Manager, closed in on completion of the canoe, 
they began searching for a name by thumbing through a book 
on Eastern Shore birds and making a list. 

“One of the apprentices didn’t know what a bufflehead 
was so we showed him the only decoy we could find in the 
Museum,” Connor says. “It was a decoy carved by Robert 
Lambdin.” 

“It was meant to be,” says Gorman. “Now we just have to 
make Bufflehead fit on the trailboard.”

Including shipwrights, apprentices, and volunteers, it 
took the equivalent of four full-time workers four months to 
build the canoe. He says five volunteers showed up regularly 
to help. “The next time we build one, I think we could cut a 
month off that time,” Gorman says. They documented every 
step of the build with photographs and video.

Museum President Kristen Greenaway says this learning 
process fits nicely into the Museum mission of preserving 
more than just objects. “It has given our shipwrights and 
apprentices a chance to learn and retain and then pass on 
these skills. They have created something that not only has 
form and function, but it also has beauty and life. And it was 
all made by hand, not a 3-D printer.” 

While the Museum’s search for the right logs to rebuild 
the Edna Lockwood is still underway, Gorman and Lesher 
have other plans for the newest member of the floating fleet. 
Gorman says he hopes to have Bufflehead racing with the 
other log canoes on the Miles, Tred Avon, and Chester Rivers 
by the middle of this season. “We don’t have any delusions 
about winning, but we will be there to put in a showing,” 
Gorman says. His “sappy dream” is to build more canoes like 
this one to compete as a class and teach new sailors the thrill 
of racing small boats with huge rigs. He estimated that a fully-
equipped canoe, including sails and rigging, could be built for 
under $10,000. 

Lesher says the project has accomplished its first goal of 
learning how to build with logs. The added benefit has been 
the introduction of an affordable canoe that can be raced with 
a crew of four. “Log canoe sailing is a blast and there is nothing 
like it, but with the size of the boats we sail now it takes a bit 
of capital and a huge crew. Michael perceives that more people 
could get into log canoe racing not just as crewmembers but 
as an owner with a smaller boat.” 

The Ash Breeze, Summer 2015 18

Little Boat, Big Name
continued from page 16

The log canoe waits in the boatyard of the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum before the final varnishing and finishing 

touches are made before her April 22, 2015, launch. Log canoes 
were traditionally used as workboats, for tonging oysters in 

particular. Now, a small, historic fleet races in three rivers along 
the Chesapeake during the summer and fall months. 

Above: Bufflehead’s bowsprit is ready for the jib 
to be bent on. If you can see this, you’re too close to 

the bow of a log canoe under sail.

Page 19 Photos
Left Top: Bufflehead’s first kiss on the Miles River, as more 

than two hundred spectators watched her historic launch 
from the Museum’s boatyard.

Left Middle: Bufflehead was launched during the Museum’s 
April 22, 2015, Blessing of the Fleet ceremony, and was 

blessed by the Reverend Kevin Cross.
Left Bottom: CBMM President Kristen Greenaway is 
all smiles as she stands aboard Bufflehead, soon after 

the three-log sailing canoe’s launch.
Right Top: CBMM Boatyard Manager Michael Gorman, 
right, steps one of Bufflehead’s masts with the assistance of 

CBMM volunteer and longtime log canoe racer, January White.
Right Middle: More than 200 spectators—including Museum 
members and many from the sailing log canoe community—

came to watch the April 22 launching of Bufflehead.
Right Bottom: Shipwrights, apprentices, and volunteers step 

the masts of Bufflehead after her launch. She will be rigged in 
the typical log canoe fashion, with two raked masts that are each 
longer than her length on deck. The Museum plans to race her 
during the XXXIII Mid-Atlantic Small Craft Festival, which 

takes place at CBMM in St. Michaels this October 2–4.



The Ash Breeze, Summer 201519



The Ash Breeze, Summer 2015 20

will lead to its introduction more generally upon American 
inland waters.” There were four styles of skiffs ranging from 
$37 to $100. Price depends on hardware, deck wood, and 
bottom material. All of the skiffs had either yellow cedar 
or cork pine siding; white oak, keel, ribs, and stems; seats 
made of pine or butternut; and oars of either ash maple or 
spruce. The decks have the greatest variety of wood including 
oak, ash, cherry, butternut, or black walnut. Testimonies of 
customers were included to alleviate customers’ concerns 
regarding direct mail purchases. The whole catalog reads as a 
marketing tool not only for Bain and Co. but for St. Lawrence 
River Skiffs in general.

This catalog was a success for the company. Orders came 
from as far as California, for not only skiffs but also for other 
boats including canoes, yachts, and steamboats. Bain and Co. 
had fifteen boatbuilders to meet the demand and the factory 
finished eighteen skiffs a week. With the increased demand, 
the company found that they had outgrown their boat shop. 
Unfortunately, Bain lost his home to a fire in 1886, and 
there was not enough capital within the company to expand. 
Bain partnered with a group of New York City financiers, 
including Charles Emery. Emery was the director of the 
American Tobacco Company and owned a number of islands 
around Clayton. Together, Bain and the investors purchased 
a vacant lot on Mary Street and erected a building 50x100 
feet and three stories tall. It incorporated the latest technology 
including steam power. Ground broke on this new building 
in September 1887. The new factory employed 50 men and 
was “the largest skiff factory in the country.”

One of these employees was Fred W. Martin. Martin was 
a draftsman for the company. He invented a combined 
centerboard and steering apparatus which expanded Bain 
and Co.’s line of products and was highly demanded by 
consumers. Martin was one of the reasons that A. Bain & Co. 
decided to change its name on December 10, 1888, to the St. 
Lawrence River Skiff, Canoe and Steam Launch Company 

Bain & Co.
continued from page 4

(SLRSCSLC). After Bain left SLRSCSLC in October 1980, 
there was a huge marketing push to distance the company 
from A. Bain and Co., the name being used to run local skiff 
liveries. The company moved to Ogdensburg on October 1, 
1895. The SLRSCSLC name changed once again to Spalding 
St. Lawrence Boat Company in Ogdensburg.

By Bain and Colon’s deaths most of the major hotels had 
burnt to the ground and the flood of visitors had slowed to 
a few families owning islands. People turned to reliable and 
fast power boating for transportation between islands. Skiffs 
were placed in boathouses and ignored. After World War II 
and the building of the 1,000 Island Bridge, many visitors 
have rediscovered the 1,000 Islands. The St. Lawrence River 
Skiff saw a brief revival in the 1970s as people rediscovered the 
form through John Gardner’s articles and pamphlets. 

The John Gardner grant money has been used to build a 
small craft measuring jig (see photos below). The jig is the 
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framework in which to collect data for lofting. This jig used 
the methodology devised by the late Andrew Steever, who used 
the process to record four St. Lawrence River Skiffs. There 
were however adjustments and modifications made to make 
the jig easier to use and to incorporate technology. The first 
modification was adding a laser plumb line to provide a more 
reliable baseline for recording measurements. Adjustments 
were also made to the Y-axis sliding table with the pointer. 
Holes were cut in the wood make reading the measurements 
easier on the tape measure. A nail was added to end of the end 
of the pointer to record into the seams of the planks. Lastly, 
due to storage issues at the Antique Boat Museum, the jig was 
built so that is was easily constructed and destructed in a short 
time allowing for it to be moved, stored, and set up as space 
allows. The jig was erected in the E. J. Noble Stone Building 
which allowed volunteers and staff to interact with museum 
visitors explaining how and why small craft are measured 
and the greater understanding of conserving our maritime 
heritage. 

After the adjustments were made to the small craft 
measuring jig, volunteers were trained how to use it. The next 
step is to choose a Bain and Colon built skiff and create a 
lofting of it to produce scale drawings. This lofting will give us 
a better understanding about how Xavier Colon built skiffs, 
his materials, and whether they were local or international. 
The museum’s end goal is to document a series skiffs by 

known and unknown builders in the museum’s collection and 
start to identify and document boatbuilders’ styles. Hopefully 
this will answer the question of the St. Lawrence River skiff’s 
evolution to its final form.
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• Designs for power, sail, oars, and electric drive

• Custom designs for amateur or professional builders

D. N. Hylan & Associates
53 Benjamin River Drive

Brooklin, ME 04616 
207-359-9807

web site: www.dhylanboats.com        email: doug@dhylanboats.com      
IT ’S A GOOD TIME TO DO IT YOURSELF...WE CAN HELP

LITTLE 
CRAB

13' rowing & sailing 

skiff for plywood 

construction.

260 Dyckman Avenue

South Haven, MI 49090

269.637.8078

800.747.3810

michiganmaritimemuseum.org

drathmarine
http://drathmarine.com

1557 Cattle Point Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Mole got it right...
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The Design Works
9101 Eton Road, Silver Spring MD 20901

301-589-9391
www.messingabout.com 

Specializing in
Small-Craft Sails

www.dabblersails.com
dabblersails@gmail.com
Ph/fax 804-580-8723
PO Box 235, Wicomico Church, VA 22579

Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop.
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Thad Danielson Boats
Thad Danielson, builder, designer, consultant

42 French Rd
Cummington, MA 01026

thaddanielson@comcast.net
413-634-5339

www.thandanielsonboats.com

170 Old Chequessett Neck Rd.
Wellfleet, MA 02667

508-349-2383
info@oldwharf.com
oldwharf.com

Building small rowing, row/sail, 
and expedition boats 

for over 20 years 
on Cape Cod, MA

Chuck Sutherland & Marilyn Vogel
2210 Finland Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054
canusailor@yahoo.com
www.canusail.org
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Monthly we arrive in your mail with interesting 
articles from our readers about dreaming of, designing, 
building or restoring, sailing, rowing, paddling and 
adventuring in small boats. Plus readers’ letters, 
Bolger on Design, featured columnists, advertising 
from boatbuilders, restorers, and suppliers of plans 
and material for small boating, and free subscriber 
classified ads.

60 Pages — 12 Issues/Year
$8 Trial Subscription (3 Issues)
$32 Subscription (12 Issues)

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE COPY
Messing About in Boats
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984
www.messingaboutinboats.com

Bob Hicks, Editor & Publisher

Wooden Boat Building
and Repair

615 MOYERS LANE
EASTON, PA 18042

ROB BARKER

ducktrapstore.com

• Plans • Tools
• Hardware • Books

Everything you’ve come 
to expect from

Duck Trap and more.
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TSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM – Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
   New Membership  Membership Renewal/Upgrade    Change of Address
    Individual/Family: $20 annually  Sponsor: $50 annually   Sponsor with ad: $60 annually
   Corporate Sponsor with ad: see below  Patron: $100 annually  
   Canada or Mexico: Airmail, $25 annually  Other Foreign: Airmail, $30 annually

Enclosed is my check for $  _______________________ made payable to TSCA. 
Chapter member?           Yes           No     Which Chapter? ____________________________________________________________________________
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City  ___________________________________ State/Prov. __________ Zip/Postal Code  ______________ Country ___________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Photocopy and mail to: Secretary, Traditional Small Craft Association, Inc., PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or go online to tsca.net/member_join.html
Note: Individual and Family Memberships qualify for one vote and one copy of each TSCA mailing. 
Family Memberships qualify all members of the immediate family to participate in all other TSCA activities. 

The Ash Breeze
Fall 2015, Volume 36 Number 3

Editorial Deadline: August 1, 2015
Articles: The Ash Breeze is a member-
supported publication; members are 
welcome to contribute. We strongly 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  m a t e r i a l 
electronically. Send text in an e-mail 
message, or as an MS Word attachment. 
Send photos as e-mail attachments, in TIFF 
or JPG formats, as large and/or as high-
resolution as possible. Please give captions 
naming people, places, and to whom photo 
credit should be given. You may also submit 
photographic prints, clean line drawings or 
typewritten material by U.S. Mail. Please 
contact us IN ADVANCE if you must submit 
handwritten text, or material in another 
word processing or image format. 

E-mail to: mikewick55@yahoo.com or 
andy@marinermedia.com.
The editors reserve the right to refuse publication of any 

material deemed not to be in the best interest of the TSCA.

Advertising Rates: For insertion into four 
consecutive issues of The Ash Breeze —

Sponsor, with 1/8 page ad  ................$60
Corporate Sponsor: 1/4 page  .......... $125
Corporate Sponsor: 1/2 page  ..........$250
Corporate Sponsor: full page .........$350
Full Color Ads: 
1/4 and 1/8 page, add $50
1/2 and full page, add $100

Members’ Exchange:
Text only: 50 words or less, free to 
members. $10 additional, per photo.

Back Issues: Original/duplicated at $4 
each, plus postage.

Volume  Year Issue 
Newsletter ...... 1975–1977 ......... 1,2,3,4
1 ....................... 1978 ................... 1,2,3,4
2 ....................... 1979 ................... 1
3 ....................... 1979–1981 ......... 1–9
4–5 ................... 1982–1983 ......... 1,2,3,4
6 ....................... 1984 ................... 1,2,4
7–19 .................. 1985–1997 ......... 1,2,3,4
20 ..................... 1998–1999 ......... 1,2,3
21 ..................... 1999–2000 ......... 1,2,3,4
22 ..................... 2001 ................... 1,2,3
23 ..................... 2002 ................... 1,2,3
24–31 ............... 2003–2010 ......... 1,2,3,4
32 ..................... 2011 ................... 1,2,3

Contact Flat Hammock Press for
back-issue ordering details:
Flat Hammock Press
5 Church Street, Mystic, CT 06355
860-572-2722
steve@flathammockpress.com

TSCA Wares
Caps: Pre-washed 100% cotton, slate 

blue, TSCA logo in yellow and white. 
Adjustable leather strap and snap/
buckle. $20. ($18 to members at TSCA 
meets.)

T-shirts: 100% cotton, light gray with 
TSCA logo. $15.00 postpaid for sizes M, 
L, and XL; $16.00 for XXL.

Patches: 3 inches in diameter 
featuring our logo with a white sail and 
a golden spar and oar on a light-blue 
background. Black lettering and a dark-
blue border. $3.00 Please send a SASE 
with your order.

Decals: Mylar-surfaced weatherproof 
decals similar to the patches except the 
border is black. Self-sticking back. $1. 
Please send a SASE with your order.

Burgees: 12” x 18” pennant: royal 
blue field and sewn TSCA logo in white 
and gold. Finest construction. $25 
postpaid.

Visit: www.tsca.net/wares.html 
for ordering information. 

Time to renew?
Help us save time and postage by updating your membership before 
we send you a renewal request. Cut out or photocopy the membership 
form at the top of this page, complete it and return it with your renewal 
payment to the Secretary, PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or, you may 
send the address portion of the back cover with your payment. 



The Traditional
Small Craft
Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 350
Mystic CT 06355 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

6821 Rte 7 S.
N. Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
Shop Phone: 802-425-3926
guideboat@together.net 
Visit our website:
www.adirondackguideboat.com
Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/guideboat1

Join our “Traditional Small Craft Association” Facebook group!

Take a look at 
our new website.

More to see. 
Easier to use.


