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The brilliantly hued leaves of another spectacular Downeast Maine autumn 
will be raked and composted by the time you’re reading this column. Blue 
Hill Bay’s fabulous fleet of classic pleasure and rustic lobster boats will be 
hauled and stored, mooring balls morphed into winter sticks. While our 
boating season has come to an end, those of you down south will be just 
coming into your own, so enjoy. 

The season once again flew by too quickly, the summer punctuated by 
attending several boats shows, TSCA events, and lots of just getting out 
on the water. The Small Reach Regatta had a record number of boats (64) 
participate, and we are enthusiastically planning for the next one. You have 
plenty of time to plan a trip to join the fleet, the 14th SRR will be held on 
July 24–27, 2019. Registration will open in January. Visit Downeasttsca.org/
SRR.html for more info. 

I am proud of our TSCA members as they made the 1st Annual Maine 
Small Craft Celebration a success. As you can imagine, planning an inaugural 
event was a challenge. Getting small boat folks to organize is a bit like the 
proverbial herding of cats, add to that having the event at a new marina still 
under construction. There was a lot of anxiety. But the TSCA came through, 
brought boats, gave lectures, demonstrations, and basically did what we do 
best, messed about in small boats. Our visitors, participants, and exhibitors 
were all very pleased, and this will now be an annual fall event. Put September 
21–22, 2019, on your calendar, and check out SmallCraftCelebration.com 
for details. You can read about the MSCC in an article by Rosemary Wyman 
in this issue.

I’ve brought up the youth initiative topic before, and it has been a focus 
item during my stint as president. If you’ve attended virtually any TSCA 
event, you can’t help but notice that we are heavily weighted towards the 
upper end of the geriatric curve. This doesn’t bode well for the future of our 
organization or that of traditional boats. If you don’t mess about in small 
boats when you’re young, you’re not likely to do it later in life. 

During our recent Downeast annual meeting we discussed it, and the 
feeling of our group is that while there are many youth boat building and 
racing programs, there aren't many ways for getting them back on the water 
when those programs end. Perhaps the TSCA could help fill that niche.

I’ve asked our National Council to brainstorm this to see if we can 
collectively come up with some ideas, programs, or guidelines that can help 
get the youngsters away from their little screens and on to the water. One 
solution is to encourage youth-oriented TSCA chapters like the Brooklin 
Skiff Club, which was formed earlier this year. (See the BSC article in this 
issue.) BSC is requiring their kids to become National members so we know 
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With a log book that includes five completed solo 
circumnavigations and another in progress, solo-sailor Webb 
Chiles has been freeing himself of the land while living on 
the edge of the human experience for most of his lifetime. 
He often uses these words to frame his experiences during 
his presentations, including his keynote address at the Mid-
Atlantic Small Craft Festival XXXV, held Oct. 5–7, 2018, at 
the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum in St. Michaels, MD.

Chiles arrived aboard Gannet just before Hurricane Michael 
hit land and posted this on his blog as he entered the Little 
Choptank River en route back to Hilton Head, “Accompanied 
by NZ freeze dry roast chicken and mashed potatoes, one of 
my favorite freeze dried meals, two gin and tonics—mine 
and Michael’s—Yo-Yo Ma’s third and allegedly last recording 
of the Bach Cello Suites and now Sona Jobarteh’s album, 
FASIYA. I am now going to take Michael’s drink and stand in 
the companionway and watch the dying of the light.”

Gannet, a Moore 24 ultra-light displacement boat, is the 
only boat that Chiles says has given him the feeling of land 
moving when stepping off after a long sail—something that 

happened upon arriving at CBMM because the motion is so 
quick on her. “You can be doing 6–7 knots and catch a wave or 
a little bit of wind, and all of the sudden you’re catching 10,” 
he says. “It took me nine days to get here from Hilton Head. 
When I did 6,000 miles from Darwin to Durban, which was 
almost two months, I think I felt it then also, especially with 
the gale at the end. You get in the shower, close your eyes, and 
everything spins.”

Long-time MASCF participant and writer/photographer 
Steve Early from Chesapeake, VA, had encouraged Webb to 
attend MASCF over several years, and Chiles saw the 35th 
anniversary of the festival as the perfect time to attend, 
especially with his solo sailing schedule. Chiles likes small 
boats and small boat sailors, but by nature enjoys his alone 
time with the water. 

“I’ve been writing for 60 years, sailing for 50 years, published 
for more than 40 years,” said Chiles at the beginning of his 
keynote at CBMM. “Of all those words, I am confident that 
10 will outlive me: A sailor is an artist whose medium is 

by Tracey Johns, Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, special to The Ash Breeze magazine

Five Times Around—
An Artist Living on the Edge,  

Free of the Land

Top: Webb Chiles aboard Chidiock Tichborne in the lagoon at Papeete, Tahiti, in January 1979, which was three months and 
one stop after Chiles left San Diego on his open boat voyage.

continued on page 8 and 9
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How to Paddle a Coracle
by Walter R. Peebles

Perhaps the easiest way to start is to place the coracle bow 
(the wider and/or flatter end) towards shore into about 
three or four inches of water with a gently sloping bottom, 
preferably sandy. Step into the center of the area in front of 
the seat, pressing the bow down onto the sand. Now you've 
got enough stability to get in, turn around, and sit down on 
the seat. Move your feet into the front corners while keeping 
the coracle in contact with the bottom. 

Now lean back slowly to raise the bow off the sand and push 
off gently. When you are fully afloat, try putting a little more 
pressure on one foot or the other to see what the boat will 
do. This can be pretty fun, so make sure you have a change 
of clothes along. Basically, you are trimming the boat by the 
balance of pressure of your seat on the coracle's seat and your 
feet on the front corners of the thing's floor. 

Of course, you can try the whole operation off a steep bank 
or a dock, and more power to you if you do—you are a braver 
soul than I. If you try it this way, gently put that first foot 
in, then keep low and get in and turn around quickly and 
carefully!

The basic stroke is a figure-eight sculling stroke off the bow, 
pulling the coracle towards the paddle. Insert the blade to the 
left and bring it towards the right with its leading (right hand) 
edge angled away from the boat by ten to twenty degrees or 
so. After a foot or two of stroke, twist the paddle so that the 
left-hand edge is angled away from the coracle and move the 
paddle towards the left. Keep it up, and you'll find the boat 
starts to move forward. You don't have to do this very fast. If 
you get the angle too steep, you'll be going around in circles 
in no time at all. 
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You can use either hand on the top of the paddle, whatever 
feels comfortable to you. To perform the stroke, you could 
keep the top hand steady and move the bottom hand in the 
direction you want the paddle to go or hold the bottom hand 
steady and move the top hand in the opposite direction, 
but it is more efficient to move both hands simultaneously. 
You'll get plenty of motion of the paddle with relatively small 
movements of your hands. 

Experiment a bit with the angle of attack and keep the 
paddle fairly upright with the blade mostly submerged to get 
the most power for the effort you exert. If you wish to pause 
in your stroke, knife the paddle out of the water before the 
coracle runs over it, or it may pitch you out over the bow! If 
you do fall out, don't waste energy trying to get back in. Tow 
the thing to shallow water and try again (and be thankful that 
you remembered to wear your PFD!). 

Once you get the two-handed figure-eight stroke down, try 
cradling the paddle in the crook of your arm with your hand 
around the shaft, fingers down, just above the blade with the 
shaft resting on the front of your upper arm. You'll still be 
paddling off the front of the coracle, but more towards the 
corner on the side you are holding the paddle.

Another stroke you can try is the “C” stroke. Hold the 
paddle with your left hand on top and right hand below. 
Put the paddle in the water a couple feet ahead of the right 
front corner and angle the blade as if you were about to start 

the figure eight stroke to the left. Pull it towards you and to 
the left. As the boat begins to yaw to the right, reverse the 
paddle angle and bring it back towards the right front corner 
enough to stabilize the yaw, knifing it out of the water and 
back towards the point of beginning. The tip of the paddle 
travels in a long oval from upper right to lower left as seen 
from above. If you put the paddle fairly deep in the water, you 
can get a fair amount of power out of this stroke, which can 
be very useful battling current or wind.

A serious word of caution: coracles are not very effective 
against wind or current. On a lake, you may not be able to 
fight a wind blowing you “out to sea.” Also exercise caution 
if you are carrying your coracle on your back, as it can easily 
be caught by a gust of wind. Another factor to be aware of 
is that your travel speed will be pretty minimal by canoe or 
kayak standards. Don't plan on traveling much faster than 
you might in an inner tube at first, so pay close attention to 
the speed of the current when planning a river trip.

That being said, coracles are almost entirely immune to the 
tendency of canoes and kayaks to be caught by the current 
and swung broadside. You can point a coracle in pretty much 
any direction and hold it there for as long as you like. For this 
reason, they are an excellent choice for “riverkeeping,” bird 
watching, fishing, or simply enjoying a quiet afternoon on 
the river.
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The intended audience for this series of articles on building 
the Haven is the intermediate wooden boat builder. With that 
in mind, let us review the critical components that need to be 
understood before we start cutting wood. 

The first thing you need to do is purchase a set of plans 
from the Wooden Boat Store. I strongly suggest that you 
also purchase the book, How to Build the Haven 12 ½ Footer 
with instructions by Maynard Bray. There are other books at 
the Store about other Hereshoff boats. They all have helpful 
information about wooden boat building the Hereshoff way 
and are helpful for this purpose.

Having a source for the various wood species that you will 
need is paramount. Don’t assume that White Oak, Spruce, 
Douglas fir, White Cedar, Mahogany, marine plywood and 
Pine are readily available in the sizes and quantities you 
will need. The big box stores will be fine for the mold and 
strongback materials, but it ends there. You will need to 
have at least two lumberyards that carry a variety of rough 
cut lumber species. Having a sawmill or two on hand is 
also a good idea. Unfortunately, the woods we need for 
wooden boat building are getting scarce, depending on 
where you live. I live on the coast in South Carolina and 
have had a bugger of a time finding suitable lumber. Make 
sure you have sources of wood before you get too far into 
the project. The hardest for me to find was Green White 
Oak. You will need it for steam bending the frames. When 
you estimate your wood requirements, plan to buy at least 
30% more that you calculated. Also remember that rough 
cut lumber is normally sold by the board foot in ¼ inch 
increments for thickness and the width is random. There is 

by David A. Fitch

significant loss in planing to desired thickness and squaring 
the edges. 

Marine material suppliers are out there. You probably do 
not have one in your hometown, but there are several online 
suppliers. You may already be working with one. Create a 
materials list of wood, fastenings, solvents/epoxy, tools and 
equipment, rigging fixtures, sails, trailer, and don’t forget 
the lead ballast. You can estimate your costs by using one of 
the online sources. For the ballast, you will have to decide 
whether to pour your own or purchase. I decided to purchase. 
My original cost budget for the project was around $17,000. 
I will probably go over that amount. 

Time is also a significant factor. If you are retired like me, 
then the time element is somewhat mitigated. If you want 
to end up with a quality boat and are working a full-time 
job, you might want to plan on four to five years. My plan 
is one to two years. You can shorten the time somewhat with 
additional help but not by much. A person working alone can 
finish the boat with occasional help with some of the heavy 
lifting. 

Space requirement is another consideration. I am building 
my Haven in one bay of a two-car garage. Ideally one should 
have a minimum space of 12’ x 26’ just for the boat and 
another space of equal size for tools and machinery. I am also 
using one carport for wood storage and planning. The space 
you have can also affect the time it will take to build the boat. 
A friend of mine in Harrisburg, PA, has been building his 
Haven out of doors. He has been severely limited by winter 
weather. He currently built a cover over his work area so he 
will be able to spend more months of the year on the project. 

Mold 2

Building the Haven 12 ½: Initial Planning

Mold 1
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Right Top: Mold 3
Right Bottom: Strongback

So, if you’ve gone through all of this and still want to build 
a Haven 12 ½, let’s get started.

You are going to need a flat and level work surface from 
which to set your molds and build the strongback. Since I 
am building on a garage floor, my surface is flat but not level. 
The floor declines toward the overhead door. I had to allow 
for this when building my strongback. Further, I am 72 years 
young and long ago quit working from the floor. Accordingly, 
I built my strongback so that it is elevated 16” from the floor 
(on average since I had to allow for the slope).

The first task at hand is to build the molds. Before you do 
that, however, I strongly suggest that you take your template 
sheets to a place where you can have copies made. Use the 
copies for the mold building and store the originals. The 
materials for the strongback and molds can be purchased form 
the big box store if that is more convenient for you. I used pine 
1”x10”x 10’ and pine 1”x4”x 8’. Try to get them as straight as 
possible, but the knots are not too much of a concern.

For building the molds, it is best to have a flat surface to 
work on. The old timers and probably most of the pros today 
work off a wooden planked floor. Remember, I don’t work off 
floors any more so I have a 4’ x 12’ work table (it also serves as 
an out feed for the table saw). 

Working with the template sheets is a little tricky with some 
of the molds. In most cases, the mold drawings continue to 
the centerline. For some, they stop short of the centerline. 
This caused me some delay. Frankly, I would have preferred 
to use a lofting technique as opposed to the templates. The 
template drawings are printed on paper. Paper can expand 
and contract with humidity. Also, the sheets have been copied 
countless times by numerous printers, allowing for additional 
variances. I would have preferred to have an offset table for 
the molds. However, it is what it is. The instruction book can 
be very helpful in the mold building process. 

In the next article, I will discuss setting the molds, cutting 
out the stem, transom, and centerboard trunk. 
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the wind. They have been used on T-shirts, greeting cards, 
paintings, photographs, countless websites that collect sayings 
of the sea, even an ad for women’s shoes. I don’t quite get 
that. Perhaps in future years, someone will come across those 
words and wonder who Webb Chiles was and find more of my 
words. I hope so.” 

For the audience at MASCF, few will ever forget Chiles’ 
words, or his presence, as he shared stories of the challenges 
and rewards of solo-circumnavigating the world in small craft.

Although preferring to lead a quiet life, Chiles enjoys 
speaking in public and says it has helped him develop a 
hypersensitivity to other people. He particularly enjoys the 
interaction of a good Q&A session during public talks. 

On his blog and website, inthepresentsea.com, Chiles 
provides this introduction of himself, “Webb Chiles is a writer 
and a sailor, an artist of words and wind. Married six times, 
he lived with passion on land as well as water and at one time 
liked to believe himself an artist of women, too, but this may 
have been a delusion. As a writer: seven books and hundreds 
of articles published. As a sailor: five circumnavigations 
and several world records; and long ago he became the first 
American to sail alone around Cape Horn. He wanted to live 
an epic life. Perhaps he did. Spend some time and decide for 
yourself.”

Reading, listening to music, or experiencing a cocktail 
after five, he doesn’t experience loneliness or isolation by and 
large. “Carol and I have been married for 24 years, and that 
is one of the good fortunes of my life. She is an intelligent, 
independent, lovely woman. One of the reasons we get along 
is that we let each other be each other. I certainly miss Carol 
when I’m gone, but I’m looking forward to seeing her each 
time we re-unite.”

Living inside his head, he says, has helped him survive some 
of the most treacherous moments at sea.

“One way to survive is knowing there’s no prospect that 
anyone is going to come and help you,” Chiles said of his 
solo sailing experiences. “As I wrote about in Storm Passage, 
you’re out there in the ocean and in a huge storm, and it feels 
personal, like the universe is aimed right at you. Well, it isn’t 
so. For me, it’s better to avoid what is known as the pathetic 
fallacy—the cruel sea and putting human attributes on it. 
For me, survival is two-part. One, I don’t expect anyone to 
come and help me. And two, I also know that the ocean is 
insentient. It has no feelings, and it is not directed at me, 
so you stay realistic. There’s no self-pity, there’s no ‘why me,’ 
because the answer is quite simple, ‘I put myself out there.’”

Chiles says his experiences as an only child prepared him for 
a solo life at sea that doesn’t include loneliness or feelings of 

Web Chiles
continued from page 3

continued on page 18

Above: Shipwrights at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum  
work out some electric issues aboard Gannet while Chiles was in 
St. Michaels, MD.
P. 8 Right Top: Chiles spoke to a sold-out crowd about his 
solo circumnavigation experiences at the recent Mid-Atlantic 
Small Craft Festival in St. Michaels, MD. Although preferring 
to lead a quiet life, Chiles enjoys speaking in public, and says 
it has helped him develop a hypersensitivity to other people. He 
particularly enjoys the interaction of a good Q&A session during 
public talks.
P. 8 Right Bottom Left: Gannet dockside at CBMM shows the 
solar panels he relies on while solo sailing. Chiles says Gannet 
is the only boat that has given him the feeling of land moving 
when stepping off after a long sail, something that happened 
upon arriving at CBMM, because the motion is so quick on her.
P. 8 Right Middle Right: Light winds welcomed Webb 
Chiles to St. Michaels, as he arrived from Hilton Head to the 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum’s Mid-Atlantic Small Craft 
Festival aboard Gannet, a Moore 24 ultra-light displacement 
boat. He says he only uses his electric motor to navigate harbors
P. 8 Right Bottom Right: Solo circumnavigator Webb Chiles 
has been freeing himself of the land while living on the edge 
of the human experience for most of his lifetime. He often uses 
these words to frame his experiences during his presentations, 
including his keynote address at the Mid-Atlantic Small Craft 
Festival XXXV, held Oct. 5–7, 2018, at the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum in St. Michaels, MD. More about the 
annual festival is at cbmm.org/mascf. Photo Credit: Steve Early
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John Gardner Grant 
In 1999, TSCA created the John 

Gardner Grant program to support 
projects for which sufficient funding 
would otherwise be unavailable. Eligible 
projects are those which research, 
document, preserve, and replicate 
traditional small craft, associated skills 
(including their construction and 
uses) and the skills of those who built 
and used them. Youth involvement is 
encouraged. 

Proposals for projects ranging 
from $200 to $2000 are invited for 
consideration. Grants are awarded 
competitively and reviewed annually 
by the John Gardner Memorial Fund 
Committee of TSCA, typically in May. 

“To preserve, continue, and expand the 
achievements, vision and goals of John 
Gardner by enriching and disseminating 
our traditional small craft heritage.” 

The source of funding is the John 
Gardner Memorial Endowment Fund. 
Funding availability is determined 
annually. 

Eligible applicants include anyone 
who can demonstrate serious interest 
in, and knowledge of, traditional small 
craft. Affiliation with a museum or 
academic organization is not required. 
Projects must have tangible, enduring 
results that are published, exhibited, 
or otherwise made available to the 
interested public. Projects must be 
reported in The Ash Breeze. 

Program details, applications, and 
additional information: 

tsca.net/john-gardner-fund/
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continued on page 19

Michigan Messabout at Lake Lansing

by George Alheid

On a beautiful, clear September 22, we enjoyed a combined 
messabout for the Pine Lake and Michigan Maritime Museum 
(MMM) chapters of the TSCA. As in past years, this was 
hosted by the Lansing Sailing Club (LSC) on Lake Lansing 
in Haslett, Michigan. The messabout was well attended with 
approximately 40 people, including TSCA members, families, 
and friends. A dozen or so boats provided ample opportunity 
for paddling and rowing a variety of small craft. Sailing was 
also on the agenda, and LSC club boats, including an Optimist 
and a Wayfarer, which were also launched for the occasion. 

Among TSCA boats at the messabout, particularly 
noteworthy were a Chaisson Dory recently completed by 
Michigan Maritime Museum members and a traditional 
Venetian “Sandolo da S’ciopo” built in 2003 by Bruce Miller, 
a long-term friend of the Pine Lake chapter. There were many 

other well-made and attractive boats at the get-together, but 
few glowed with the romance of the S’ciopo. 

The S’ciopo provided several challenges. This boat is 
traditionally rowed or sculled in a standing position using the 
beautifully hand-carved forcolas as fulcrums for the long oar. 
However, advancing age has suggested to Bruce that stand-up 
rowing might be best left to younger oarsmen. Nonetheless, 
with a little help from friends, he and his wife Maureen (the 
boat’s namesake) graciously demonstrated the proper rowing 
position for other messabout attendees who might be willing 
to prove themselves at this arcane skill. This means of rowing is 
not at all intuitive, and consequently, ongoing entertainment 
was provided throughout the day, both for those attempting 
to row the S’ciopo in a straight line and for those enjoying the 
spectacle of various would-be Venetian oarsmen climbing this 
steep learning curve.

The Chaisson Dory started as a class project at the Brooklin, 
Maine Wooden Boat School and was subsequently acquired 
by the MMM chapter. It was completed over the course of the 
past two years by the chapter members who were particularly 
gratified to finally get this boat on the water and experience its 
friendly manners under way.

One of the regulars at Lake Lansing messabouts is the Pine 
Lake Chapter TSCA member Walt Peebles, along with his 
collection of coracles and sundry other small craft. Although 
less daunting than trying to row Venetian style, the front 
paddle sweep necessary to power his coracles is also awkward at 
first attempt. It is, on the other hand, especially fun paddling 
in circles around the nearby beaches while trying to appear 
graceful and gratified when eventually reaching unintended 
goals. Even better, one’s efforts are accompanied by the general 
merriment heard from those watching and commenting safely 
from the shore.

Top: Chaisson Dory (front) and Sandolo da S’ciopo ready to go.
Below: Walt Peebles and his son Carl readying rowboat,  
currach, coracles, while Ron and Johanna Piper look on.
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Brooklin Skiff Club
by Bill Mayher, Founder offcenterharbor.com

When we launched the classic maritime video website, 
offcenterharbor.com, one of our primary goals was to inspire 
families and communities to give young people the skills and 
the enthusiasm to get them out on the water in good boats. 
We worried that the boating crowd was getting ever older. 
We feared that unless we recruited a new generation, skills 
would be lost, the boats we love would go uncared for and 
ultimately disappear, and that the edge of the sea would be less 
about launching out on maritime adventures and more about 
hanging around on beach towels.

From our earliest days, we made videos about kids learning 
to row and sail. We also made several films featuring young 
boatbuilders. 

Then we came up with an intriguing idea. Why not design a 
proper skiff and show local Brooklin kids how to build it? So 
we recruited Havilah Hawkins, a legendary schooner captain 
and boatbuilder, to come up with an appropriate design. 
When Havilah brought us his ideas, fellow OCH founder 
Mayard Bray drew a set of formal plans, and together we 
came up with a how-to-build series that communities can use 
if they want to launch their own “skiff club.”

Last summer, local Brooklin kids aged 7–13 built the first 
skiff, named it Neptune, and launched it from the beach before 
a crowd of enthusiastic supporters. Following the launch, kids 
spent the rest of the summer rowing local boats, voyaging to 

nearby islands, and as the summer drew to a close, enjoying 
an overnight camping trip. The skiff proved not only to be a 
perfect first time build with kids but a perfect boat to get kids 
out on the water for the first time on their own. The Brooklin 
School has offered a boatbuilding program for 7th and 8th 

graders for the last eighteen years. On Wednesday afternoons, 
the students drive to the Wooden Boat School campus and 
huddle around the wood stove while building a traditional 
wooden boat. The program has built many canoes, kayaks, 
and stand up paddle boards. Last winter, under the direction 
of Eric Blake, seventh and eighth graders at the Brooklin 
School built a second skiff. 
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In memory of  
Michael K. Davis

Executive Director
died Nov. 3, 2008  

Floating The Apple, an active TSCA Chapter 
since 1994. With boats we build we promote 
universal access onto the public waterways, as 
a 501(c)(3) corp. floatingtheapple@gmail.com

We have big plans for the Brooklin Skiff Club. One of 
the most exciting developments is that the club has recently 
become a chapter of the TSCA. We hope members of other 
chapters who want to engage young people with the wonders 
of boating will follow our lead, build a skiff or two of their 
own, and get local children out on the water learning to row 
and sail, and in so doing, learn essential skills that will very 
likely enrich their lives for a lifetime. We hope we have created 
a model that people might want to emulate, and we will be 
happy to share the details of our program.

So if you’re interested, simply go to the offcenterharbor.com 
website to find the plans and complete How to Build the Off 
Center Skiff video series and start thinking about how to start 
a skiff club of your own.

Time is short, so let’s not let this generation of kids lose the 
chance to pull their noses out of their iPhones and sniff the 
wonders of the salty breeze.

Eric Blake sent The Ash Breeze an email saying: “This past 
summer our club was opened to the public for the first time, 
and we had gatherings twice a week, Wednesday evenings and 
Saturday mornings. As the summer went, attendance became 
spotty, and I soon realized that two meetings a week for the 
whole summer was simply too much for kids to schedule with 
other commitments. Because of this, we are taking what we 
learned this summer and making adjustments for next. There 
are a total of 11 kids that will be joining.”
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• Traditional Small Craft Association 
• Portland Yacht Services 
• Marine Learning Center 
• Swan Lake Tool Barn 
TSCA provided a number of speakers, including Tom 

Jackson, Eric Stockinger, Zip Kellogg, and Clint Chase who 
gave talks on such topics as Ropes and Rigging and Compass 
Skiff Construction and provided a presentation on Sail and 
Oar Adventuring in Europe. Maine Coastal News did a lively 
business in books and magazines about all things nautical. 
Swan Lake Tool Barn had their mobile store set up outside, 
enticing do-it-yourself sailors and boatbuilders. 

On these two glorious, sunny autumn days, more than 300 
visitors explored boats both in and out of the water, chatted 
with vendors, attended talks and video presentations, and 
ate fresh lobster rolls and whoopie pies from Cap’n Bill’s or 
partook of intriguing gastronomical offerings such as “deep-
fried peanut butter and jelly sandwiches” from PB&ME. 

There was even a play area, a “small ocean” for tiny seafarers 
to enjoy! Saturday morning featured rowing races in various 
sized shells by Waynflete. Sunday morning TSCA members 
rowed up the Fore Rive to head-of-tide. Sunday afternoon, 
spectators along the 2,500' seawall had an excellent view of a 
lively high school regatta competition in 420 racing dinghies 

hosted by Sail Maine. In addition, the 90' 
schooner Harvey Gamage was open for tours and 
provided overnight accommodations for event 
participants. 

Based on the success of this year’s celebration, 
Sharing the Joy of Small Boats will be an annual 
event. Be sure to mark your calendar for the 2nd 
annual Maine Small Craft Celebration. It will 
be held once again over the autumnal equinox, 
September 21–22, 2019, at Portland Yacht 
Services. Come join the celebration!

Planes, trains and…BOATS! 
So many boats!

by Rosemary Wyman (story and photos)

Small boats, from rowing shells to “Sail Maine” 420 racing 
dinghies plus a large contingent of traditional boats brought by 
Traditional Small Craft Association members, were available 
for viewing, rowing, and sailing September 22 and 23 at the 
First Annual Maine Small Craft Celebration. The event was 
the brainchild of Phineas Sprague, Jr. and was sponsored by 
Sprague’s Portland Yacht Services (PYS) in conjunction with 
the Downeast chapter of TSCA. It took place at PYS’s new 
facility on the Fore River in Portland, a lively and fascinating 
venue for the celebration.

PYS’s shipyard, located in Portland’s busy commercial 
and industrial waterfront, is not the typical bucolic setting 
generally chosen for TSCA small boat events. Airplanes en 
route to and from Portland’s airport fly low overhead. Freight 
trains rumble over a nearby bridge. Large commercial vessels 
steamed by as the Coast Guard tug Tackle, along with PYS’s 
launches, patrolled the area to insure the safety of participants 
on the water. 

There were, however, numerous advantages to this unusual 
venue. PYS’s facilities offered several hundred feet of dock 
space along the Fore River, an outstanding launch ramp, and 
ample parking for trucks, boat trailers, and visitors while 
the main service building provided an indoor location with 
protected space for vendors, including:

• Landing School 
• Estabrook Yacht Design 
• Newfound Woodworks 
• Maine Maritime Museum 
• Maine Coastal News 
• Hamilton Marine 
• Maine Island Trail Association 
• Compass Project 
• Salt Water Workshop 
• Wilson Museum
• Station Maine 
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It’s a Monday morning, and I’m shuffling through some 
articles, trying to stay focused, answering some emails, editing 
a feature story for WoodenBoat, and then into my inbox comes 
a whopper of a piece from Christopher Cunningham for Small 
Boats Monthly. I put everything else aside, even though people 
are waiting for my changes on the other stuff. This is what I 
really come to work for.

In this hefty, well written, 5,200-word piece for our October 
issue, he’s telling the second half of how he got started in boats. 
The first part was published in September as our narrative 
feature, and he left us hanging. He had been towed by a 72’ 
ketch called Rainbow through a dangerous leg of the trip, and 
it was time for them to part ways. He was solo once again.

“With Rainbow gone and the stars masked by a black veil of 
clouds, the emptiness of the darkness and silence surrounded 
me,” Chris writes. “I looked over the side of the boat hoping 
to see the bright constellations of bioluminescence, but the 
water was invisibly dark. I aimed my flashlight over the side, 
and its beam fell upon countless large, yellow polka dots. The 
boat was surrounded by jellyfish that looked like yolks and 
whites spilled from eggs as big as basketballs. As far as the 
beam of my flashlight could reach, the bay was cobblestoned 
with their undulating domes. Afloat on the unstirred makings 
of an immense omelet, I settled into my sleeping bag, cradled 
on a living sea.”

That cradle was the first wooden boat he ever built, Gamine. 
She was an oar-and-sail dory skiff he had rigged as a sprit 
topsail cutter; he had been gradually adding sails to the 
original rig until he just couldn’t fit another. In typical Chris-
fashion, he took her up the Inside Passage after only daysailing 
for the first year of owning her. He chose a month-long epic 
journey for his first overnight trip...fitting, as I’ve observed 
that he doesn’t do anything in half measure.

He might have been inexperienced, but he was not 
unprepared, and like all of us who end up sticking with this 
wet pastime, he found joy in the close proximity to nature 
and a feeling of success in how far he was able to go. Some 
slight discomfort is a price that folks like us are willing to 
pay for that prize. This trip, the ones that followed, and a 
deep love of the water and wilderness passed on by his parents 
propelled him into a life of adventure and writing about it. He 
went on to head up Sea Kayaker magazine for 25 years, taught 
at WoodenBoat School, and worked at the Smithsonian 
Institution, among other things.

Woodenboat Publications launched Small Boats Monthly in 
2014, and given that Chris is both prudent and adventurous 
and that he is experienced but always looking for something 

new, our content has been curated with the care of both a 
professional editor and a seasoned mariner. We’ve got quite 
the archive of searchable, high-quality material now. It’s a 
treasure trove written by builders, adventurers, sailors, motor 
boaters, designers, rowers, and paddlers.

Why start a small-boat something separate from 
WoodenBoat? Why do this through a website? We’re different, 
us wee-boat ilk, and the editors at WoodenBoat Publications 

Small Boats Monthly
An empowering community of like-minded boaters
by Anne Bryant

Fun Facts
• There’s nothing to download when you join 

Small Boats Monthly. After signing up on 
the website or through the app, you can read, 
search, and comment to your heart’s content 
from any device with a browser or where you 
have installed the app.

• Small Boats Monthly provides gear/product 
reviews, an adventure narrative, a story of 
a reader-built boat, two design profiles, a 
technique or how-to article, and a regular 
column From the Editor and we deliver the 
new material at the beginning of every 
month. These articles are not available in 
WoodenBoat, and the annual newsstand print 
edition, Small Boats, is just a portion of what 
we do online.

• We’re looking for your submissions. Send me 
an email.

• Membership entitles you to post unlimited 
classifieds, far away from the din of other 
classified sites and with a focused audience 
interested in what you have to offer.

• We’ll happily post your events in our events 
section—stay in touch.

• Our boat design reviews go by a consistent 
formula, and so we’ve built a stellar body of 
work that any boater looking to build or buy 
can use to make good comparisons when 
making a decision. You can find the right boat 
for you or get started designing your own based 
on these insightful analyses.

• Boats eligible for coverage are “trailerable 
boats you can maintain at home.” They need 
not be of wood.
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www.SmallBoatsMonthly.com

Small Boats
MONTHLY

Small Boats
MONTHLY

Small Boats
MONTHLY

   Post unlimited classifieds for 
gear, boats, kits, or tools

   Search the archive and read 
unlimited back issues

   Be a part of the conversation in 
enlightening comment sections

In the Shop
On the Water

Motor • Sail • Paddle • Oar
Reviews • Adventures • Design Profiles • Technique

Visit now and read any two articles for free

Join your Small Boats kindreds for  
$2.99 per month or $29.99 per year 

Use Coupon Code 
ASHBREEZE10 to save!

• Go to www.smallboatsmonthly.com, 
click the red subscribe button at the 
top. 

• Under the "Yearly" option, click 
"Have a coupon?" and follow the 
prompts.

• The total will drop down from 
$29.99 per year to $19.99 per year.

know that. A magazine is nice to hold, but only goes so far. The 
website gives us all a place to ask questions, dig further, and 
continue the conversation as we are wont to do. The authors 
and Chris are there in the comments sections, too, making for 
informative, lively, focused, good-hearted conversations that 
really beat the pants off of most forum material you’ll find. 
This is our place to get together until we see each other at the 
next raid, boat festival, regatta, or boat show. 

I have a personal take on what we have to offer over at Small 
Boats Monthly, too. Small boats, the adventures of their owners, 
and the gear involved in carrying out those adventures are 
inherently different from those of larger boats. We still feature 
small boats in WoodenBoat, and heck, we had a student-built 
Periwinkle Junior on the cover of No. 265, but all of the 
boats we cover at Small Boats Monthly are accessible to people 
of various incomes and lifestyles, and they’re affordable to 
maintain. I’m proud to serve this passionate clan.

In the future, I could see adding a bunch of member 
benefits beyond the ones we already have. For example, we’re 
working on getting our members discounted memberships 
through partnerships with museums or parks, discounted or 
special tickets to boat shows, deals on gear, opportunities for 
giveaways, and more. 

I hope we see more Ash Breeze readers around the site, and 
that you bring your own voice to the party. 

Anne Bryant is associate editor of WoodenBoat magazine and 
Small Boats Monthly. She lives in Brooklin, Maine, and gets out 
on the water in a Beetle Cat, an Amphibi-ette, her Norwegian 
pram, and her 27’ Thomas C. Gillmer-designed sloop. Contact 
her at annieb@woodenboat.com.



The Ash Breeze, Winter 2018 18

isolation. “I was isolated as a child, so I amused myself, and 
read quite a bit. It’s a good background for a solo sailor.”

Books Chiles read as a child have common themes of 
adventure, exploration, and sailing, with Joshua Slocum, 
Irving Johnson, the Hardy Boys, and numerous classics on the 
reading list. Many are re-read today as he continues his sixth 
circumnavigation around the world aboard Gannet. 

“Back then, I read not just about sailing, but I did read 
about explorers, about people who found the sources of the 
Nile, and Livingston and those others. I thought, well, I can 
do something like that. But it’s not enough to think you can 
do something like that. You have to go out and prove it. So as 
an adult, I did. At least, I’d like to think I did.

“I’ve just recently re-read The Wind and the Willows. As a 
writer, I find it truly amazing that this man could write a book 
that appeals to the young, while also appealing to a 76-year-
old, and that the very same writing can be admired by each.” 

Chiles holds admiration for many sailors, including 
Argentinian Vito Dumas, the first man to survive sailing 
around Cape Horn during World War II, and Norwegian Al 
Hansen, the first sailor to round Cape Horn single-handed 

from east to west, and who was later killed on the Chilean 
shore.

While back on land, Chiles says he reflects on the Southern 
skies he so enjoys while sailing. “We live in an area with 10 
million people, so with the lights, I lose the sky, I lose the 
moon. Sometimes, I see the full moon while making my wife 
and me coffee in the early mornings, and I become aware I 
have not seen the phases of the moon in a while. On a passage, 
you know the moon, when it’s going to come up, and it is 
almost a friend, because we are creatures of the light.”

In his published Self-Portrait in the Present Sea, Chiles says 
this: “Live passionately, even if it kills you, because something 
is going to kill you anyway. The artist’s defining responsibility 
is to go to the edge of human experience and send back reports.

“Long ago I wrote, ‘Define a man, then, by that against 
which he must strive.’ When I was young I looked around and 
saw that the biggest thing on this planet was the ocean. So it 
has been that against which I have chosen to strive.

“That is perhaps the greatest of sailing’s freedoms: the 
freedom to be myself.”

Web Chiles
continued from page 9



The Ash Breeze, Winter 201819

T&L TOOLS
Phone: 860-464-9485 

Cell: 860-460-2212
www.tltools.com

UNSCREW-UMS™ broken-screw extractors

Remove broken screws and 
other fasteners. Hollow tool 
uses the stub as a guide.

that there will be some members without gray hair! Another 
solution is to sponsor kids to enter our events as we plan to 
do next year with the Small Reach Regatta. Or we can simply 
take a youngster for a sail or row, and show them the ropes, 
(lines) so to speak. 

We have the boats and a passion for them. We have events 
that not only provide on the water opportunities, but we have 
funding sources from some of these events and also from our 
John Gardner Fund. Obviously with over 30 chapters with 
varied boating interests and organizational structures, we 
can't come up a one plan fits all, but there is a lot of room 
between that and doing nothing.

So I’ll put this out to our general membership. What are 
your thoughts about a TSCA youth initiative? 

And just in time for the holiday season, council member 
and our membership guru, John Weiss, lets us know that if 
you’re doing any shopping on Amazon (does anybody not?) 
consider using Amazon Smile and designate the TSCA as 
your charity of choice. We will send the proceeds to our John 
Gardner Fund. 

Happy holidays to all. May you enjoy messing about in 
boats, or for us up north, we will try to stay warm and dream 
of the boating to come next year. 

Pres. Messages
continued from page 2

Michigan Messabout
continued from page 11 Beautiful 

Kits 

chasesmallcraft.com
207-602-9587•boatkits@gmail.com

You Can Do It

Sail
Row

Motor

Ready 
to Build

10–20'

A great pot-luck picnic rounded out the pleasures of the 
day. Good food, good weather, old and new friends, along 
with inviting and interesting boats to try, created a log entry 
at the end of the day: “Another cheerful TSCA day on the 
water.” 

Bruce Miller and his wife, Maureen O’Higgins,  
demonstrate the charm and rowing form of the S’ciopo.
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Bayfront Maritime Center TSCA
Richard Eisenberg
40 Holland St., Erie, PA 16507
814-456-4077 
rich.eisenberg@bayfrontcenter.org 
www.bayfrontcenter.org

British Columbia Chapter 
Quill Goldman, 2529 North Road, 
Gabriola Island, BC VOR 1X5, Canada 
250-247-9646 
barefootwoodenboats@shaw.ca

Brooklyn Chapter 
Jim Luton, 570 20th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11218
917-971-7544
jim@canopystudios.com

Buffalo Maritime Center
Greg & Naomi Grundtisch
256 Iroquois Ave., Lancaster, NY 14086
716-681-1315
grundy@fantasiadesign.com

BushcraftCanoeist Chapter – Louisiana/
Mississippi/Alabama Gulf Coast 
Jude Miller, 337-548-0610
jude.miller@bushcraftcanoeist.org

Cape Cod Chapter
Bill Stirling, 11 Naushon Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-790-0098
sstirling@comcast.net
Bob Lister, 126 Donegal Circle
Centerville, MA 02632
508-420-1718 
boblister98@yahoo.com

Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding
and Boating Society (CABBS)
Ed Neal, 4079 Porter Rd.
Westlake, OH 44145
440-871-0334
4edneal@gmail.com

Connecticut River Oar 
and Paddle Club (CROPC)
Jon Persson, P.O. Box 281 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 
860-434-2534 
jonpersson7@gmail.com

Crystal River Boat Builders (CRBB)
Bill Whalen, 4539 N Grass Island Ter. 
Hernando, FL 34442
352-344-5482, wandacanoe@gmail.com

Delaware River TSCA 
Frank Stauss, 856-981-0998 
fstauss@verizon.net 
delrivertsca.net

Downeast Chapter
Steve Brookman, 117 Parker Point Rd.
Blue Hill, ME 04614
239-822-1318
Steve@DowneastTSCA.org
DowneastTSCA.org

Floating The Apple
Adina Taylor, 1225 Park Ave, Ste C10
New York, NY 10128
212-564-5412
floatingtheapple@earthlink.net 

Florida Gulf Coast TSCA
Michael Jones, 4721 16th Ave N. 
St. Petersburg, FL
727-560-5782
fgctsca@gmail.com 
mj.woodwork@gmail.com

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum TSCA
Brent Creelman, 315 Front Street
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-7317
maritime@ncmail.com

John Gardner Chapter
Dan Nelson
U of Connecticut
Avery Point Campus
1084 Shennecossett Road
Groton, CT 06340
860-535-3623, dkenelson@att.net

Les Cheneaux Chapter
Mike Jellison 
906-630-1230
jellison_ml@centurylink.net 

Lost Coast Chapter—Northern CA
Michael Stewart, 32100 N Harbor Dr.
Ft. Bragg, CA 95437
707-367-1346 
mikeybstewart@gmail.com   

Lower Columbia River Chapter
Allen Bennett
262 State Route 409
Cathlamet, WA 98612
805-208-7335
allenbennett@centurytel.net

Michigan Maritime Museum Chapter
Pete Mathews, Sec’y
PO Box 100, Gobles, MI 49055
269-628-4396
canoenut@bciwildblue.com

North Shore TSCA
Nathan Burgess, 28 Ronaele Road
Medford, MA 02155
northshoretsca@outlook.com

Old Bay Club (Chesapeake Bay, VA)
Eddie Breeden, 3001 Winterfield Rd.
Midlothian, VA 23113
(804) 615-4413 
oldbayclub@gmail.com

Oregon Coots
John Kohnen, PO Box 24341 
Eugene, OR 97402 
541-688-2826
jkohnen@boat-links.com
https://groups.io/g/oregoncoots

Patuxent Small Craft Guild
Brian Forsyth, 13464 Lore Pines Lane
Solomons, MD 20688
443-804-6439
brforsyth@comcast.net

Pine Lake Small Craft Association
Sandy Bryson, Sec’y, 333 Whitehills Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823 
517-351-5976
sbryson@msu.edu

Puget Sound TSCA
Claire Acord, President
whidbeyboatpainter@gmail.com
Marty Loken, Secretary
PO Box 216, Nordland, WA 98358
360-316-1557, norseboater22@gmail.com
E-mail forum: tsca-puget@yahoogroups.com
www.tscapuget.org

Ralph Middleton Munroe Chapter
Barnacle Historic State Park
Coconut Grove, FL 33133
John Palenchar, john@palenchar.net
7641 SW 65th Place
South Miami, FL 33143
305-666-9588 (h), 305-803-1653 (c)

Sacramento TSCA
Todd Bloch, 122 Bemis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131
415-971-2844
todd.sb@comcast.net 

South Jersey TSCA
George Loos, 53 Beaver Dam Rd.
Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
609-861-0018
georgeowlman@aol.com

Active TSCA Chapters
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Southern California Small Boat 
Messabout Society (Scuzbums)
Annie Holmes
San Diego, CA 
annieholmes@mac.com

St. Augustine Lighthouse Chapter
Jim Millette
2353 Commodores Club Blvd
St Augustine FL 32080
410-279-9826 
Sailbythelee@icloud.com

Texas Boatcrafters and Messers
Mack McKinney
159 Albrecht Rd.
Center Point, TX 78010
830-370-8488
mack@woodnboats.com

Thames River Chapter
Russell Smith
6 Drawbridge West
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
860-536-1113
fruzzy@hotmail.com

TSC Raleigh
Dean Herring
494 Darius Pearce Rd
Youngsville, NC 27596
919-632-5915
dfharing@aol.com 

Warren Rivers (Rhode Island) Chapter
Rock Singewald
10 Taylor St., Warren, RI 02885
443-980-5601
rock9@mindspring.com

Chapters Organizing

"Twin State" NH/VT Chapter 
Nate Carey, Grantham Boatworks 
P. O. Box 27, Grantham, NH 03753 
603-863-2915 
granthamboatworks@myfairpoint.net

Ian Oughtred Acorn 15 for sale

Meranti 1088 ply over sassafras 
and Oak, Glued Lapstrake hull 

Built in Ludington MI, in 2013

Full sprit rig and Hwy trailer

Located in NW Florida 

NOW $3,300.00

850 832 9164  

Ocean31@bellsouth.net

Seaworthy Small Ships
Dept A, PO Box 2863

Prince Frederick, MD 20678
800-533-9030

seaworthysmallships.com
Catalog Available $1.00

✔ Professional development online 
and in-person
✔ Tabletop Woodworking Stations turn 
your tables into a woodshop
✔ All and only hand tools
✔ Project plans with step by step 
directions aligned to standards
✔ Support and advice
✔ Purchase and Rental options

Portable Woodworking for Schools and Camps: Empowering, Engaging and Easy!

Learn more at:   www.maplewoodshop.com        info@maplewoodshop.com 

Calendar of Events
Washington’s Birthday Regatta
February 23, 2019
The Barnacle Historic State Park
3485 Main Highway
Coconut Grove, FL 33133

Go to tsca.net/events/ 
to submit events from 

your chapter and in 
your area.

Visit tsca.net  
to stay current  

on TSCA events  
and happenings.
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drathmarine
http://drathmarine.com

1557 Cattle Point Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Mole got it right...
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260 Dyckman Avenue

South Haven, MI 49090

269.637.8078

800.747.3810

michiganmaritimemuseum.org

HATCHES
EPOXY
GLASS CLOTH
HARDWARE
NAV LIGHTS
CLEATS
TOOLS
BOAT PLANS
BEACH ROLLERS
ROPE
PAINT WWW.DUCKWORKSBBS.COM

Heritage Coast Sailing 
and Rowing

Promoting Community 
Boat Building, Sailing 

and Rowing on the 
Heritage Coast of Michigan

989-460-2642 • www.heritage-23.org

Come sail and row on beautiful Tawas Bay

Learn How to Teach 
Math with Boats!

Framing Square Math
Bevin's Guide to Boat Building Math

Afternoons in the Boatshop
Available in Paperback and PDF Ebook

BUY YOUR COPY TODAY FROM:

Mariner Media (paperback and ebook)
marinermedia.com/product-category/boat-math/
or

WoodenBoat Store (paperback only)
woodenboatstore.com/category/boatbuilding
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The Design Works
9101 Eton Road, Silver Spring MD 20901

301-589-9391
www.messingabout.com 

Specializing in
Small-Craft Sails

www.dabblersails.com
dabblersails@gmail.com
Ph/fax 804-580-8723
PO Box 235, Wicomico Church, VA 22579

Stuart K. Hopkins, Sole Prop.
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Thad Danielson Boats
Thad Danielson, builder, designer, consultant

42 French Rd
Cummington, MA 01026

thaddanielson@comcast.net
413-634-5339

www.thandanielsonboats.com

Chuck Sutherland & Marilyn Vogel
2210 Finland Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054
canusailor@yahoo.com
canusail.org

A growing collection 
of high quality 

videos and blogs 
that bring you 

inside the world 
of traditional boats. 

Visit the following website 
for a 10% discount 

on membership:
www.OffCenterHarbor.com/TSCA

170 Old Chequessett Neck Rd., Wellfleet, MA 02667
508-349-2383, info@oldwharf.com, oldwharf.com

Building small 
rowing, row/sail, 
and expedition 
boats for over 
20 years on 

Cape Cod, MA
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Monthly we arrive in your mail with interesting 
articles from our readers about dreaming of, designing, 
building or restoring, sailing, rowing, paddling and 
adventuring in small boats. Plus readers’ letters, 
Bolger on Design, featured columnists, advertising 
from boatbuilders, restorers, and suppliers of plans 
and material for small boating, and free subscriber 
classified ads.

60 Pages — 12 Issues/Year
$8 Trial Subscription (3 Issues)
$32 Subscription (12 Issues)

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE COPY
Messing About in Boats
29 Burley St., Wenham, MA 01984
www.messingaboutinboats.com

Bob Hicks, Editor & Publisher

Wooden Boat Building
and Repair

615 MOYERS LANE
EASTON, PA 18042

ROB BARKER

ducktrapstore.com

• Plans • Tools
• Hardware • Books

Everything you’ve come 
to expect from

Duck Trap and more.
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TSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM – Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
  New Membership  Membership Renewal/Upgrade   Change of Address
   Individual/Family, USA: $25 annually  Sponsor: $50 annually  Sponsor with ad: $75 annually
  Individual/Family, Outside USA: $35  Patron: $100 annually  Corporate Sponsor with ad: see below 
    

Enclosed is my check for $  _______________________ made payable to TSCA. 
Chapter member?           Yes           No     Which Chapter? ____________________________________________________________________________
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City  ___________________________________ State/Prov. __________ Zip/Postal Code  ______________ Country ___________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Photocopy and mail to: Secretary, Traditional Small Craft Association, Inc., PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or go online to tsca.net/join/
Note: Individual and Family Memberships qualify for one vote and one copy of each TSCA mailing. 
Family Memberships qualify all members of the immediate family to participate in all other TSCA activities. 

The Ash Breeze
Spring 2019 Volume 40 Number 1

Editorial Deadline: February 1, 2019
Articles: The Ash Breeze is a member-
supported publication; members are 
welcome to contribute. We strongly 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  m a t e r i a l 
electronically. Send text in an e-mail 
message, or as an MS Word attachment. 
Send photos as e-mail attachments, in TIFF 
or JPG formats, as large and/or as high-
resolution as possible. Please give captions 
naming people, places, and to whom photo 
credit should be given. You may also submit 
photographic prints, clean line drawings or 
typewritten material by U.S. Mail. Please 
contact us IN ADVANCE if you must submit 
handwritten text, or material in another 
word processing or image format. 

E-mail to: andy@marinermedia.com.
The editors reserve the right to refuse 

publication of any material deemed not to be in 
the best interest of the TSCA.

Advertising Annual Rates:  (four 
consecutive issues of The Ash Breeze). 
Effective July 1, 2018

Sponsor, with 1/8 page ad  ................$75
Corporate Sponsor: 1/4 page  .......... $150
Corporate Sponsor: 1/2 page  ..........$400
Corporate Sponsor: full page .........$600
Corporate Sponsor: back cover ......$600

Members’ Exchange:
Text only: 50 words or less, free to 
members. $10 additional, per photo.

Caps: Our navy blue TSCA caps feature 
a 6-panel design made with 100% 
brushed cotton, and a brass grommet 
and adjustment clasp. $20

T-shirts: preshrunk cotton/polyester 
blend, light gray with TSCA logo and 
stylistic black artwork by Barry Long on 
the back. Sizes S, M, L, XL, and XXL. $20

Sea Bag: high quality 600d poly-canvas, 
11 inch (diameter) and 20 inches tall. 
It features a drop-bottom zippered 
pocket, an adjustable webbed sling 
carrying strap with single carry handle, 
and a roomy open main compartment 
with drawstring rope and webbed clip 
closure. $29.95

2018 Calendar: 8-1/2″ by 11″ (opens to 
11″ by 17″) wall calendar. Now $13!

Order at www.tsca.net/shop

TSCA Wares

Time to renew?
Help us save time and postage by updating your membership before 
we send you a renewal request. Cut out or photocopy the membership 
form at the top of this page, complete it and return it with your renewal 
payment to the Secretary, PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355. Or, you may 
send the address portion of the back cover with your payment. 

Ash Breeze Back Issues: Original/
duplicated at $4 each, plus postage.
For issues before 2011 contact
Flat Hammock Press
5 Church Street, Mystic, CT 06355
860-572-2722
For issues 2012 to current contact
Andy Wolfe
540-264-0021
andy@marinermedia.com



The Traditional
Small Craft
Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 350
Mystic CT 06355 CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

6821 Rte 7 S.
N. Ferrisburgh, VT 05473

802-425-3926
guideboat@agbboats.com

Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/guideboat1

Join our “Traditional Small Craft Association” Facebook group!

TSCA Members 
Check our Instock Specials

on New & Used Boats 

Free Custom Cherry Oars and 
Free Boat Cradle 
with New Boat Purchase  

when you enter your 
Membership Number.

adirondack-guide-boat.com

Free Catalog Available
Order online

Order now for discounted 
spring delivery


