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Preparations for the 2020 season are upon us, even if only in our 
dreams! It is always great to see a mixture of projects on and off 
the water in the days leading up to spring; a cacophony of sounds 
always surrounds a boat.

As a national organization, it is motivating to see how the various 
latitudes plan out their year. I've been hearing from chapters as they 
begin putting together their mess-a-bouts, flotillas, workshops, 
and other traditional small craft related events. Be assured that the 
TSCA is an organization that not only encourages chapter events 
but backs up that support with our US SAILING burgee program 
of insurance coverages. Membership counts when organizing 
building and boating events. Our journal, The Ash Breeze has been 
here through the years to document all those TSCA activities and 
events we sponsor as well. Join me in tipping our hats to Andy 
Wolfe and his team at Mariner Media for publishing the evidence 
of all that FUN!

It is once again that time to take a moment to send your support 
of our organization by voting in new council members. We all serve 
for a limited number of years and then move off to allow others 
a trick at the helm. Please consider the opportunity! John Weiss, 
Pete Redston, and I will be leaving our positions and new council 
members will be filling in the vacancies. Election and voting details 
will be posted in both The Ash Breeze and on our website. Make 
sure to activate your membership voting rights!

I  recently read a comment by a fellow member about how the 
cold months may not motivate him to get any work done on his 
boat, but he at least goes out to see her and give her a pat. I can 
relate to that as mine sits idle out in the yard all covered up, waiting 
for warmer days. But it is exactly this idle time that allows for 
considering their needs: 

•	 re-finishing surfaces
•	 sail check for chafe and wear
•	 deck hardware
•	 running rigging
•	 paddle & oar wear
•	 hull bumps, nicks, and rot
•	 taxes, tags, numbers, and trailer maintenance
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The Very 1st and Now the 50th 
Small Craft Workshop

by Bill Rutherford and Andy Wolfe

We know a lot about the original Small Craft Workshop 
because John Gardner wrote a very detailed recap of the 
event in Fall 1970, The Log of Mystic Seaport. It was billed as 
a small craft laboratory, but in the 8-page article, John called 
it the First Rowing Workshop. Here’s how it came to be: The 
Marine Historical Association of Mystic, Connecticut, sent 
out invitations, completely uncertain about the response 
they might receive. They were elated when they reached 100 
registrations since it was more than they had expected to 
receive. When they received 200 registrations, they began 
to worry that they would not be able to handle such a large 
crowd. The registrations continued to climb, and in the end, 
nearly 300 people registered. 

Neptune wasn’t smiling and the weekend of June 6–7, 
1970, arrived cold and wet. But 200 people still showed up, 
many of them amateur builders as well as rowing buffs. It 
seems out of place today, but the event photos show men in 
suits standing on the docks alongside boat builders in rubber 
boots. The Coast Guard was there (in uniform) too, checking 
out the traditional boats for safety. Gardner recounts, “Forty-
five boats all told were launched. Not often have so many 
diverse types been brought together at the same float.” John’s 
comment is still very true of the small craft workshop today.

So how do we celebrate all this? We are 50 Small Craft 
Workshops wiser. Back in 1970, Professor Steve Jones rowed 
to the first Rowing Workshop up the Mystic River from 
Noank. He recounts the adventure in the second chapter 
of Part 2 of his book, Backwaters (Norton & Co., 1979), 
wherein he and his two-man crew, the Ship Carver and the 
Unarmed Harbormaster, ply four oars in a 12' Whitehall, 
become involved in a race with a “big pulling boat” manned 

by a crew of Boy Scouts. We won’t spoil what happened when 
they got to the bridge, which was not up, but suffice it to say 
the result, in Bob Hicks’ words, “was a Hoot.” We welcome 
such expeditions and plan to replicate Prof. Jones’ famous 
row on Sunday morning, the 28th—hopefully the bridge will 
be up.

We also plan on gatherings of folks and boats, both past 
and present, to reminisce about events over the decades. 
Sid Whelan still has his original notes from the first TSCA 
organizational meeting. Rob Pittaway made it to 23 
consecutive Workshops under oar power from Stonington. 
Remember when the Seaport workboat Maynard Bray 
delivered hot coffee and donuts to the boats and people 
assembled on the sand spit off Mason’s Island on Sunday 
morning, and then the staff racing back upriver in a Seaport 
whaleboat to make the 9 a.m. museum opening? 

continued on page 14

“�Rowing, like walking, is an ancient 
practice which has lately come under 
eclipse. Along this coast at one time 
rowing was nearly as common and 
as universal as walking. People took 
rowing and rowboats for granted, and 
nearly everyone rowed.” 

–John Gardner
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Top: Solar Breeze at East Grand Lake. Above Right: Okoume marine plywood sections being assembled and stitched together for 
glued-lapstake construction in the shop in New London, CT.

by Tom Clark

Building Solar Breeze

The solar-powered dory project began somewhere 
in the first few steps I took after seeing a demo 
of an electric motor at the Wooden Boat Show 
at Mystic Seaport in June 2017.

There is after all an urgent need for all 
kinds of sustainable solutions to combat 
climate change. A half-formed notion took 
some time to settle on a practical boat design 
and then come to terms with details such as 
specifications, materials, and cost. And, of 
course, there was some months of hesitation 
as I considered whether to commit to a 
project that likely had technical issues I knew 
nothing about. But, something pushed me over 
the edge. Some hard-to-fathom moment swept 
by, and I had ordered plans for the Chesapeake 
Light Craft version of a traditional dory, called 
the Southwester Dory.

The light weight of the CLC version seemed a 
good match for the solar-electric propulsion since I 
needed to maximize the efficiency of the solar panels 
attached to the bimini top. The design saves weight by 
using a glued-lapstrake construction with thin Okoume 
plywood. The system reduces the need for bulky interior 
frames and, with a fiberglass overlay, creates an extremely 
strong and durable boat. 

continued on page 12
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Specializing in
Small-Craft Sails

www.dabblersails.com
dabblersails@gmail.com
Ph/fax 804-580-8723
PO Box 235, Wicomico Church, VA 22579

Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop.

260 Dyckman Avenue

South Haven, MI 49090

269.637.8078

800.747.3810

michiganmaritimemuseum.org

Wooden Boat Building
and Repair

615 MOYERS LANE
EASTON, PA 18042

ROB BARKER
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Monthly we arrive in your mail with interesting 
articles from our readers about dreaming of, designing, 
building or restoring, sailing, rowing, paddling and 
adventuring in small boats. Plus readers’ letters, 
Bolger on Design, featured columnists, advertising 
from boatbuilders, restorers, and suppliers of plans 
and material for small boating, and free subscriber 
classified ads.

60 Pages — 12 Issues/Year
$8 Trial Subscription (3 Issues)
$32 Subscription (12 Issues)

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE COPY
Messing About in Boats
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984
www.messingaboutinboats.com

Bob Hicks, Editor & Publisher

See Your 

Ad Here!
Advertising Rates are on page 23

Beautiful 
Kits 

chasesmallcraft.com
207-602-9587•boatkits@gmail.com

You Can Do It

Sail
Row

Motor

Ready 
to Build

10–20'
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Top: Planing in Process

Sanding and Sanding and Sanding
This begins the part of the boat build that will define the 

quality of the finished build. Everything up until now has had 
some degree of flexibility in being able to make corrections 
or adjustments. Remember, no two boats are exactly alike. A 
tiny blemish in the exterior surface will telegraph through the 
paint 10 times over. Planing and sanding the hull to a perfect 
finish will tolerate no shortcuts. Also, be ever mindful that 
the finished thickness of the hull should be ½ inch. Taking 
too much off by planing or sanding will weaken the skin of 
the boat. Because of the hollowing out of the back of the 
planks at the bilge turn, I started with 5/8-inch-thick planks 
rather than the ½ inch for the other planks. This requires 
some extra care when planing the edges between those planks. 
These particular edges stand proud, and the planing, if done 
correctly, will fair them up but will also aid in creating the 
outside curvature of the hull. 

Cedar is a soft wood, so the sanding actually goes fairly 
quickly. Quickly is, of course, a relative term. Plan to spend 
overall about two weeks for planing and sanding. Extra 
caution is advisable at the side edges of the planks. It would 

be easy to sand too much away and create troughs at the 
edges. A number 5 Jack plane works well to start. A longer 
Jointer plane is too long to work well within the curves of 
the hull of this size. I actually did most of my work with 
a number 4 Smoothing plane. I then started with 80 grit 
sandpaper and used an electric orbital sander. Some will say 
that is a dangerous choice because it can take too much off 
or create low spots. In my case, this is the sander of choice. 
I use it all the time on every project, so I am comfortable 
with achieving the desired results. My mentor uses an angle 
grinder for finish work. Now, that is scary but he has become 
expert with it and his results are fine. Use whatever you are 
comfortable with but be careful. Cedar is soft. If you take too 
much off, you cannot put it back on. Continuously running 
your fingers over the sanded area should help with detecting 
high or low arears. Another helpful tool is a trouble light held 
in such a way as to direct the light longitudinally along the 
planks. Shadows will appear and indicate high and low areas.

continued on page 17

by David A. Fitch

Building the Haven 12½
Part 6
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This is the time of year when we 
address the election of three new 
National Council members. Please 
refer to Article V of the Bylaws of the 
TSCA (which you’ll find on TSCA.net 
in the About menu) for more detailed 
information on the makeup of the 
Council. 

The Council member terms begin 
and end on June 30th. Three members 
retire from the Council every year, and 
three more are elected to replace them. 
Any member of the Association, in good 
standing, is eligible to be a Council 
member. 

For the election process to begin, 
nominations are received by the 
Secretary of the Association. Self- 
nominations (volunteers) are accepted, 
as are nominations from other members. 
The Secretary will receive nominations 
via email: dfitchtx@gmail.com, and 
compile a list of nominations, and these 
will be published on TSCA.net and the 

Nominations and Election of the Council

  Calendar of Events  

by David A. Fitch, Secretary

What To Do

Now
•	 Submit Council 

Nominations to David 
Fitch, Secretary, at 
dfitchtx@gmail.com

In MaY
•	 Review Candidate Bios
•	 Vote online at TSCA.net

TSCA Facebook page. Each nominee 
must submit a one paragraph biography 
to the Secretary detailing the nominee’s 
background and interest in serving on 
the Council. 

Nominations will close April 30th. 
After the nominations are closed, 
the slate of the nominees with their 
biographies will be presented to 
Association members as an online 
ballot. Voting will take place (online) 
during the month of May. To vote, 
just click the VOTE tab on TSCA.net, 
and on the form, enter your name and 
member number as it appears on the 
label of your Ash Breeze. Your ballot 
will appear on screen. Select three 
candidates and press the VOTE button.

On May 30th the Secretary will 
validate the votes received. The three 
candidates with the greatest number of 
votes each will be elected. New Council 
members will be notified in June.

to submit events from your chapter  
and in your area Go to  

tsca.net/events/ 

Chart Navigation at CBMM
March 21, 2020 – March 22, 2020 
10:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum
213 N. Talbot Street
St. Michaels, MD 21663 
$40

Organizational Meeting – Proposed  
Vermont/New Hampshire Chapter
March 28, 2020 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Upper Valley – White River Junction, VT/Lebanon, NH 
Exact location to be determined at a later date

Open Boatshop at CBMM
April 11, 2020 
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum
213 N. Talbot Street
St. Michaels, MD 21663 
$65
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HATCHES
EPOXY
GLASS CLOTH
HARDWARE
NAV LIGHTS
CLEATS
TOOLS
BOAT PLANS
BEACH ROLLERS
ROPE
PAINT WWW.DUCKWORKSBBS.COM

Heritage Coast Sailing 
and Rowing

Promoting Community 
Boat Building, Sailing 

and Rowing on the 
Heritage Coast of Michigan

989-460-2642 • www.heritage-23.org

Come sail and row on beautiful Tawas Bay

T&L TOOLS
Phone: 860-464-9485 

Cell: 860-460-2212
www.tltools.com

UNSCREW-UMS™ broken-screw extractors

Remove broken screws and 
other fasteners. Hollow tool 
uses the stub as a guide.

Models that 
"REALLY SAIL" 

Model boat kits  
for all ages

SeaworthySmallShips.com
info@seaworthysmallships.com 
(410) 586-2700

Created by a boat builder • Made in the USA
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Life Members 
• Dan & Eileen Drath • Jean Gardner • Bob Hicks • Peter T. Vermilya • Sidney S. Whelan, Jr.

Benefactors 
• Steve Brookman • Norm Greisen • Samuel E. Johnson • Robert E. (Bub) Sullivan • John Weiss

Generous Patrons
• Roger B. Allen • Donald Betts • Michael C. Bill • Kim Bottles • Willard A. Bradley • Lee Caldwell • Keith S. Cheveralls 
• Ben Fuller • Richard & Susan Geiger • Greg & Naomi Grundtisch • Arthur Haberland • Robert & Jill Hazard 
• Colin O. Hermans • Martin Heyman • Samuel Huber • David Kavner • Thomas E. King • Paul & Sharon LaBrie
• Kent & Audrey Lewis • Christophe Matson • Richard Peterson • Ron Render • Bill & Karen Rutherford • Clayton Seelgen 
• Donald "Rock" Singewald • Lawrence Sorenson • Bill Stirling • Thomas N. Tomlin • Reagan Tucker • Jeff Wilson • Andy Wolfe 
• Richard C. Wolfe

Sponsor Members * 
• Gill Bahnsen • Lee Bjorklund • Kent & Barbara Bleakly • R. Fairlie Brinkley • Michael Burwell • Richard A. Butz 
• John S. Calhoun • Charles Canniff • Nathan Carey • John W. Carlson • Karl Christoffers • Steve & Gladys Clancy 
• Donald & Faith Clendenen • David & Katherine Cockey • Frank Coletta • Brandon Cooke • Patrick Daniels • Thad Danielson 
• Jim Denovan• Paul DeRoos • Russell Dewey • William Edwards • Sam & Debbie Elufson • John England • Paul Erickson 
• Tom Etherington • Cricket Evans • Frederic Fischer • Gerald W. Gibbs • Roseann & David Gode • Gordon Greene 
• Mr. & Mrs. R. Bruce Hammatt • Bryan Hammond • Kevin Hart • Paul Hayslett • Allen Head • Peter Healey • David Helgerson 
• Peter Hendrickson & Nancy Temkin • Dean & Susan Herring • Kevin W. Holmes • Thomas Hruby • Tom Jackson 
• Thomas Jarosch • Peter Jay • Clifford Johnson • Walt Kangas • Carl B. Kaufmann • Bruce Keefauver • Harvey Kerstein 
• Stephen Kessler • Remi Khu • Andrew Kitchen • Douglas Klaucke • David Kowall • David & Sally Lawrence • Jack Lawrence 
• David Lenowitz • David Lindquist • Robert Lister • Chelcie Liu • Owen X. Loprinze • Jonathan & Ellen Lovell 
• David & Mary Luckhardt • Robert Macks • Phillip R. "Russell" Manheimer • Michael Martin • Pete & Susan Mathews 
• William McCullom • George "Mack" McKinney • Jonathan McNally • Errol Miller • Mike Moore • Grigg Mullen 
• Mason C. Myers • Alexis P. Nason • Lori Jo Orr & Michael Armstrong • John Oswald • Brian Palmer • Andrew Pisarczyk 
• Robert Pittaway • Charles "Alyn" Pruett • Peter Redston • Carol Roberts • Nick Robinson • Thomas Roell • Nathan Rome 
• Sean Rooney • Walter Rybka • Richard "Jeff" Saar • Richard "Bud" Schubert • Paul A. Schwartz • Michael O. Severance 
• Howard Sharp • George Shea • Bob Shipman • Gary & Diane Shirley • John E. Stambaugh • Michael B. Stewart 
• John R. Stilgoe • John P. Stratton, III • Daniel Streeter • John E. Symons • William Theurkauf • Robert Thompson • Jim Tolpin 
• Don Traut • Larry Wachowski • Suzan Wallace • Theodore Weihe • Chris Wick • Michael Wick • John Scott Williams 
• Steve Wright • Ronald Wurst • David B. Wyman • Joel Zackin 

* Please join these and other Sponsor Members and Advertisers (shown throughout this issue) in supporting TSCA!

John Gardner Grant 
In 1999, TSCA created the John 

Gardner Grant program to support 
projects for which sufficient funding 
would otherwise be unavailable. Eligible 
projects are those which research, 
document, preserve, and replicate 
traditional small craft, associated skills 
(including their construction and 
uses) and the skills of those who built 
and used them. Youth involvement is 
encouraged. 

Proposals for projects ranging 
from $200 to $2000 are invited for 
consideration. Grants are awarded 
competitively and reviewed annually 
by the John Gardner Memorial Fund 
Committee of TSCA, typically in May. 

“To preserve, continue, and expand the 
achievements, vision and goals of John 
Gardner by enriching and disseminating 
our traditional small craft heritage.” 

The source of funding is the John 
Gardner Memorial Endowment Fund. 
Funding availability is determined 
annually. 

Eligible applicants include anyone 
who can demonstrate serious interest 
in, and knowledge of, traditional small 
craft. Affiliation with a museum or 
academic organization is not required. 
Projects must have tangible, enduring 
results that are published, exhibited, 
or otherwise made available to the 
interested public. Projects must be 
reported in The Ash Breeze. 

Program details, applications, and 
additional information: 

tsca.net/john-gardner-fund/
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While wandering around the Mid-Atlantic Small Craft 
Festival last October, I came across a couple of boats with 
rowing systems that were as sleek as a racing bicycle. It’s not 
that I’m easily impressed or overly drawn to shiny, new objects, 
though I am. It’s that I had designed a boat, many moons ago, 
for a forward rowing system, and I remain fascinated by the 
mechanics. 

Forward rowing, or rowing while facing the bow, has been 
an inventor’s dream for well over a century—new versions 
seem to come around every five 
to seven years. But they are still a 
novelty, and few are ever seen on 
the water. Perhaps it’s because some 
are mechanically limited, or have an 
ungainly appearance, or only fit one 
particular kind of boat, or they just 
don’t “feel like rowing.”

My fascination with this rowing 
system was in the rowers physical 
motion—pulling the boat in a forward 
direction, while facing forward. It 
sounds counterintuitive. The older I 
get, the harder it is for me to glance 
over my shoulder, so facing forward 
is appealing. That being said, I also 
like to feel like I’m rowing. To me it’s 
a graceful, full body experience, and 
this Gryffyn system seemed to offer a 
full rowing experience.

The response of the oar to your hand 
is identical to what you experience 
in conventional rowing. If you close 
your eyes and row, everything’s the same. When you open 
them, you’re going to see something you’ve never seen before: 
your “catch.” And you’ll also see some other interesting sights 
like the dock, moored boats, approaching waterskiers, bridge 
piers, rocks, waterfowl, and best of all…where you’re going! 

John Ycas, from Boulder, Colorado, was standing by his 
boat, with a Gryffyn Rowing system, and I asked him how 
they came up with this approach to rowing. He said, “We 
started out with a clean sheet of paper and tried to design a 
forward-rowing oarlock that’s sleek and compact and can fit 
any small boat. Its stroke had to be strong, and the blade had 
to feather delicately and precisely. Most of all, it had to have 
the same feel and body motions you’re used to in conventional 
rowing.” 

Ycas said, “We engineered a gear-based mechanism using 
modern high-strength aluminums and hardened stainless 

steels. We started with a simple two-gear box and after many 
iterations have arrived at the Gryffyn GR-79/100. Externally, 
all you see is a small rounded cylinder with two swinging arms 
but no other moving parts are visible. Inside the sealed unit, 
there is an epicyclic transmission of tightly meshed gears that 
gives the Gryffyn its uncanny and unexpected action.”

“Of course,” he continued, “there’s more to rowing than 
just swinging an oar back and forth—you need to feather, 
too. Setting the thinnest cross-section of the blade to the wind 

can be a real plus on a gusty day. 
And because setting the blade flat 
on the water steadies the boat, it’s 
a must-have in narrow, tippy craft 
like sculling shells.”

“As you move the oar back and 
forth, you can twist the grip and 
turn the blade over an 84° range 
and the built-in ‘stops’ mean there’s 
no over-feathering, and smooth 
gearing eliminates the ‘thunking’ 
of square oarlocks,” he said. 

All this is neat, but it begs the 
question, “What boats can use 
one of these rowing systems?”  
The answer is just about any boat 
that can mount conventional oars. 
John said, “We’ve put them on 
sculling shells, wherries, canoes, 
and even kayaks. Both units work 
well with fixed seats, sliding seats, 
and sliding riggers. GR-79s can be 
mated to the GRS1 sliding-rigger 

drop-in and set into any open-cockpit hull.” In hulls with 
set frames, seats, and bulkheads, turning the rower around 
while finding foot room and maintaining proper center-of-
gravity can be a little trickier. Getting the very best from the 
GR79/100 forward rower can be an interesting challenge for 
the thoughtful boat designer. 

So who should use the Gryffyn forward rower? Ycas 
commented, “We think that it offers particular advantages 
to the mature rower; better visibility means greater security, 
better biomechanics reduces stress to the back and wrists, 
and of course, no more twisting the neck around every 
few strokes. Any rower who wants to row more safely and 
enjoyably in a boat that looks good should give the Gryffyn 
a look.”

That sounds pretty good to me. Check out their website for 
photos and more information: Gryffynrowing.com

Forward Rowing: See Where You're GOing
by Andy Wolfe

John Ycas a long way from his Colorado home.
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Solar Breeze
continued from page 4

In memory of  
Michael K. Davis

Executive Director
died Nov. 3, 2008  

Floating The Apple, an active TSCA Chapter 
since 1994. With boats we build we promote 
universal access onto the public waterways, as 
a 501(c)(3) corp. floatingtheapple@gmail.com

170 Old Chequessett Neck Rd., Wellfleet, MA 02667
508-349-2383, info@oldwharf.com, oldwharf.com

Building small 
rowing, row/sail, 
and expedition 
boats for over 
20 years on 

Cape Cod, MA

The basic lines of the dory also 
seemed appropriate for solar-electric 
since they had evolved over hundreds 
of years to make boats that are easy 
to row in all kinds of conditions. The 
efficiency of human-powered craft may 
have developed over myriad iterations 
of a trial-and error process, but the 
low power consumption needed for a 
capable rowing craft dovetails with the 
solar-electric requirement for maximum 
efficiency.

Still, when I started I had no idea 
that the marriage of solar-electric and 
traditional design would work so well. 
Underway, the two 100-watt solar panels 
on the bimini put out essentially the 
same energy/effort as it takes to row the 
boat. Since the motor has built-in GPS 
and power monitoring, it's very simple 
to compare the usage and output. When 
motoring, Solar Breeze draws 185 watts 
at 3.5 knots at slack tide and flat water 
on the Thames River in Connecticut. 
Since that is a moderate rowing speed as 
well, the panels essentially replace—one 
for one—the rowing effort.

Solar Breeze has unlimited motoring 
range as long as the sun is shining. Of 
course, the sail does that too as long as 
the wind is blowing. Each mode has 
advantages. Power is the better option 
for charging into a stiff wind. Also, in 
a general sense, solar/electric clearly 
provides a sustainable option that’s part 
of the solution in an era of man-made 
climate change.

The actual building is no different 
from any other glued-lapstrake boat, 
so I’ll dispense with most of that 
information, which is covered in 
many other places. I will say that the 
construction manual and plans supplied 
by CLC were very helpful. I did modify 
the size of the motor well to fit the 
Torqeedo “short shaft” motor. It turns 
out the Torqeedo short shaft is much 
longer than the usual 15".

For materials, I used plantation-
grown Okoume marine plywood for 
the bottom, planks, decking, and 
bulkheads. For interior framing, I used 
salvaged spruce from a 19th century 
factory floor. The use of sustainably 

grown and salvaged wood goes along 
with the environmental ethic of a solar 
powered dory. 

I’ve had the boat in use for about a 
year. It rows easily but can be blown 
about in windy conditions. I’ve added 
a bit of rock ballast to the forward 
compartment and that helps. I did not 
put in a centerboard, and so I use the 
sprit rig downwind only. I like to row on 
the river, so my daily use combines some 
rowing with motoring or sailing. And it 
makes a good fishing platform, so I have 
added rod holders.

I’ve been very encouraged by the 
curiosity and positive comments I’ve 
received. I keep it on a trailer in my 
garage/boathouse, and so I’m often 
launching in a public setting where I 
run across a lot of power boaters—with 
some kayakers mixed in. Folks seem very 
pleased to see something a bit different 
and, of course, happy to see examples of 
progress in our reach for a sustainable 
future for humanity.



The Ash Breeze, Spring 202013

Chuck Sutherland & Marilyn Vogel
2210 Finland Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054
canusailor@yahoo.com
canusail.org

The Design Works
9101 Eton Road, Silver Spring MD 20901

301-589-9391
www.messingabout.com 

ABOUT THE BOAT
Solar Breeze (18' 10" with a 62" beam) is based on 

a traditional Nahant dory and modified for glued-
lapstrake construction by Chesapeake Light Craft. The 
bench seating along the sides incorporates water-tight 
partitions. They are filled with Styrofoam for 844 lbs. 
of positive floatation. The design calls for a Norwegian 
tiller that operates fore and aft. This handy feature 
makes the boat easy to steer from the cockpit without 
interfering with the fishing poles of other gear. There are 
also hatches over watertight compartments for storage 
under the fore and aft decks. 

The boat is powered by a 3-hp-equivalent Torqeedo 
Travel 1003 electric motor with two lithium-ion 
batteries, (a 915 Wh and a 530 Wh). This provides 
about 30 miles of range without charging.

I’ve wired the aft compartment so there are waterproof 
connections through the deck and bulkhead. The wires 
from the solar panels follow the bimini frame down to 
the deck and connect to the waterproof deck fitting. 
The charging wire from the motor fits into a 12-24 volt 
power outlet in the bulkhead. The arrangement allows 
for a protected area for controllers and connections in 
the aft compartment.

The motor kicks up into the well for beaching and 
hauling. I swap out two filler plates for the well opening 
in the bottom. One solid filler completely fills the 
opening for rowing. Another has a cutout for the motor 
shaft to reduce turbulence while underway. A pair of 
toggles hold the filler plates down.

The Shaw and Tenney Oars are 9' long. A mast step 
and partner for the sprit rig sail are fitted in the front of 
the cockpit. Solar Breeze is painted white and with sea 
green and then sky blue on the two top strakes.

Photo by Judy Benson
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Small Craft Workshop
continued from page 3

We plan a big gam Friday evening with a panel of photos 
from 1970—like Maynard Bray gingerly entering a skin 
on frame kayak. Bring your own photos to post from past 
Workshops. We’ll watch our kids grow up and see their 
kids now rowing and paddling around.

Bring those boats from the past! A free hat to the oldest 
boat. Dawn Miller, supervisor of the Seaport’s Boathouse 
Livery, has gussied up Good Little Skiff Waldo Howland in 
his original bright yellow livery to greet brother and sister 
Good Little Skiffs. She has issued a “Call to All Good Little 
Skiffs” to row and sail in company. “Pete” Culler and Waldo 
Howland brought their hand drawn and hand written 
little brochure expounding the merits of their “Good Little 
Skiff” to the first Workshop. The first boat was built and 
brought to the next Workshop in 1971. Ben Fuller plans on 
bringing his Good Little Skiff, the one in the photo on the 
Boat Livery wall of Bill Sauerbrey sailing without a rudder, 
shifting his weight to come about. 

Now for the Future. Bring your latest ideas and 
prognostications. Last year, Tom Clark shared his solar 
powered Sou’Wester Dory, complete with Li Batteries, 
solar collectors, and Torqueedo motor. “How far will she 
go?” I asked. “To Europe,” he replied. How about new 
materials? U of Maine just 3-D printed a 20' powerboat. 
What is the future? Send us your ideas, or better yet, sign 
up to share your “thought project” with us in a small group 
presentation. Send to smallcrafter@gmail.com or to the 
Seaport Boathouse, attention Bill Rutherford.

Mark your calendars to attend the John Gardner 
Small Craft Workshop the last weekend of June, to be 
held concurrently with the WoodenBoat Show at Mystic 
Seaport. You can check in at the table in the courtyard 
at the South Gate of the Museum, or better yet, visit 
MysticSeaport.org under Visit, Calendar, click on June 
26th and select Small Craft Workshop. A Detailed Notice, 
a Letter to Participants, and Registration forms will all be 
available on line very soon. 

Once again, courtesy of WoodenBoat, the Boathouse 
Livery fleet will be free. Come sail and row the most diverse 
collection of traditional small craft on the planet. Pick one 
for your next build then cross the street and pick up a set 
of plans. Visit the Seaport’s Small Craft Hall, filled to the 
brim with over 450 original specimen traditional small 
craft. We will have guided tours that are not usually open 
to the public.

Factoids from the first 
Small Craft Workshop:

Oldest Boats
Donaghue, 18-foot, round bottom fancy Whitehall, 

built circa 1870 in Clinton, Connecticut, restored 
and owned by Robert H. Baker. 

Willow, 16-foot Adirondak guide boat, built circa 
1870, owned by C. Arthur Smith.

Fastest Boat
Rosencranz Pulling Boat, designed and built by Don 
Rosencranz, 16-footer.

Traveled Farthest
“The boat coming the greatest distance was the 

16-foot varnished, clinker-built, modified Whitehall 
built at White Bear Lake, Minnesota, and picked up 
and brought along on top of his Porsche by J. R. 
Benford, N. A., who drove all the way from Seattle.”
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A growing collection 
of high quality 

videos and blogs 
that bring you 

inside the world 
of traditional boats. 

Visit the following website 
for a 10% discount 

on membership:
www.OffCenterHarbor.com/TSCA
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Learn How to Teach 
Math with Boats!

Framing Square Math
Bevin's Guide to Boat Building Math

Afternoons in the Boatshop
Available in Paperback and PDF Ebook

BUY YOUR COPY TODAY FROM:

Mariner Media (paperback and ebook)
marinermedia.com/product-category/boat-math/
or

WoodenBoat Store (paperback only)
woodenboatstore.com/category/boatbuilding

Blue Hill, Maine   Gardner@hewesco.com
www.hewesco.com/cnc-marine/boatkits

St. Ayles Skiff

Kits for Oughtred, Vivier, Duck Trap, Wolstenholme, 
Timeless Surf, Selway-Fisher, Hylan, and Heritage 23

gryffynrowing.com 

Time 
to Row 

Forward

ducktrapstore.com

‘Need a really good skiff?

12’ Harbor Skiff
There’s no lofting required because plans 
are drawn full size. Not only that, we offer 
plank patterns and even an illustrated 
construction guide. She’s practical, 
economical and straightforward to build.

More interested in wherries and double 
enders? We’ve got those plans too.
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Haven 12½
continued from page 7

I will progress through 150 and then 220 grit sandpaper 
before I am willing to call it enough. I made a couple sanding 
boards for the finish sanding, again, progressing through the 
80 to 220 grit papers. 

Fairing the plank ends to the Stem was tedious. There are 
several compound angles at this junction, and I found it very 
difficult to get any accurate measurements.

Fairing the Keel
The keel edge where it joins the garboard is square as built. 

This edge will need to be faired to the garboard. I want to do 
as much of this cut as I can while the boat is still upside down. 
The problem is that the lead ballast is not yet attached and 
finding that true edge is not obvious. I have the lead ballast 
in the shop so I will make a template of the top of the lead 
and transfer the lines to the keel. Rough cutting this edge now 
will be much easier than getting down under the boat after 
the lead is affixed and making the edge cut. I am not a fan of 
working up from the floor. 

The final step in assuring a satisfactory surface is to apply 
the first coat of primer. I say the first coat because there can 
be several others unless you are really good at planing and 
sanding by eye. I used a grey colored primer. Darker colors are 
more telling than lighter colors, especially white. Each time 
a primer coat is applied, lesser and lesser defects will appear 
until a point of satisfaction is reached.

Next article will discuss painting the bottom and turning 
the boat over.

Above: Primer with Boot Stripe 
Below: Fairing the Keel Edge to the Garboard
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Bayfront Maritime Center TSCA
Richard Eisenberg
40 Holland St., Erie, PA 16507
814-456-4077 
rich.eisenberg@bayfrontcenter.org 
www.bayfrontcenter.org

British Columbia Chapter 
Quill Goldman, 2529 North Road, 
Gabriola Island, BC VOR 1X5, Canada 
250-247-9646 
barefootwoodenboats@shaw.ca

Brooklin Skiff Club 
Eric Blake 
PO Box 316, Brooklin, ME 04616 
etblake@gmail.com

Brooklyn Chapter 
Jim Luton, 570 20th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11218
917-971-7544
jim@canopystudios.com

Buffalo Maritime Center
Greg & Naomi Grundtisch
256 Iroquois Ave., Lancaster, NY 14086
716-681-1315
grundy@fantasiadesign.com

Cape Cod Chapter
Bill Stirling, 11 Naushon Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-790-0098
sstirling@comcast.net
Bob Lister, 126 Donegal Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-420-1718 
boblister98@yahoo.com

Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding
and Boating Society (CABBS)
Ed Neal, 4079 Porter Rd.
Westlake, OH 44145
440-871-0334
4edneal@gmail.com

Connecticut River Oar 
and Paddle Club (CROPC)
Jon Persson, P.O. Box 281 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-2534 
jonpersson7@gmail.com

Crystal River Boat Builders (CRBB)
Bill Connor
9 Browallia Ct., Homosassa FL, 34446
352-503-2166, wjconnorjr@yahoo.com

Delaware River TSCA 
Frank Stauss, 856-981-0998 
fstauss@verizon.net 
delrivertsca.net

Downeast Chapter
Steve Brookman
117 Parker Point Rd.
Blue Hill, ME 04614
239-822-1318
Steve@DowneastTSCA.org
DowneastTSCA.org

Floating The Apple
Adina Taylor, 1225 Park Ave, Ste C10
New York, NY 10128
212-564-5412
floatingtheapple@earthlink.net 

Florida Gulf Coast TSCA
Michael Jones, 4721 16th Ave N. 
St. Petersburg, FL
727-560-5782
fgctsca@gmail.com 
mj.woodwork@gmail.com

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum TSCA
Brent Creelman
315 Front Street
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-7317
brent@maritimefriends.org

John Gardner Chapter
Dan Nelson
U of Connecticut
Avery Point Campus
1084 Shennecossett Road
Groton, CT 06340
860-535-3623, dkenelson@att.net

Les Cheneaux Chapter
Mike Jellison, 906-630-1230
jellison_ml@centurylink.net 

Lost Coast Chapter—Northern CA
President Susan Larkin
Secretary Jade Tippett
P.O. Box 1096, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
707-506-6646, lostcoasttsca@gmail.com 

Lower Columbia River Chapter
Allen Bennett
262 State Route 409
Cathlamet, WA 98612
805-208-7335
allenbennett@centurytel.net

Michigan Maritime Museum Chapter
Pete Mathews, Sec’y
PO Box 100, Gobles, MI 49055
269-628-4396
canoenut@bciwildblue.com

North Shore TSCA
Nathan Burgess, 28 Ronaele Road
Medford, MA 02155
northshoretsca@outlook.com

Old Bay Club (Chesapeake Bay, VA)
Eddie Breeden, 3001 Winterfield Rd.
Midlothian, VA 23113
(804) 615-4413 
oldbayclub@gmail.com

Oregon Coots
John Kohnen, PO Box 24341 
Eugene, OR 97402 
541-688-2826
jkohnen@boat-links.com
https://groups.io/g/oregoncoots

Patuxent Small Craft Guild
Brian Forsyth, 13464 Lore Pines Lane
Solomons, MD 20688
443-804-6439
brforsyth@comcast.net

Pine Lake Small Craft Association
Sandy Bryson, Sec’y, 333 Whitehills Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823 
517-351-5976
sbryson@msu.edu

Puget Sound TSCA
Claire Acord, President
whidbeyboatpainter@gmail.com
Marty Loken, Secretary
PO Box 216, Nordland, WA 98358
360-316-1557, norseboater22@gmail.com
E-mail forum: tsca-puget@yahoogroups.com
www.tscapuget.org

Ralph Middleton Munroe Chapter
Barnacle Historic State Park
Coconut Grove, FL 33133
John Palenchar, john@palenchar.net
7641 SW 65th Place
South Miami, FL 33143
305-666-9588 (h), 305-803-1653 (c)

Sacramento TSCA
Todd Bloch, 122 Bemis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131
415-971-2844
todd.sb@comcast.net 

South Jersey TSCA
George Loos, 53 Beaver Dam Rd.
Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
609-861-0018
georgeowlman@aol.com

Active TSCA Chapters
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St. Augustine Lighthouse Chapter
Jim Millette
2353 Commodores Club Blvd
St Augustine FL 32080
410-279-9826 
Sailbythelee@icloud.com

Texas Boatcrafters and Messers
Mack McKinney
159 Albrecht Rd.
Center Point, TX 78010
830-370-8488
mack@woodnboats.com

Thames River Chapter
Russell Smith
6 Drawbridge West
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
860-536-1113
fruzzy@hotmail.com

TSC Raleigh
Dean Herring
494 Darius Pearce Rd
Youngsville, NC 27596
919-632-5915
dfharing@aol.com 

Warren Rivers (Rhode Island) Chapter
Rock Singewald
10 Taylor St.
Warren, RI 02885
443-980-5601
rock9@mindspring.com

Chapters Organizing

Fundy Chapter
John Kipping, 506 Rusagonis Rd
Rusagonis, NB E3B 8Z2 Canada
jkipping@nbnet.nb.ca, 506-444-1550

"Twin State" NH/VT Chapter 
Nate Carey, Grantham Boatworks 
P. O. Box 27, Grantham, NH 03753 
603-863-2915 
granthamboatworks@myfairpoint.net

✔ Professional development online 
and in-person
✔ Tabletop Woodworking Stations turn 
your tables into a woodshop
✔ All and only hand tools
✔ Project plans with step by step 
directions aligned to standards
✔ Support and advice
✔ Purchase and Rental options

Portable Woodworking for Schools and Camps: Empowering, Engaging and Easy!

Learn more at:   www.maplewoodshop.com        info@maplewoodshop.com 

Pres. Message
continued from page 2

Taking care of our boats and passions are part of the joy (usually) 
of ownership. It is also a good time to consider your wins and losses. 
I like to think that every boat that comes into my possession is often 
orphaned, and my hope is that they leave my hands better than I 
found them. Quite a few have gone through my hands over the past 
40+ years of restoring boats. Not all of them were traditional small 
craft either, but I cared for them just the same.

One year as a gift, I drew all the sailing craft my parents had owned 
during their lifetime, matted them together in a long custom-made 
teak frame. I drew in the seascape and land profiles in the background 
that helped tell the story of where they sailed. That gift hung on their 
dining room wall as a conversation piece thereafter. I now have that 
gift in my possession, and I just thought of doing the same for my 
brother and my own family. You see, boats come and go throughout 
our lives, and they play a role in the happiness or drudgery as well as 
help us define the decades and memories. Whether you're an old salt 
or a newbie just catching the allure of traditional boats, most of our 
membership would be able to tell you they are so much more than 
just boats. They become like old friends, ever ready to head out for 
an adventurous day. And like old friends and new ones, we must take 
care to find the time to maintain those connections.

I wish you all the time to dream and wonder about the coming 
season, the new destinations to ponder and the friendships to 
maintain.

Fair winds,

Capt Suz
Captain Suzan R. Wallace, MFA MM
President of the Traditional Small Craft Association
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drathmarine
http://drathmarine.com

1557 Cattle Point Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Mole got it right...



John Ford 
Crossed the Bar
by Andy Wolfe

One the great joys of our association, for me and for 
many of us, is growing old together. We came together 
because we loved those old fashioned little boats. We 
stayed together because of the bonds we created rowing 
and sailing, and helping each other build and maintain 
our old fashioned little boats. We don’t necessarily see 
each other with great frequency, but we always smile 
when we come together, even if it’s just once a year in St. 
Michaels—year after year, decade after decade. 

I met John Ford a couple of years after he joined 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, well over twenty-
five years ago, at my first Mid-Atlantic Small Craft 
Festival. I was there with my children and a boat named 
Shady Lady that I had built with the Delaware River 
Chapter, happy to sail on the Miles River, and have 
her judged—I didn’t win. John was soft spoken with a 
very inviting smile, and very much in charge. He was in 
constant motion. He knew everyone’s name after hearing 
it just once. He was the first to arrive, setting up coffee 
and donuts at 5 a.m. and the last to leave, long after the 
stars came out. He was tireless, or he made it appear so.

Vera England, another longtime MASCF participant, 
described John at his retirement last May: “While not 
a writer and designer, like John Gardner, nor a builder, 
like Dan Sutherland, nor a sailor, like Ben Fuller, John 
Ford, in his quiet way, supported the building of small 
boats more than many of greater fame. John served 
the museum for more than twenty-nine years and was 

an amazing friend to the sustenance, perhaps even the 
restoration, of the small craft movement on the Atlantic 
Coast.”  

“John made us feel like we’d arrived for a family 
reunion. Indeed, as the decades have shown, we had,” 
Vera said. “His patience and good-natured organization 
solved many a dilemma as those who love small boats 
have gathered and multiplied at the Mid-Atlantic Small 
Craft Festival. He has helped keep small boating alive on 
the Chesapeake Bay by his quiet confidence, knowing 
that MASCF is not about the money earned, it is about 
value both given and received. His willingness to advocate 
for boats on the water, for the event that became HIS 
event, not fancy, just really fun, has aided and increased 
amateur boatbuilding everywhere. There are three and 
four generations of small boaters who count John as part 
of their family.” 

Tracey Johns, a longtime friend and colleague, said, 
“I’m grateful John heard so many kind words at his 
going away reception at CBMM last summer. We all are 
better people for having known him. He will be gravely 
missed.” John crossed the bar February 4, 2020.
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Sharing the Joy of Small Boats

September 26-27, 2020
Portland Yacht Services

100 West Commercial Street

"The MSCC is not only my favorite event of my boat show season but has been the most rewarding in terms of boats sold and new relationships generated"
Clint Chase-Chase Small Craft
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TSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM – Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
	  New Membership	  Membership Renewal/Upgrade 	  Change of Address
 	  Individual/Family, USA: $25 annually	  Sponsor: $50 annually	  Sponsor with ad: $75 annually
	  Individual/Family, Outside USA: $35	  Patron: $100 annually	  Corporate Sponsor with ad: see below	
	  	  

Enclosed is my check for $ ________________________ made payable to TSCA. 
Chapter member?  Yes  No Which Chapter?___________________________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State/Prov.___________ Zip/Postal Code _______________ Country____________________________
E-mail_ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Photocopy and mail to: Secretary, Traditional Small Craft Association, Inc., PO Box 183, West Mystic, CT 06388. Or go online to tsca.net/join/
Note: Individual and Family Memberships qualify for one vote and one copy of each TSCA mailing. 
Family Memberships qualify all members of the immediate family to participate in all other TSCA activities. 

The Ash Breeze
Summer 2020 Volume 41 Number 2

Editorial Deadline: May 1, 2020
Articles: The Ash Breeze is a member-
supported publication; members are 
welcome to contribute. We strongly 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  m a t e r i a l 
electronically. Send text in an e-mail 
message, or as an MS Word attachment. 
Send photos as e-mail attachments, in TIFF 
or JPG formats, as large and/or as high-
resolution as possible. Please give captions 
naming people, places, and to whom photo 
credit should be given. You may also submit 
photographic prints, clean line drawings or 
typewritten material by U.S. Mail. Please 
contact us IN ADVANCE if you must submit 
handwritten text, or material in another 
word processing or image format. 

E-mail to: andy@marinermedia.com.
The editors reserve the right to refuse 

publication of any material deemed not to be in 
the best interest of the TSCA.

Advertising Annual Rates:  (four 
consecutive issues of The Ash Breeze). 
Effective July 1, 2018

Sponsor, with 1/8 page ad ................. $75
Corporate Sponsor: 1/4 page ........... $150
Corporate Sponsor: 1/2 page ...........$400
Corporate Sponsor: full page..........$600
Corporate Sponsor: back cover.......$600

Members’ Exchange:
Text only: 50 words or less, free to 
members. $10 additional, per photo.

Caps: Our navy blue TSCA caps feature 
a 6-panel design made with 100% 
brushed cotton, and a brass grommet 
and adjustment clasp. $20

T-shirts: preshrunk cotton/polyester 
blend, light gray with TSCA logo and 
stylistic black artwork by Barry Long on 
the back. Sizes S, M, L, XL, and XXL. $20

Sea Bag: high quality 600d poly-canvas, 
11 inch (diameter) and 20 inches tall. 
It features a drop-bottom zippered 
pocket, an adjustable webbed sling 
carrying strap with single carry handle, 
and a roomy open main compartment 
with drawstring rope and webbed clip 
closure. $29.95

Order at www.tsca.net/shop

TSCA Wares

Time to renew? Help us save time and postage by updating 
your membership before we send you a renewal request. Cut out or 
photocopy the membership form at the top of this page, complete 
it and return it with your renewal payment to the Secretary, PO Box 
183, West Mystic, CT 06388. Or, you may send the address portion 
of the back cover with your payment.

Ash Breeze Back Issues: Original/
duplicated at $4 each, plus postage.
For issues before 2011 contact
Flat Hammock Press
5 Church Street, Mystic, CT 06355
860-572-2722
For issues 2012 to current contact
Andy Wolfe
540-264-0021, andy@marinermedia.com
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802-425-3926
guideboat@agbboats.com

Join our “Traditional 
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all C
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ssociation” 
Facebook group!

TSCA Members 
Check our Instock Specials
on New & Used Boats 

Order Now for Spring Delivery

Custom Cherry Oars 
included with 
all Boats

adirondack-guide-boat.com
Free Catalog Available

Order online

Ask about discounted home delivery 

Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/guideboat1


