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A strong foundation is necessary 
for roads, bridges, and buildings. 
Strong foundations are also necessary 
for successful endeavors. Taking time 
to learn foundational boat building 
skills allows us to build better vessels. 
Many of us have learned skills in bits 
and pieces that allowed us to complete 
a project. I for one was not always 
satisfied with the results of the bits and 
pieces method. When I have taken the 
time and made the effort to learn the 
fundamentals, I was able to do a better 
job. What’s more, I was able to rely 
more on my own judgment to make 
good project decisions. 

In this issue of The Ash Breeze we 
will feature boatbuilding schools. 
Schools are where we boat builders 
go to learn the fundamentals of 
boatbuilding. There are many fine 
schools across the country. Schools 
provide us with an organized way 
to fill in some of those fundamental 
blanks; some we self-taught builders 
have. Better yet, it is the best way for 
someone who aspires to build boats 
to get started on the right path.

As the boating season approaches, 
TSCA chapters plan activities and 
events. Please let me or Andy Wolfe 
know about your plans so we can 
include them in The Ash Breeze. I am 
excited to share with you that my 
home chapter here in Texas is planning 
a wooden boat festival for October 17–
19 in Port Aransas, Texas. This festival 
will be a little different because it will 
celebrate how plywood has influenced 
boatbuilding in past sixty years. More 
information will be forthcoming. 

I want to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to those members who 
have helped the TSCA financially 
by renewing for multiple years, 
upgrading their membership, or just 
adding a few extra dollars to their 
membership renewal. This along with 
an increase in membership is helping 
make TSCA ends meet so we can 
continue to provide member benefits 
and support the chapters.  

 –Frank W. Coletta
President
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President’s 
Message

The 33rd annual boat show at the 
Michigan Maritime Museum will be 
held afloat and on shore in conjunction 
with South Haven’s HarborFest 
and through the sponsorship of the 
Museum’s TSCA Chapter. Classic and 
traditional small craft—row, paddle, 
sail and motor—will be featured 
with demonstrations throughout 

the day as well as toy boat building 
for kids. For more information 
and registration forms, contact the 
museum at 260 Dyckman Ave. (at 
the bridge) South Haven, Michigan 
49090, Tel: 269-637-8078 or go 
to MichiganMaritimeMuseum.org. 
Questions to boat show coordinator, 
Sandy Bryson, at sbryson@msu.edu.

June 21 Classic Boat Show and 
Small Craft Festival
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by Andy Wolfe

Boat Building 
on the Great Lakes 

Top: Two TSCA chapters helped with the oars for this student-built, Beetle-designed whaleboat for the Charles W. Morgan, launched 
at Mystic Seaport, July 2013. Photo by Bud McIntire.

It was 1972 when I met Ralph Lowell and started sweeping 
floors in his Amesbury, MA, boat shop. I was a college student, 
in love with traditional small craft, and thinking hard about 
how to make a life and living. Boat building schools were 
basically unknown then, though a few were starting up. 

I visited with John Gardner at Mystic Seaport and after he 
examined my hands, he remarked, “Haven’t built much, have 
you?” He advised me that the future of small boat building 
was in the hands of amateurs—people who do it for love and 
passion. I went into the newspaper business and didn’t build 
my first boat until 1993. 

The story is quite different today with high quality boat 
building schools and programs located in all corners of 
the country. Some stand alone, some are associated with 
museums, and some are quite outstanding, but all are working 
toward enhancing the opportunity for students of all ages to 
develop and hone the skills and craftsmanship to propel boat 
building into a bright future. Throughout the year, The Ash 
Breeze will be looking at boat building programs across the 
country, starting in the middle with the Great Lakes Boat 
Building School, located in the eastern end of Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, the Les Cheneaux Islands.

The concept for the school was inspired by the longstanding 
wooden boat building heritage in the Great Lakes Region. 
Beginning in 2005, a group of resident and summer citizens of 
the Les Cheneaux Islands teamed up to explore the concept and 

feasibility of establishing a wooden boat building school. Funds 
were raised to purchase property in Cedarville, MI, and to design 
and construct a new 12,000 square foot facility exclusively for 
teaching wooden boat building, all within 18 months.

From this grass-roots beginning, the Great Lakes program 
is now one of the five major professional wooden boat schools 
in the U.S. with students from all over the United States, as 
well as abroad, including Canada, England, the Caribbean 
Islands, and China. Tuition for the first year, including tools 
and living expenses, is estimated at $21,535, which places 
the program on par with most in-state college programs and 
below the other dedicated boat building schools. According to 
Bud McIntire, “Eighty-eight percent of our incoming students 
graduate, and ninety-two percent of the 2012–13 class found 
employment at reputable boatbuilding or fine woodworking 
shops or have started their own shops.” McIntire is Director of 
Student Services and Industry Relations at the school. 

Students at the Great Lakes Boat Building School work 
on boats designed by some of the most widely-respected 
yacht designers in the world including John Hacker, Steve 
Van Dam, Paul Gartside, John Atkin, and Nelson Zimmer. 
McIntire said, “Boat projects are selected to maximize the 
hands-on learning opportunities for our students and are also 
chosen for their timeless aesthetic and functional qualities.”

The school’s first-year class size ranges from 12–18 students, 
providing personalized instruction and variety of learning 

continued on page 17
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by Andy Wolfe

The Apprenticeshop

Traditional boatbuilding and seamanship is at the core of The 
Apprenticeshop, a seafaring tradition on the coast of Maine. 
For over 40 years The Apprenticeshop has been dedicated to 
instilling in students the enduring values of problem-solving, 
self-confidence, and leadership through the craft of wooden 
boatbuilding.

Inspired by the education philosophy of Kurt Hahn and his 
Outward Bound programs, the school was founded by Lance 
Lee in Bath, Maine, in 1972. Today, the school continues to 
operate with the idea that education should simultaneously 
encourage thought and action, not one or the other. The 
Apprenticeshop is recognized internationally as one of the 
finest and oldest traditional boatbuilding schools in America.

At the Apprenticeshop, students learn boatbuilding the way 
it’s been done on the Maine coast for hundreds of years—using 
the steam box, the hand plane, and the roving iron. On the 
water, students learn seamanship and team work in peapods, 
whitehalls, and keel boats, with a variety of rigs: schooner, 
sloop, and lug—all traditional Apprenticeshop-built craft. 
Through the rigors of this demanding discipline, apprentices 
work through challenge after challenge, gaining both the 
craftsmanship of the boatbuilder and the wisdom of experience.

The Apprenticeshop curriculum is divided into three 
programs of focus: CORE, a 9-month course that provides 
students with a solid foundation in the craft of wooden 
boatbuilding and construction. ADVANCED, for second 
year students with the skills and confidence of basic wooden 
boat construction to apprentices on commissioned or custom 
boat builds. And, INTENSIVE a 12-week immersion in the 
world of wooden boatbuilding. Students construct a boat of 
their choice under the guidance of Apprenticeshop instructors 
while completing their other full-time boatbuilding courses. 

Apprenticeshop students gain the skills necessary for entry-
level positions in a wooden boatbuilding shop or yard from the 
CORE program. The first months of the course focus on tool 
use, maintenance, finishing techniques, shop safety, and more 
through the loft-to-launch construction of a lapstrake 12-foot 
flat-bottomed skiff. The second block of CORE focuses on 
wood and composite boatbuilding techniques, building a sea 
kayak or stand-up paddleboard. 

Past ADVANCED projects include the 23-foot Gilmer 
design Blue Moon, 24-foot Carney Lobster boat, 17-foot 
Fitzgerald work skiff, a Barnegat Bay Duck boat, and a variety 
of other small skiffs and tenders. Working in tandem with the 
master builder, the students learn how to solve unpredictable 
problems, to be innovative, and to develop a deep sense of 
craftsmanship. Concurrently, apprentices gain the experience 
of balancing the resources of time and materials, and learn the 
nuances of client relationships. 

ADVANCED apprentice, Garrett Farchione has finished 
lofting for a Columbia Hershoff dingy.

Experience is fundamental to the Apprenticeshop education 
model. The INTENSIVE program presents students with a 
project to learn on their own—as they go. Using a manual, the 
reference library, and seeking help from instructors and other 
students, INTENSIVE students hone their problem-solving 
skills and self-confidence, taking on any new and complicated 
project. Students choose boat building projects like the Susan 
skiff, a Nina sailing dinghy, or sea kayaks in this program.

 For more information visit The Apprenticeshop website at 
www.apprenticeshop.org or call the school office (207) 594-1800 
or email info@apprenticeshop.com.  

Floating Fleet Day at CBMM
On Saturday, May 31, the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 

Museum (CBMM) in St. Michaels, MD, will host 
Floating Fleet Day, where visitors can experience the 
Miles River aboard an authentic Chesapeake wooden 
workboat. For a nominal fee, 30-minute boat rides 
will be offered between noon and 3 p.m. aboard many 
of CBMM’s floating fleet. For more information, call 
CBMM at 410-745-2916 or visit www.cbmm.org.
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by John Murray

Efficient Rowing

What if I were to tell you that 
everything you believe about rowing is 
wrong? Some things you read in this 
article may seem counterintuitive, but 
they derive from observation and theory 
and have been verified experimentally 
(see the “Turbo Oar” story on my 
website: www.gacooarlocks.com) and 
employed in oar design. Doesn’t make 
sense you say? When Einstein was 
told that his theory of time dilation at 
speed didn’t make sense he observed 
that: “Common sense is merely a set of 
prejudices we acquire before the age of 
eighteen.”

It is the bane of my life getting my 
galley slaves to take long slow strokes 
on our excursions. How can I convince 
them that long slow strokes driven by 
the strong torso muscles are less effort 
than arm driven short strokes? I believe 
that we can improve our rowing by a 
careful analysis of the ergonomics of the 
process.

It is an extraordinary fact that the 
oar of a racing scull is only 9-feet long. 
Based on this, we should be able to 
calculate the comparative length of an 
oar for a fixed seat rowing boat.

Some rough measurements show that 
extensions of the body in rowing are as 
follows:

Legs: About 50 cm. or 30% (strong).
Torso: About 50 cm. or 30% (very 

strong).
Arms: About 60 cm. 40% (relatively 

weak).
Thus body extension in a fixed seat 

rowing boat is 70% (arm and torso) of 
the extension of the sliding seat boat. 
Consequently the fixed seat boat should 
have an oar 70% of 9 feet which is 
6.3 feet. At this stage it behoves us to 
analyse why the racing sculls use such 
short oars.

It is commonly believed and is even 
mentioned on some websites, that every 
effort should be made to row with 
the oar at right angles to the boat as 

Galley slaves bank oars for a rest with the author as stroke. Drug of choice, 
exercise induced endorphins.

this is thought to be the most efficient 
mode. Racing sculls have the chance 
to maximize this option by widening 
spread (inboard length of the oar) by 
extending the outriggers so that longer 
oars can be used. We might expect 
that moving the oars through an arc of 
about 60 degrees would then give the 
optimum performance. However this is 
not the case. Racing sculls choose to use 
shorter oars and swing them through an 
arc of 100 degrees. 

On the next page is a representation 
of a rower photographed at three stages 
of the same stroke. The dots represent 
the position of the blade tip at every 
5 degrees of stroke angle. The boat is 
moving up the page relative to the oar 
blade. Careful study shows that the oar 
at the end of the stroke has unexpectedly 
moved forward in the water. The only 
phase of the stroke where the oar moves 
in the expected backwards direction 
is at the drive. This requires some 
explanation.

At the catch the blade is moving 
forward in the water at three quarters 
the speed of the boat, because of its 
70-degree angle. This forward motion 
establishes a flow of water from the tip 
of the blade to the root as shown in 

the left side of the diagram. A gradual 
application of effort encourages this 
water flow with the blade acting like a 
sail. As the rower applies force to the 
handle the blade moves �⁄₄ outward and 
�⁄₄ rearward. According to some theories 
�⁄₄ of our effort is being wasted. Instead 
we have a forward impetus in the water 
that is especially effective in the same 
way as a wing or a sail. A rowing blade, 
due to the density of water, is equivalent 
to a 270 square foot windsail. If the 
blade is stall free, then the boat will 
move forward over 3 times faster per 
change of oar rotation than at the drive, 
but with �⁄₃ the force.

As it travels through its stroke, the 
blade changes its angle of drive so 
rapidly that water begins to slip off the 
end of the blade due to centrifugal force. 
This happens about 10 degrees after the 
catch. This is where the spoon blade is 
effective as it redirects this departing 
water in a rearward direction giving 
more thrust (action and reaction). I have 
argued in another article “Turbo Oar” 
on my website (www.gacooarlocks.com) 
that a curve of over 50 degrees will be 
even more effective. This turbo effect 
is only obtained with a spoon oar. The 
flat blade oar misses out to a large extent 



The Ash Breeze, Spring 20147

on both the sailing and the turbo effect 
as it stalls in the water and loses energy 
because of this. It effectively spends 
more energy stirring the water and is 
best used with longer oars and shorter 
strokes.

At the drive the oar has the most power 
but is less efficient because it is stalling 
with water flowing around the blade in 
eddies and wasting energy. At the start, 
racing sculls use short strokes around the 
drive angle for acceleration but as speed 
increases, the more efficient large catch 

angles are employed. Ordinary rowboats 
suffering heavy loads or headwinds will 
benefit from shorter strokes around the 
drive angle. You might say that changing 
stroke length is the same as changing 
gears.

The oar is released from the water 
at less than half the angle at the catch. 
There are many reason why this is so:

1. At the catch the water is fresh and 
undisturbed.

2. At the catch both the torso and leg 
muscles are fully employed.

3. The boat is now travelling at full 
speed, and it is advantageous to make 
the recovery stroke at this point.

4. The curve of the spoon oar that 
works to the advantage of the catch does 
the reverse at large release angles.

How theory informs our rowing:
Based on the above, the following 

rules may help guide to a more enjoyable 
rowing experience. 

Spend some money on spoon oars, 
as they are the most important part of 
the boat. You might even try the Turbo 
blades.

(There is an excellent article appearing 
in The Ash Breeze, 1990 winter edition, 
that describes among other things how 
to make a spoon blade. It can be found 
by googling “John DeLapp, spoon 
oars.”)

Use oars that are no longer than 
7½ feet unless the beam of your boat 
requires it. The rowlock blocks or side 
mounted on the inside of the gunwale. 
I have reduced the turbo oars to 7 feet.

Take short strokes when starting or 
against strong winds.

Take long backstrokes with good 
follow through for the release in good 
rowing conditions. A golfer always has 
a good follow through else he will start 
easing his stroke at the drive. The rowing 
stroke needs a good follow through for 
the same reason. Ease your effort into 
the catch to avoid stalling the oar, then 
pull harder for the rest of the stroke.

Mount the sockets 11” from the rear 
of the rowing seat. If the oarlocks have 
pins at the front (such as the Douglas 
and Gaco) mount them 10” from the 
rear of the seat. Consider two socket 
positions about 2” apart. Make sure 
that the sockets are high enough above 
the seat (9”) so that the pulling stroke 
is towards the shoulders and that the 
blades can have a high recovery to avoid 
waves, without the handles striking the 
knees.

Here is a little story to illustrate how 
long strokes can work to your advantage: 
During one of our annual races around 

One stroke: Position of the blade tip is derived from a photographic record of a 
racing stroke. A less forceful stroke is likely to exhibit a greater sail and turbo effect.

continued on page 14
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Making Your Own Fittings—
Making a Rounded Spar

by David Wyman, photos courtesy of Rosemary Wyman

Rounded spars are used on traditional 
small craft for a variety of tasks. Shown  
on the right are three rounded spars that 
I recently made for my 13-foot peapod: 
a boat hook of all wood construction, 
a new yard for my lug sail, and a new 
curved tiller. This same technique can be 
used to make anything with a rounded 
cross section such as masts, rounded 
shafts on oars and paddles, etc. 

When making any type of spar, it 
is important to make it as lightweight 
and strong as possible by selecting an 
appropriate wood such as spruce or fir. 
All of these spars have a rounded section 

that can be easily carved with a variety 
of tools. 

First draw the spar’s shape on a piece 
of wood, showing the required length, 
taper, and curvature if any. For example, 
the boat hook is straight while the yard 
shown above is tapered at the ends, and 
the tiller is both curved and tapered. 
The cross section dimension in the 
middle should never be less than �⁄50 of 
the length. Next cut out the shape and 
plane it to a square/rectangular cross 
section. Then the corners of the square 
cross section are cut off to make an eight-
sided cross section. If the diameter of the 
spar is greater than 3 inches, you will 
probably need to repeat the process to get 
16 sides before the final rounding to get 
a well-rounded spar. Finally, the corners 
of the eight-sided (or sixteen-sided) cross 
section are rounded to make a rounded 
shape. Then, with a little sanding, the 
result is a nicely rounded spar. 

Shown on the left is the first step in 
the making the new yard for my lug 
sail. It has been cut out to shape with 
a square cross section that is tapered at 
the ends and planed smooth on all four 
sides. For this 57 inch long spar, the 
finished cross section in the middle is 
1�⁄₄ inch in diameter, tapered to 1 inch 
at the ends.

Once you have the shape you want 
with a square cross section, it is time 
to mark where to cut off the corners to 
make an eight-sided section. Each of the 
eight sides should be the same width. To 
accomplish this, the cut lines should be 
drawn at 29% of the width in from both 
sides on each surface. The table to the 
right lists the distance from the edge to 
the nearest �⁄₁₆th inch to mark the spar 
for the 29% edge distance.

For the middle portion of the 1¼ inch 
diameter spar, the cut line is marked at �⁄₈ 
inch in from each side. At the ends that 

continued on page 20

Diameter/
Width of Spar 

(inches)

Distance from 
edge for cut line 

(inches)
1 ⁵⁄₁₆

1�⁄₄ �⁄₈

1�⁄₂ ⁷⁄₁₆

1�⁄₄ �⁄₂

2 ⁹⁄₁₆

2�⁄₄ ⁵⁄₈

2�⁄₂ �⁄₄

2�⁄₄ ⁄₁₆

3 ⁷⁄₈
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by Sandra Kearney

“Does it have sliding seats?” The response was a definitive 
“Maybe.” So I set off to check out the boat recently purchased 
from Ladies of the Lake Rowing Club of Oakland, CA. One of 
our local restaurateurs had donated funds to buy her and the 
call went out that the gal was in need of some TLC. Rowing 
a Maas Flyweight shell myself, when I heard it worked eight 
oars and a cox, my expectation was for something similar. 

I was completely taken aback by the 2500 pounds of 
beautifully-shaped, painted wood that faced me. At 26 feet 
long with a 6�⁄₂ foot beam, steering with a sweep oar or rudder 
and tiller—and bench seats, this is a Monomoy Surf Boat. 
Commissioned in 1988 and crafted by master boat builder 
Raymond Speck in Port Townsend, WA, she is the sister 
boat to one still rowed by the 
Oakland women’s group. My 
thoughts immediately jumped 
to getting a crew of women 
together to row her and the 
exciting possibility of an 
adventure from its Fort Bragg, 
CA, home at Dusty and Linda 
Dillion’s World’s End Rowing 
Club to San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate seemed to be in the 
stars. My rowing experience 
commenced six years ago, 
trying it as the “something 
new” for my 55th birthday and 
buying a shell a month later. 

I’m the Lone Ranger on the Mendocino Coast as far as a 
racing shell goes, have never owned a boat before, and do not 
know much about them in general. Perfect.

Turns out, Dusty had a dream of seeing a women’s rowing 
team. Not that he told me about it, but that comes later. He 
was very welcoming and generous with instruction on boat 
restoration and repair. My query about the possibility of 
rowing her to SF was met with an “I don’t see why not.” No, 
seriously, I pushed it. And still the answer was yes. 

Let the scraping and sanding begin.
A couple of months of work turned into nine. Thirty-two 

people put time and energy into the restoration and donations 
to get her afloat, primarily Dusty Dillon and Bob Treaster. 
Teaching me along the way, they were always happy for any 

The Noyo Women's Rowing Club

Right: Working on the boat. 
Top: The race team—Ann Walker, Stroke, Lori Davy 4 Port, Cheryl Papp 3 Starboard, Annette Marquis 3 Port, Ayla Douglas 2 
Starboard, Cheryl Dennett 2 Port, Rudi Jolliffe Starboard Bow, Wendy Pulliam Port Bow, Sandra Kearney Cox.
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continued on page 19

helping hands—I loved the Rosie the Riveter action, for a 
minute. 

Enthusiasm for getting this women’s crew together had 
me talking it up at every gathering. I could tell by the eye 
roll that a friend, along for all of them, was sick of hearing 
it and though there was a good deal of initial interest, with a 
nine-month interim, I worried that enthusiasm had seriously 
waned. 

Stan Halvorsen is the president of the Lost Coast Chapter of 
the TSCA as well as the dock master for World’s End Rowing 
Club. I’d met this gentleman and heard of his seamanship 
some time back. He and I had rowed together in a beautiful 
double, built by Jim Swallow, in an effort to get me initiated 
to rowing in the ocean. The only other oceangoing I’d had was 
in my shell out under the Golden Gate a few times during a 
race on the SF Bay, a race that Jim and Stan had been in many 
times as well.

This was going to be a whole different ball game and I had 
absolutely no clue.

In July 2013, the Duer, named after Steve Duer’s mother 
(he gave the donation to purchase the boat) was back in 
the water where she belonged. Stan called and we took her 
out. Being a wizard with knots, he jerry-rigged the tiller for 
steering so the two of us could row. It was my first attempt at 
sweep rowing and it felt great—so much stability compared to 
the shell. Stan mentioned that he’d rowed it by himself so, yes, 
me too, please. He got on the tiller and I rowed him along the 
Noyo River. The Noyo is a working harbor with fishermen, 
restaurants, fish processing plant, charter boats, kayak rentals, 
tours, and a Coast Guard Station. Stan knows every boat and 
seems to know every person on them. You’d think he’d pulled 
off some magic act from the hoots and hollers we got. One 
came out of her cabin, started waving her arms and yelling, 
“No, no, they are supposed to row us!” Really?

I was hooked, so with the hope that eight intrepid women 
would like to learn to row and see where we can take it, I put 
out the call. Over 50 women responded, some I didn’t even 
know. 

And a club was born. 
None of those that initially responded had ever rowed. 

Ever. I, who was looking for the perfect five-foot, zero-pound 
coxswain, had never coxed.

From the moment we got in the boat Stan was instructive 
and enthusiastic. This man rowed whale boats as a Sea Scout 
and worked on the Balclutha, a historical ship docked at 
Fisherman’s Wharf in SF. After a stint in the Navy, he used 
to row from Sausalito to SF to get to work, along with many 
ocean rowing and sailing excursions. No better teacher. 

Stan was the one who had the expertise to get this boat 
off the dock safely. As well as our rowing, he put Rudi, who 
actually fit the cox size bill, and myself on the tiller and then 
sweep oar control. Each time out, sometimes out into the 
ocean, sometimes further up the river, there was a lesson in 

an important aspect of boating and seamanship; navigation, 
docking, lines, knots, winds, buoys, lights, horns, right of way, 
anchoring, man overboard drills, compass, maps, emergency 
signals, radio, towing… 

Stan also taught us to toss oars, which he arranged for us to 
do for the outgoing Coast Guard Commander during their 
ceremony on the Noyo. It was a very special moment for us.

My job was to teach each person getting in the boat the 
fundamentals of rowing along with the commands and to learn 
everything that Stan had to impart. The coxswain is ultimately 
in charge and responsible for the safety and function of the 
boat and crew. 

From the initial shout-outs of workers along the docks, we 
have come to be part of the harbor community with friendly 
waves and encouragement a part of each row. 

Our “Queen’s Wave” to those dining at the Wharf Restaurant 
is a given. You’ll just have to come and see for yourselves. 
A “Queen’s Wave Cocktail” is being introduced and may 
make it to their menu. Cheryl’s husband, Phil, mixologist 
extraordinaire, created it for us.

Being the Noyo Women’s Rowing Club, we had to disguise 
Stan to keep him coming out with us. He looks disturbingly 
attractive with long pink hair and found it to be so much 
warmer than a baseball cap. It took a while, and there was 
some head shaking in getting to know us, but wisely figuring 
that if you can’t beat ’em, he came up with the command “All 
hands, chit-chat!” 

In discussing weight capacity for the boat, he bravely asked, 
and I am not kidding, how much we all weighed. Cheryl just 
looked at him and said, “Stan, we each weigh 100 pounds.” 
End of discussion.

Within the first two months there were over 40 different 
women who got in the boat, most more than once, to row. 
They are currently National and Local TSCA members. Two 
cox, one boat, and many interests. Now we had to figure out 
how to make this work. 

Tossing oars for the Coast Guard. Photo by Bruce Rogerson.
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Life Members 
• Dan & Eileen Drath • Jean Gardner • Bob Hicks • Paul Reagan • Peter T. Vermilya • Sidney S. Whelan, Jr.

Benefactors 
• Samuel E. Johnson

Generous Patrons
• Ned & Neva Asplundh • Willard A. Bradley • Lee Caldwell • Frank Coletta • Dusty & Linda Dillion 
• Richard S. Kolin • John S. Montague • John Murray • Cameron Pratt • Richard B. Weir • John Weiss 

Sponsor Members * 
• Rodney & Julie Agar • Doug Aikins • James Alderman • Ned Asplundh • Ken Bassett • Bruce Beglin 
• David Belden • Michael C. Bill • Kent & Barbara Bleakly • Robert C. Briscoe • Charles Canniff  
• Keith S. Cheveralls • Stanley R. Dickstein • William Dodge • Dick Dodson • Rob Dunlap • Paul Erickson 
• Tom Etherington • Peter & Cricket Evans • Huw Goronwy Evans • Ben Fuller • Dr. Lawrence O. Garber 
• Gerald W. Gibbs • Joy Godsey • Jeffery K. Hallock • Dick Hamly • Mr. & Mrs. R. Bruce Hammatt 
• John A. Hawkinson • Peter Healey • Colin O. Hermans • Kevin W. Holmes • Peter A. Jay • Randall Jones 
• David Kavner • Thomas E. King • Paul LaBrie • Arthur (Sandy) Lawrence III • Chelcie Liu 
• Jonathan & Ellen Lovell • Pete & Susan Mathews • Michael Mcclure • Alexis P Nason • Ian McNeill 
• Mason C. Myers • Robert W. Pitt • Robert Pittaway • Ron Render • Bill & Karen Rutherford • Richard Schubert 
• Paul A. Schwartz • Karen Seo • Gary & Diane Shirley • John Silverio • Leslie Smith • F. Russell Smith II 
• Zach Stewart & Anne Somerville • Pat Stefani • John R. Stilgoe • Morgan Stout • John P. Stratton III 
• Robert E. (Bub) Sullivan • Cary Tolman • Thomas N. Tomlin • Larry Wachowski • Stephen M. Weld, Jr. 
• Mike Wick • Andy Wolfe • Zach Woodside • Robert & Judith Yorke • J. Myron Young • Joel Zackin • Bob Zolli

* Please join these and other Sponsor Members and Advertisers (shown throughout this issue) in supporting TSCA!

John Gardner Grant 
In 1999, TSCA created the John 

Gardner Grant program to support 
projects for which sufficient funding 
would otherwise be unavailable. 
Eligible projects are those which 
research, document, preserve, and 
replicate traditional small craft, 
associated skills (including their 
construction and uses) and the skills 
of those who built and used them. 
Youth involvement is encouraged. 

Proposals for projects ranging 
from $200 to $2000 are invited 
for consideration. Grants are 
awarded competitively and reviewed 
semiannually by the John Gardner 
Memorial Fund Committee of 
TSCA, typically in May and 

“To preserve, continue, and 
expand the achievements, 
vision and goals of John 
Gardner by enriching and 
disseminating our traditional 
small craft heritage.” 

October. The source of funding 
is the John Gardner Memorial 
Endowment Fund. Funding 
availability is determined annually. 

Eligible applicants include anyone 
who can demonstrate serious interest 
in, and knowledge of, traditional 
small craft. Affiliation with a 
museum or academic organization 
is not required. Projects must have 
tangible, enduring results which are 
published, exhibited, or otherwise 
made available to the interested 
public. Projects must be reported 
in The Ash Breeze. 

Program details, applications, and 
additional information: 

www.tsca.net/JohnGardnerGrant.html
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MisLeading Lady

by Darrah Foster at Independence Seaport Museum

Restoring MisLeading Lady
Blue Star was brought to Independence 

Seaport Museum’s Workshop on 
the Water in 2001 by owner George 
Wimberg. Originally named MisLeading 
Lady, Wimberg wanted a full restoration 
of the boat he knew to be a 1928 26-
foot Ventnor runabout built by Ventnor 
Boat Works in Ventnor, NJ. Founded 
by Adolph Apel, Ventnor Boat Works 
designed the three-point hydroplane 
that is still one of the fastest things 
afloat. When MisLeading Lady came in 
to the Workshop on the Water she was 
nail-sick and degraded. The builders saw 
a few bad planks, some unusual features, 
and noticed she underwent three deck 
transformations over the course of her 
life. It was also discovered she had a new 
engine installed in the 1930s. A Formica 
transom overlay was mounted in 1943 
and a cabin addition was done in 1945. 

The Workshop on the Water’s staff 
looked forward to beginning this 
project because of her great history and 
the sense of pride to get her underway 
again. To say the least, MisLeading Lady 
was nowhere near her original design. 
Wimberg believes the boat may have 

been modified for fishing in the 1940s. 
To begin the restoration, the boat 
builders removed the wood-grained 
Formica transom and stripped the boat 
down to the hull and ribs. To add to the 
challenge, there were no known plans 
for the Ventnor because Ventnor Boat 
Works closed in the 1950s and a fire in 
the 1960s destroyed documents in the 
building, which left nothing behind. 
To recreate the lines of MisLeading 
Lady, the builders reached out to other 
Ventnor owners around the country. 
One of the Workshop’s crew travelled 
to Connecticut to see a Ventnor very 
similar to MisLeading Lady. This was 
crucial in rebuilding MisLeading Lady’s 
deck layout. 

As for her engine, MisLeading Lady’s 
original engine was a 250 HP Lycoming, 
which was downsized in 1943. She now 
has a gas 225 HP 2,300 RPM Scripps 
Series 202 Marine Engine with an in-
line 6 cylinder 1936 flathead valve 
arrangement that weighs approximately 
1,275 pounds turning a Walter V 
drive. The engine was sent to Wilson’s 
Machine Shop in Brant Lake, NY, for 

Seaworthy Small Ships
Dept A, PO Box 2863

Prince Frederick, MD 20678
800-533-9030

seaworthysmallships.com
Catalog Available $1.00

full restoration. Surviving features of the 
original boat are the propeller and keel 
arrangements.

Workshop on the Water rebuilt the 
cockpit sole, reinforced the hull, removed 
the plywood from the bottom, replaced 
floor timbers and bottom framing, and 
installed new bottom planking. Her hull 
is now cedar planked with steam-bent 
oak frames bronze fastened and finished 
in glossy black paint. The hatches are 
varnished oak and mahogany. The 
interior floor boards are cedar and the 
interior will be finished bright. The 
transom is mahogany and once the 
bright work is complete, “MisLeading 
Lady” will once again be painted on her 
transom. Her engine and dashboard will 
be installed last. Although the builders 
are unsure if the gauges are original to 
the runabout, the Consolidated gauges 
from the 1930s will be re-installed.  

The Workshop on the Water crew 
worked hard to restore MisLeading Lady. 
After approximately 13 years of off and on 
work, Independence Seaport Museum’s 
Workshop on the Water is excited to 
announce that MisLeading Lady is 
scheduled for completion in 2014.
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Dangar Island a young and strong nephew of 
mine, who is bicycle fit, was neck and neck 
with me for the entire race. Near the end, I 
had nothing left but was determined to beat 
him and in desperation lengthened the stroke 
of my turbo oars. Then I began to gradually 
draw away from him and managed for an old 
fella like myself (70 at the time) a credible 
second to Hercules (Asher Ashwood a super 
fit 20 year old).

Now give it a try. Get yourself a decent 
pair of spoon blades or even the turbo blade. 
Keep lengthening your backstroke till further 
extension appears to have no benefit. Feel the 
delight of having the skiff slip further through 
the water with each stroke. Pull fairly hard at 
the catch and gradually ease up through the 
powerful drive. Then lean the body well back 
and pull upright with the arms just before 
releasing. Work on the rowing style at each 
outing. Remember that the effort required to row is more than 
the square of the velocity (i.e. 4 times the power to double 
speed), so keep the speed as even as possible. Rowers that put 
the maximum effort into the drive cause the boat to have a 
jerky motion that can be uncomfortable for the passenger. 
Row for the comfort of, rather than to impress, the passenger.

Efficient Oars
It took over 100 years for any significant development to 

take place, when the oars and blades both got shorter. The 
West German team introduced the Macon blade in 1959 
where it won all male sweep events except the coxless four. 
Part of the problem of the long thin blade is that a portion of 
it moves the wrong way through the water. There is a point of 
the blade that remains stationary in the water with the portion 
outboard of the point providing drive and the area inboard 
providing drag, thereby wasting energy.

Note that the part of the oar inboard of the rowlock remains 
the same whilst the outboard part gets shorter. Thus we have 
the following ratios. I have included a figure for the “Turbo” 
oar that I have designed and favor for use.

Oar             Outboard/Inboard       
Square  2.7 
Macon  2.4
Cleaver  2.3
Turbo  2.2
These figures give a theoretical 

speed magnification of the oar. If 
all oars were 100% efficient, the 
square blade would give a greater 
speed, that is the boat would move 
2.7 times as far as the oar handle. 
However it is more likely that the 
more efficient cleaver blade will 
move the boat just as far while using 
less energy in the ration 2.3/2.7. 
As a percentage this is 85%. Or it 
might be said that the cleaver blade 
is almost 20% more efficient than 
the straight blade with the Macon 
not far behind.

The only reason to use a flat blade 
is that it is much easier to make, 
but its efficiency is certainly going 

to be less than the Macon blade by about 30%. Consequently 
it should be longer even than the square oar. I would suggest 
in a ratio of 3.0 outboard to one inboard and a smaller stroke 
angle. This compares with an astonishing 3.5 to one ratio that 
I have been able to measure from a photo in Ash Breeze. Such 
an oar will have twice the imbalance of an oar with a 2.5 to one 
ratio. I am aware that the long thin flat blade is allegedly easier 
to use in a seaway. However I urge you to watch “A Surf Boat 
Tale - Part 2” on YouTube. Nobody rows in rougher waters than 
those blokes, and you will notice their very fine rowing with 
heavily spooned oars. The efficiency obviously outweighs the 
inconvenience of using the broader spoon blade.

It should be remembered that long strokes save energy from 
the reduction of movement reversal. Try the rowing stroke 
without entering the oar into the water and you might be 
amazed at the energy expended achieving nothing. As well 
the shorter lighter oars are much easier to work and require 
less rowing room on the water. I have been surprised by the 
size and weight of whaleboat oars and feel that they may have 
been better off using lighter shorter oars. Certainly the weight 
of the oars is part of the complaint about the effort required 

to row them.
It is a delight to watch a stylish rower in action, 

and it is my hope that this article will encourage 
more rowers to aim for this. We may have a long 
way to go as, of the 16 oar photographs in the 
Fall 2013 issue of The Ash Breeze, not one is a 
spoon oar. Nobody bats an eyelid to paying over 
$1,000 for an outboard but rowers seem to object 
to paying a fraction of this for a decent spoon 

Efficient Rowing
continued from page 7

Hercules, super fit record holder, 
averaged 5.6 knots (displacement speed) 

around the island.

Diagram illustrating  oar development over 170 years.
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blade oar. Before even starting on this 
quest the rower needs to pay attention 
to the rigging of the rowboat. This will 
include:

Having an adjustable foot stretcher.
Acquiring a decent spoon blade or 

turbo oar, preferably with a D-shaped 
shaft.

Using D-shaped oarlocks to relieve 
some of the stress of gripping the oar (the 
Douglas and Gaco oarlocks.)

Paying careful attention to the height 
of seat and the placing of oarlock sockets.

Acquiring a nice, light, easily driven 
skiff or dory.

So there you go. Why not set yourself 
the goal of turning your boat into 
a refined rowing craft, one step at a 
time, such that it is a delight to stroke 
efficiently down the waterway. You will 
find yourself looking forward to it and 
your health and enjoyment will benefit. 
As Francis Herreshoff has said: “Almost 
nothing will give a person a greater 
feeling of wellbeing than a good long 
row.” 

Left to right: Flat blade, 1955 Spoon blade, and the 
Turbo blade. Could it be that the material used dictates 

the narrow blades on the first two?

Thirty-four-foot replica of a six-oar NZ bay whaler, built by The Living Boat Trust, 
Franklin, Tasmania. Note the different oar lengths for the varying boat widths. It is 
“awkward” to row because the oars are too heavy, the rigging needs attention, and a 

regular crew would help.
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Adirondack Chapter
Mary Brown, 18 Hemlock Lane 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
518-891-2709 
mabrown214@hotmail.com

Bayfront Maritime Center TSCA
Richard Eisenberg, 40 Holland St. 
Erie, PA 16507, 814-456-4077 
rich.eisenberg@bayfrontcenter.org 
www.bayfrontcenter.org

Buffalo Maritime Center
Charles H. Meyer, 5405 East River 
Grand Island, NY 14072 
716-773-2515, chmsails@aol.com

Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding
and Boating Society (CABBS)
Ric Altfather, 14695 Cheerful Lane
Strongsville, OH 44136
440-263-7020, raltfa@yahoo.com

Connecticut River Oar 
and Paddle Club (CROPC)
Jon Persson, P.O. Box 281 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-2534, jonpersson7@gmail.com

Crystal River Boat Builders (CRBB)
Bill Whalen
4539 N Grass Island Ter. 
Hernando, FL 34442
352-344-5482 
wfxw1@embarqmail.com

Delaware River TSCA 
Tom Shephard, 482 Almond Rd. 
Pittsgrove, NJ 08318 
tsshep41556@aol.com 
www.tsca.net/delriver

Down East Chapter
John Silverio, 105 Proctor Rd. 
Lincolnville, ME 04849 
work: 207-763-3885 
home: 207-763-4652 
camp: 207-763-4671 
jsarch@midcoast.com 

Floating the Apple
Adina Taylor,
1225 Park Ave, Ste C10
New York, NY 10128
212-564-5412, floapple@aol.com 

Florida Gulf Coast TSCA
Bob Pitt, 2815 1st Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205, 941-746-0192 
cpitt001@tampabay.rr.com

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum TSCA
Brent Creelman, 315 Front Street 
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-7317, maritime@ncmail.com

John Gardner Chapter
John Symons, Peter Vermilya
U of Connecticut, Avery Point Campus
1084 Shennecossett Road
Groton, CT 06340, 860-535-3623 
pjsymons@live.com, pvermilya@gmail.com

Long Island TSCA
Myron Young, PO Box 635 
Laurel, NY 11948, 631-298-4512

Lost Coast Chapter—Northern CA
Stan Halvorsen, 31051 Gibney Lane
Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
707-964-8342, Krish@mcn.org 
www.tsca.net/LostCoast

Michigan Maritime Museum Chapter
Pete Mathews, Sec’y, PO Box 100
Gobles, MI 49055, 269-628-4396 
canoenut@bciwildblue.com

North Shore TSCA
Richard Koolish, 212 Park Ave. Arlington, 
MA 02476, koolish@dickkoolish.com

Oregon Coots
John Kohnen, PO Box 24341 
Eugene, OR 97402 
541-688-2826, jkohnen@boat-links.com

Palmetto Chapter
John Merritt, 4612 Marlboro Pl. 
North Charleston, SC 29405 
843-345-5126, johnstonmerritt@yahoo.com

Patuxent Small Craft Guild
William Lake, 11740 Asbury Circle, 
Apt. 1301, Solomons, MD 20688
410-394-3382, wlake@comcast.net

Pine Lake Small Craft Association
Sandy Bryson, Sec’y., 333 Whitehills Dr. 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
517-351-5976, sbryson@msu.edu

Puget Sound TSCA
Marty Loken, Secretary
PO Box 216, Nordland, WA 98358
360-301-6737, norseboater22@gmail.com
E-mail forum: tsca-puget@yahoogroups.com

Sacramento TSCA
Todd Bloch, 122 Bemis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131, 415-971-2844 
todd.sb@comcast.net

South Jersey TSCA
George Loos, 53 Beaver Dam Rd.
Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
609-861-0018, georgeowlman@aol.com

Southern California Small Boat 
Messabout Society (Scuzbums)
Annie Holmes, San Diego, CA 
annieholmes@mac.com

St. Augustine Lighthouse Chapter
Brendan Burke, 81 Lighthouse Ave. 
St. Augustine, FL 32080, 904-838-8813 
bburke@staugustinelighthouse.org

Texas Boatcrafters and Messers
Frank Coletta, 26358 Romance Point 
San Antonio, TX 78260 
210-218-9961, coletta_j@msn.com

Thames River Chapter
Russell Smith
12 Wendell Comrie Road
Ledyard, CT 06339
860-536-1113, fruzzy@hotmail.com

TSCA of Wisconsin
James R. Kowall, c/o Door County 
Maritime Museum, 120 N Madison Ave. 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Green Mountain Chapter
William Edwards, 220 Upper Turnpike 
Rd., Norwich, VT 05055
802-649-2923, wedwards@me.com

Western Long Island TSCA
Walter Connolly, 14 Jamaica Walk 
Breezy Point, NY 11697 
718-945-5302, walterc530@mac.com

Cape Cod Chapter
Bill Stirling, 11 Naushon Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-790-0098, sstirling@comcast.net
Bob Lister, 126 Donegal Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-420-1718, boblister98@yahoo.com

Active TSCA Chapters

Chapters Organizing
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assignments under the guidance of Lead Instructor and 
Program Director Pat Mahon. “Our students,” according 
to McIntire, “are taught primarily traditional wooden boat 
building, but also undertake an introductory wood/epoxy 
composite boat in the first year. Knowing both building 
methods gives our students better skills early on and provides 
more opportunity as their training progresses.” 

The second year program (added in 2009), taught by 
Instructor Andy James, focuses on a larger, more complex 
wood/epoxy boatbuilding project, as well as yacht joinery and 
marine systems. 

Great Lakes Boat Building School opens its doors during the 
summer season for variety of popular three-day and six-day 

Great Lakes 
continued from page 3

Below: The Great Lakes Boat Building School.

Right Top: The Great Lakes Boat Building campus viewed from 
across Cedarville Bay, opening onto Lake Huron. The campus 

was built in 2006 and 2007. Photo by Bonnie Mikkelsen.

Right Middle: This Whitehall type boat was built in the late 
1800s in the Cedarville area. The class took the lines from the 
existing boat, lofted, developed, and built the boat of northern 

white cedar lapstrake planking over white oak frames and stem. 

Right Bottom: In the center of the shop floor is the Van 
Dam-designed runabout using wood and epoxy composite 

construction. To the left is the 19-foot Gartside Cutter being 
finished and to the right is a 16-foot Gartside Motor Launch. 

Photo by Narayan Mahon.

workshops. These range from boat building with commercial 
kits to woodworking, metal casting, wood carving, and an 
introduction to the concepts and techniques of traditional 
wooden boat building and lofting.

Detailed information about the full-time career programs 
and the summer programs is on their website www.glbbs.org 
or by calling the school at (906) 484-1081.

Clearwater’s Great Hudson River Revival 
Music, arts, crafts, Working Waterfront with small boat exhibits and rides, artisanal food and farm market, environmental 

education displays and exhibits. Saturday and Sunday, June 21 and 22 at Croton Point Park in Croton-on-Hudson, 
Westchester County, NY. Learn more at www.clearwaterfestival.org
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by Andy Wolfe
TSCA Council Nominations Open

Each and every year, three members of the national council 
rotate out of office, and three new members are elected. 
Terms of office for volunteer board members are three years. 
Leaving office this summer are Kim Apel, Scuzbums Chapter, 
John Kohnen, Oregon Coots Chapter, and David Wyman, 
Downeast Chapter. You can volunteer, so don’t wait… 

Marty Loken, a founding member of the Puget Sound 
Chapter, has volunteered to serve on the TSCA Council. He 
is currently the chapter’s secretary. Marty is also one of the 
organizing members (and webmaster) of the Port Townsend 
Pocket Yachters group, which cross-pollinates as often as 
possible with the Puget Sound TSCA Chapter. 

In his earlier years he served as president of the Pacific 
Northwest Chapter of the Antique & Classic Boat Society, and 
he was also a founding members of The Center for Wooden 
Boats, serving multiple terms on the Board of Directors.

Marty said, “We operated The Wooden Boat Shop retail 
store in Seattle in the 1990s, and have been restoring vintage 
boats for more than 50 years, focusing on customers’ watercraft 
over the past 20+ years. I retired from work on customer 
boats at the end of 2013. In ‘quasi-retirement’ I will focus on 
building and restoring my own small craft, starting with our 
1870-design 14’ Seaford Skiff, which I dragged home years 
ago from Amityville, Long Island, where it was built.”

Locally, in the Port Townsend, Washington area, the Loken’s 
are active supporters of the Northwest Maritime Center, the 
Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding, and the annual 
Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. Marty is also a chief 
organizer of the annual Port Townsend Pocket Yacht Palooza, 
an event that draws more than 75 interesting watercraft 
powered by oar, paddle, and/or sail. 

If any member would like to serve on the TSCA Council. 
Please send your bio to Andy@MarinerMedia.com.

Mighty Sparrow 
1977 Winer Malone 
Bahamian Dinghy 

13.5' (10' on keel), Completely rebuilt 
New frames and planking, Laid Spanish 
Cedar decks, Sunrise Sails main and jib

Trailer included

$7,000 or best offer

Bob Pitt 
941-704-2074 or 

bpitt001@tampabay.rr.com
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The men's and women's race teams.

Noyo Rowing Club
continued from page 11

Check out our Facebook Page, courtesy of Deb Kettner 
and Ann Walker: www.facebook.com/noyorow

For a video of the race: mendocinotv.com/2013/10/01/
the-oars-of-noyo/

The invitation to row with the SF group on the Bay 
and offer reciprocal seats enhances our knowledge and 
feeling of a community of rowers. 

After all, this is a community boat and it is not only 
the rowers of this area who have been so incredibly 
supportive of our efforts. 

We had the delightful company of Betty Barber for 
one of our outings. Betty, 
age 93, got on an oar 
and then while observing 
from the bow, worked the 
movements throughout 
the entire row. 

When Nancy Gillis of 
Ladies of the Lake Rowing 
Club, called to say she 
would be passing through, 
we were very honored that 
she stopped by to join us in 
a row. 

One of our proudest moments was on September 8th, when 
Stan set us off on our own. We tossed oars to the gentleman 
that brought us to that juncture with such generosity of his 
time and knowledge. All with the serious side it deserves as 
well as the humor and fun that comes with doing something 
one truly loves. 

Then came the challenge. There is a men’s group that rows 
the Duer once a week. The gauntlet was thrown down—a race 
between the sexes. Our response: “Bring it.” 

The date was set. We had yet to have the same group of 
women in the boat more than once. Choosing not to worry 
about that, we just set up more row dates. And of course there 
was clothing to discuss. Hey, it matters. It’s right up there with 
“chit-chat.” 

Phil, of mixology fame, designed t-shirts for us that 
incorporate oars in the gender symbol for female, and together 
with turquoise baseball caps we were ready to rock and row. 
We placed the markers with Stan, he being the race director, 
and got to the start. 

The team rowed beautifully and looked fantastic. 
Our smiles at the finish were those of appreciation of what 

we had accomplished to get to this point in such a short time. 
The men took it. By 19 seconds. With gratitude for the 

event that they initiated, we handed them the Noyo Cup. As 
Rudi said, “What a great way to spend a Sunday morning.” 

There will be a re-match. 
During a Champagne celebration at the dock, the Surfman’s 

Creed was read. It was emotional for some and along with a 
bit of history about this type of boat, prompted our thoughts 
of being part of and honoring that history. 

Moving towards the long-range goal, the 
boat passed its safety inspection and 14 
of us took the Coast Guard Ocean Safety 
course. A tour of their ship truly brought 
home the term “ship shape.” Taking the 
course and being on board also helped to 
clarify the magnitude of our endeavor and 
to solidify all of the excellent hands-on 

instruction we’d received in the boat.
We were going out three times a week, sometimes more, 

during the first few months. This winter the boat, having been 
moved to safer docking, is staying in the water and we are out 
two times a week, weather permitting. 

Most of the women in this group had never been on the 
Noyo, never rowed or been in a rowboat and many didn’t 
know each other prior to taking this on. 

The average age in the boat on race day was 59. 
We live in one of the most spectacularly beautiful and 

pristine areas of the country. Truly. To have people say that 
they are appreciating it anew because of this undertaking is 
very rewarding. Learning new skills, challenging ourselves, 
working as a team and supporting each other all while enjoying 
the particularly beautiful outdoors we are surrounded with 
has made this a very wonderful and enriching experience. 

Rowing back to the dock that day in September, Linda 
Dillion told us that Dusty, watching from his deck, got a 
tear in his eye, so happy to see that his dream of a Women’s 
Rowing Club had come to fruition. He had a dream, now we 
have one. 

We’ll let you know how the next race goes.
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This yields an eight-sided cross 
section.

Once the spar is eight-sided, I use a 
plane or a spoke shave to round each of 
the corners to make the spar round. 

Finally, any of the sharp corners left 
by the cutting tools should be sanded 
smooth and then the spar is ready for 
varnish. The spar may not be perfectly 
round but it will be close enough to look 
good and work well. After a few coats of 
varnish, you’ll have a good-looking spar 
for use on your traditional boat. 

are tapered down to 1 inch diameter, 
the cut line is drawn ⁵⁄₁₆th of an inch in 
from the sides. All of the sides should 
be marked with cut lines for their entire 
length to guide the cutting of the spar to 
an eight-sided shape.

Next, cut off the corners along the cut 
lines. This can be done with any of the 
following tools: draw knife, plane, or 
spoke shave. I like to start with a draw 
knife for removing most of the material 
rapidly.

Then, for the finished cut, I use a 
plane or spoke shave, both of which are 
easier to control than a draw knife.

Making Spars
continued from page 8

The John Gardner Workshop is 
returning to Australia Beech at the 
WoodenBoat Show in Mystic Seaport 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 
27–29, 2014. The Workshop runs from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. The TSCA will 
have a booth to acquaint show attendees 

with the organization and demonstrate 
skills that enhance the traditional small 
boat experience. All TSCA members are 
encouraged to bring a boat and join in 
the fun. TSCA participants can again stay 
onboard the Joseph Conrad on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

John Gardner Workshop
June 27–29 at Mystic Seaport

The boats of the Mystic 
Seaport Boat House will also 
be available at no charge for 
show participants to use. We 
are hoping for a continuous 
back drop to the show of 
traditional small craft in 
action on the river.

At 8 a.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday morning there will be 
a cruise in-company leaving 
from Australia Beach rowing 
up river or down river to 
Mason’s Island depending on 
the weather. All workshop 
attendees are invited to cruise 
along. 

To sign up to man the booth 
(2-hour shifts) or demonstrate 
a skill use the registration form 
available from Mystic Seaport 
or contact David Wyman at 
david@dwymanpe.com or call 
207-326-9406. Workshop 
Registration forms are posted 
on TSCA.net.
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260 Dyckman Avenue

South Haven, MI 49090

269.637.8078

800.747.3810

michiganmaritimemuseum.org

A growing collection 
of high quality 

videos and blogs 
that bring you 

inside the world 
of traditional boats. 

Visit the following website 
for a 10% discount 

on membership:
www.OffCenterHarbor.com/TSCA

Geoff Kerr
2211 Route 128, 
Westford, VT 05494
tdbotwks@sover.net
802-849-6579
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C Fox Wood Boats:
Building Custom Wood Boats 
Wooden Boatbuilding School
16320 Red Pine Drive
Kent City, MI 49330
Phone (616)675-3188
www.cfoxwoodboats.com

Chuck Sutherland & Marilyn Vogel
2210 Finland Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054
seashell@entermail.net
www.canusail.org

drathmarine
http://drathmarine.com

1557 Cattle Point Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Mole got it right...

• Designs for power, sail, oars, and electric drive

• Custom designs for amateur or professional builders

• Kits and bare hulls available for COQUINA and BEACH PEA

D. N. Hylan & Associates
53 Benjamin River Drive

Brooklin, ME 04616 
207-359-9807

web site: www.dhylanboats.com        email: doug@dhylanboats.com      
IT ’S A GOOD TIME TO DO IT YOURSELF...WE CAN HELP

SIRI
18’ canoe yawl 

for glued lapstrake,

traditional, or cold

molded construction

GACO oarlock snaps onto the oar 
for semi-permanent capture. Made 
from hardened 316 stainless and UV 
proof polypropylene. Kind to oars, its 
carefully angled shape cuts out friction 
and wear. Cost: $35 for two oarlocks, 
two sockets and sleeves from Jamestown 
Distributors.

Geoff Kerr
2211 Route 128, 
Westford, VT 05494
tdbotwks@sover.net
802-849-6579
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The Design Works
9101 Eton Road, Silver Spring MD 20901

301-589-9391
www.messingabout.com 

Specializing in
Small-Craft Sails

www.dabblersails.com
dab@crosslink.net
Ph/fax 804-580-8723
PO Box 235, Wicomico Church, VA 22579

Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop.

Duck Soup Inn
50 Duck Soup Lane

Friday Harbor, WA 98250
360-378-4878

Fine Dining for Sailors
Les Gunther
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Thad Danielson Boats
Thad Danielson, builder, designer, consultant

42 French Rd
Cummington, MA 01026

thaddanielson@comcast.net
413-634-5339

www.thandanielsonboats.com
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Monthly we arrive in your mail with interesting 
articles from our readers about dreaming of, designing, 
building or restoring, sailing, rowing, paddling and 
adventuring in small boats. Plus readers’ letters, 
Bolger on Design, featured columnists, advertising 
from boatbuilders, restorers, and suppliers of plans 
and material for small boating, and free subscriber 
classified ads.

60 Pages — 12 Issues/Year
$8 Trial Subscription (3 Issues)
$32 Subscription (12 Issues)

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE COPY
Messing About in Boats
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984
www.messingaboutinboats.com

Bob Hicks, Editor & Publisher

“Traditional Methods and 
Materials”
WOODWARD BOATSHOP
Guideboat Building & Restorations
Accessories, Hardware & Supplies
CHRISTOPHER WOODWARD
www.guideboats.com
518.891.3961, 3 Hanmer Avenue
(intersection of Lake St. and Rte3)
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

Wooden Boat Building
and Repair

615 MOYERS LANE
EASTON, PA 18042

ROB BARKER

ALBERT’S WOODEN BOATS INC.
• Double ended lapstrake
• Marine ply potted in Epoxy
• Rowboats – 15’ & fast 17’
• Electric Launches – 15’ & 18’
A. Eatock, 211 Bonnell Rd.
Bracebridge, ONT. CANADA P1L 1W9
705-645-7494 alsboats@sympatico.ca
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TSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM – Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
   New Membership  Membership Renewal/Upgrade    Change of Address
    Individual/Family: $20 annually  Sponsor: $50 annually   Sponsor with ad: $60 annually
   Corporate Sponsor with ad: see below  Patron: $100 annually  
   Canada or Mexico: Airmail, $25 annually  Other Foreign: Airmail, $30 annually

Enclosed is my check for $  _______________________ made payable to TSCA. 
Chapter member?           Yes           No     Which Chapter? ____________________________________________________________________________
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City  ___________________________________ State/Prov. __________ Zip/Postal Code  ______________ Country ___________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Photocopy and mail to: Secretary, Traditional Small Craft Association, Inc., PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or go online to tsca.net/member_join.html
Note: Individual and Family Memberships qualify for one vote and one copy of each TSCA mailing. 
Family Memberships qualify all members of the immediate family to participate in all other TSCA activities. 

The Ash Breeze
Summer 2014, Volume 35 Number 2

Editorial Deadline: May 1, 2014
Articles: The Ash Breeze is a member-
supported publication; members are 
welcome to contribute. We strongly 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  m a t e r i a l 
electronically. Send text in an e-mail 
message, or as an MS Word attachment. 
Send photos as e-mail attachments, in TIFF 
or JPG formats, as large and/or as high-
resolution as possible. Please give captions 
naming people, places, and to whom photo 
credit should be given. You may also submit 
photographic prints, clean line drawings or 
typewritten material by U.S. Mail. Please 
contact us IN ADVANCE if you must submit 
handwritten text, or material in another 
word processing or image format. 

E-mail to: mikewick55@yahoo.com or 
andy@marinermedia.com.
The editors reserve the right to refuse publication of any 

material deemed not to be in the best interest of the TSCA.

Advertising Rates: For insertion into four 
consecutive issues of The Ash Breeze —

Sponsor, with 1/8 page ad  ................$60
Corporate Sponsor: 1/4 page  .......... $125
Corporate Sponsor: 1/2 page  ..........$250
Corporate Sponsor: full page .........$350
Full Color Ads: 
1/4 and 1/8 page, add $50
1/2 and full page, add $100

Members’ Exchange:
Text only: 50 words or less, free to 
members. $10 additional, per photo.

Back Issues: Original/duplicated at $4 
each, plus postage.

Volume  Year Issue 
Newsletter ...... 1975–1977 ......... 1,2,3,4
1 ....................... 1978 ................... 1,2,3,4
2 ....................... 1979 ................... 1
3 ....................... 1979–1981 ......... 1–9
4–5 ................... 1982–1983 ......... 1,2,3,4
6 ....................... 1984 ................... 1,2,4
7–19 .................. 1985–1997 ......... 1,2,3,4
20 ..................... 1998–1999 ......... 1,2,3
21 ..................... 1999–2000 ......... 1,2,3,4
22 ..................... 2001 ................... 1,2,3
23 ..................... 2002 ................... 1,2,3
24–31 ............... 2003–2010 ......... 1,2,3,4
32 ..................... 2011 ................... 1,2,3

Contact Flat Hammock Press for
back-issue ordering details:
Flat Hammock Press
5 Church Street, Mystic, CT 06355
860-572-2722
steve@flathammockpress.com

TSCA Wares
Caps: Pre-washed 100% cotton, slate 

blue, TSCA logo in yellow and white. 
Adjustable leather strap and snap/
buckle. $20. ($18 to members at TSCA 
meets.)

T-shirts: 100% cotton, light gray with 
TSCA logo. $15.00 postpaid for sizes M, 
L, and XL; $16.00 for XXL.

Patches: 3 inches in diameter 
featuring our logo with a white sail and 
a golden spar and oar on a light-blue 
background. Black lettering and a dark-
blue border. $3.00 Please send a SASE 
with your order.

Decals: Mylar-surfaced weatherproof 
decals similar to the patches except the 
border is black. Self-sticking back. $1. 
Please send a SASE with your order.

Burgees: 12” x 18” pennant: royal 
blue field and sewn TSCA logo in white 
and gold. Finest construction. $25 
postpaid.

Visit: www.tsca.net/wares.html 
for ordering information. 

Time to renew?
Help us save time and postage by updating your membership before 
we send you a renewal request. Cut out or photocopy the membership 
form at the top of this page, complete it and return it with your renewal 
payment to the Secretary, PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or, you may 
send the address portion of the back cover with your payment. 



The Traditional
Small Craft
Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 350
Mystic CT 06355 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Apr 26-27  WCAX Made in Vermont   
 Weekend
 Sugarbush Resort
 Warren, VT 

Jun 13-15  Saratoga Balloon & Craft Festival
 Greenfield Center, NY
 balloonandcraft.com

6821 Rte 7 S.
N. Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
Shop Phone:802-425-3926
guideboat@together.net 
Visit our website:
www.adirondackguideboat.com
Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/guideboat1

Upcoming Shows

Order online for summer delivery

Join our new “Traditional Small Craft Association” Facebook group!


